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221 – Blessed Jesus, at Your Word

OPENING HYMN

[2]

INVOCATION AND PRAYER

[3]

PRAYER AND PRAISE
THE VENITE

[4]

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Numbers 11:16, 24-29
Joshua is jealous for the honor of Moses when two of Israel’s elders are given the Spirit
of prophecy.
The LORD said to Moses: “Bring me seventy of Israel’s elders who are
known to you as leaders and officials among the people. Have them come to the Tent of
Meeting, that they may stand there with you.”
NUMBERS 11:16

24

So Moses went out and told the people what the LORD had said. He brought
together seventy of their elders and had them stand around the Tent. 25 Then the LORD
came down in the cloud and spoke with him, and he took of the Spirit that was on him
and put the Spirit on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied,
but they did not do so again.
26

However, two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, had remained in the
camp. They were listed among the elders, but did not go out to the Tent. Yet the Spirit
also rested on them, and they prophesied in the camp. 27 A young man ran and told
Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.”
28

Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ aide since youth, spoke up and said,
“Moses, my lord, stop them!”
But Moses replied, “Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the LORD’s
people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!”
29
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PSALM

Psalm 51b
Refrain Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer (admin. Northwestern Publishing House).
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Those seated on the baptismal font side sing the first line of each verse; those on the
pulpit side sing the second line. All sing the refrains and Gloria.

(Font) O Lord, open | my lips,*
(Pulpit) and my mouth will de| clare your praise.
You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would | bring it;*
you do not take pleasure in burnt | offerings.
The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;*
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise.

Refrain

(Font) Create in me a pure | heart, O God,*
(Pulpit) and renew a steadfast spirit with| in me.
Do not cast me from your | presence*
or take your Holy Spirit | from me.
Restore to me the joy of your sal | vation,*
and grant me a willing spirit, to sus | tain me.
Then I will teach transgressors | your ways,*
and sinners will turn | back to you.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
[6]

Refrain

SECOND LESSON James 4:7-12
In humility, God’s people desire to keep his law by refraining from uncharitable
judgment of their brothers and sisters in the faith.
JAMES 4:7

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter
to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift
you up.
11
Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or
judges him speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not
keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one
who is able to save and destroy. But you--who are you to judge your neighbor?
8

GOSPEL Mark 9:38-50
Jesus’ disciples are jealous of a man casting out demons in Jesus’ name instead of being
concerned with their own shortcomings.
“Teacher,” said John, “we saw a man driving out demons in your name and
we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.”
MARK 9:38

“Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “No one who does a miracle in my name can in the
next moment say anything bad about me, 40 for whoever is not against us is for us. 41 I tell
you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to
Christ will certainly not lose his reward.
39

“And if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be
better for him to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck. 43 If
your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with
two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out. 45 And if your foot causes you to
sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown
into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, 48 where
“ ‘their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.’
49
Everyone will be salted with fire.
42

“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have
salt in yourselves, and be at peace with each other.”
50
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HYMN OF THE DAY

469 - Take My Life and Let It Be

SERMON
James 4:7-12

This is What Faith Looks Like
1. Is it what we look like? – an honest evaluation
2. It is what Jesus looks like! – an honorable evaluation
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PRAISE AND PRAYER
RESPONSE TO THE WORD
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FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.
Brief silence
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, help Your children to rejoice in the work of the Spirit
wherever He pours out His gifts, giving all the glory to You and Your boundless love.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
King of glory, continue to raise up those who assist Your ministers in bearing the burden
of caring for Your people with their prayers, their service and their support. Enable all
ministers of the Word to proclaim Your Law and promises with faithfulness and zeal. Put
an end to all grumbling against one another, and help us remember that the Judge is
standing at the door. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Remember in mercy all who have strayed from the life of Your Church and Your truth,
and use us to bring them back to You. Give us a godly fear of the grave danger of causing
Your little ones, by our words or deeds, to stumble and fall from You. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.
To Your kindness we commend all who have been entrusted with public service in our
land. Keep them ever mindful that they will give account to You. Protect them from
every impulse to serve self and to live in luxury or self-indulgence. Fill them with Your
wisdom, and make them a blessing to our people. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Father of all compassion, You call us to patient waiting in our lives until the coming of
our Lord, when we know You will restore us fully. Bless those who pass through trying
and difficult times [especially Your servants _______________] with steadfast faith in
Your mercy and compassion and a cheerful hope for their future. Bless all ministry to the
sick or suffering in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

[11]

God of life, receive our thanks on this day for all Your servants who finished their course
in faith and now rest from their labors. Bring us to share with them Your unending life on
the day of the Savior’s appearing. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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SERMON HYMN

462 - Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways

PRAYER AND BLESSING
M

C

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us
safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day
we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us
to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

756 – We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
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