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OPENING HYMN

429 - What God Ordains Is Always Good
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INVOCATION AND PRAYER

OH, COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD

[3]

Venite

[4]

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON 1 Kings 17:17-24
Elijah brings the widow’s son back to life.
1 KINGS 17:17

Some time later the son of the woman who owned the house became ill.
He grew worse and worse, and finally stopped breathing. 18 She said to Elijah, “What do
you have against me, man of God? Did you come to remind me of my sin and kill my
son?”
19
“Give me your son,” Elijah replied. He took him from her arms, carried him to the
upper room where he was staying, and laid him on his bed. 20 Then he cried out to the
LORD, “O LORD my God, have you brought tragedy also upon this widow I am staying
with, by causing her son to die?” 21 Then he stretched himself out on the boy three times
and cried to the LORD, “O LORD my God, let this boy’s life return to him!”
22
The LORD heard Elijah’s cry, and the boy’s life returned to him, and he lived.
23
Elijah picked up the child and carried him down from the room into the house. He gave
him to his mother and said, “Look, your son is alive!”
24
Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God and that
the word of the LORD from your mouth is the truth.”
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PSALM

Psalm 30
Refrain Tune: Steven Warner. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,
www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Sing to the LORD, you | saints of his;*
praise his | holy name.
For his anger lasts only a | moment,*
but his favor lasts a | lifetime;
weeping may remain | for a night,*
but rejoicing comes in the | morning.

Refrain

To you, O | LORD, I called;*
to the Lord I cried for | mercy.
Hear, O LORD, and be merci | ful to me;*
O LORD, | be my help.
You turned my wailing into | dancing,*
that my heart may sing to you and not be | silent.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
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Refrain

SECOND LESSON Galatians 1:11-24
Paul recounts his transformation from persecutor to apostle.
GALATIANS 1;11

I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something
that man made up. 12I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I
received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.
13
For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I
persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. 14I was advancing in Judaism beyond
many Jews of my own age and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers.
15
But when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace, was pleased 16to
reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not consult any
man, 17nor did I go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I
went immediately into Arabia and later returned to Damascus.
18
Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Peter and
stayed with him fifteen days. 19I saw none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord’s
brother. 20I assure you before God that what I am writing you is no lie. 21Later I went to
Syria and Cilicia. 22I was personally unknown to the churches of Judea that are in Christ.
23
They only heard the report: “The man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the
faith he once tried to destroy.” 24And they praised God because of me.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, and entrusting to us the
message of reconciliation. Alleluia. (2 Corinthians 5:19 cf. RSV)

GOSPEL Luke 7:11-17
Jesus brings the widow’s son back to life.
LUKE 7:11

Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a
large crowd went along with him. 12As he approached the town gate, a dead person was
being carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd
from the town was with her. 13When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he
said, “Don’t cry.”
14
Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said,
“Young man, I say to you, get up!” 15The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus
gave him back to his mother.
16
They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has appeared
among us,” they said. “God has come to help his people.” 17This news about Jesus spread
throughout Judea and the surrounding country.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

466 - Though Thoughtless Thousands Choose

SERMON
Galatians 1:11-24

Free to Answer Objections

[8]

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

[9]
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FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are new
every morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of your children
on earth.
We praise you for every grace and blessing.
Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation in
Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere.
Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope.
We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our national,
state, and local governments.
Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.
Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness
toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their workmanship.
Help us find satisfaction in all work well done.
Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed commitment
to be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to regard their parents as
your representatives.
Lead us to love one another as you have loved us.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear
and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare.
Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

SERMON HYMN

414 - I Leave All Things to God's Direction
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PRAYER AND BLESSING
M

C

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us
safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day
we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us
to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

Standing on the Promises
Text: R. Kelso Carter, Public Domain

The small group will sing the first verse. The congregation is invited to sing the refrains
and verses 2-4.

1

Standing on the promises of Christ my king,
through eternal ages let his praises ring;
glory in the highest, I will shout and sing,
standing on the promises of God.
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Refrain:
Standing, standing,
standing on the promises of God my Savior;
standing, standing,
I’m standing on the promises of God.

2

Standing on the promises that cannot fail,
when the howling storms of doubt and fear assail,
by the living Word of God I shall prevail,
standing on the promises of God.
[Refrain]

3

Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord,
bound to him eternally by love’s strong cord,
overcoming daily with the Spirit’s sword,
standing on the promises of God.
[Refrain]

4

Standing on the promises I cannot fall,
List’ning every moment to the Spirit’s call,
resting in my Savior as my all in all,
standing on the promises of God.
[Refrain]

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
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