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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Morning Praise        Christian Worship Page 45 
Morning Praise © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission, including hymns 168, 385, 761, 331, and Psalm 67  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

OPENING HYMN 168 - With High Delight Let Us Unite 
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INVOCATION AND PRAYER 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON   Acts 8:26-40 
The account of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch display the power of the risen Lord 
through Word and Baptism. 

 
ACTS 8:26

 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road--the desert 
road--that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 

27
 So he started out, and on his way he 

met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, 

queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 
28 

and on his way 
home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. 

29
 The Spirit told 

Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 

 

    
30 

Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. 
“Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 

 

    
31 

“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip 
to come up and sit with him. 

 

    
32 

The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: 

 
  “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 

    and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 
 

  
33 

In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 

    Who can speak of his descendants? 
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    For his life was taken from the earth.” 

 
    

34 
The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, 

himself or someone else?” 
35

 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and 

told him the good news about Jesus. 

 
    

36
 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, 

“Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” 
38 

And he gave orders to stop the 

chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized 
him.

 39
 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip 

away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 
40

 Philip, 

however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns 
until he reached Caesarea. 

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY         Adult Choir 

 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! I am the way, the 

truth, and the life, says the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

SECOND LESSON  1 John 3:18-24 
Connection with the risen Lord shows itself in loving actions towards one another. 

 
1 JOHN 3:18

 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in 
truth. 

19
 This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts 

at rest in his presence 
20

 whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our 

hearts, and he knows everything. 

 
    

21 
Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God   

22
 and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what 

pleases him. 
23 

And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
and to love one another as he commanded us. 

24
 Those who obey his commands live in 

him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the 

Spirit he gave us. 
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GOSPEL  John 15:1-8 
The branches stay connected to the vine as their source of life. 

 
JOHN 15:1

 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 
2
 He cuts off every branch 

in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will 

be even more fruitful. 
3
 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 

4 

Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain 

in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
 

    
5 
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will 

bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 
6
 If anyone does not remain in me, he 

is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 

into the fire and burned. 
7 
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever 

you wish, and it will be given you. 
8 
This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 

fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                  385 - Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 

 

SERMON 
John 15:1-8 

 

Honor God’s Representatives 
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PRAISE AND PRAYER 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
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[10] 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS  

 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY    

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

For the people who are holy to the Lord and for all people according to their needs, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

 
Brief silence  

 

For the Church on earth, that she would continue to proclaim the faithful God who keeps 
his covenant and shows steadfast love, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.  

 

For our Synod president, our district president, our circuit pastor, and all pastors in 

Christ, that they would serve with integrity and faithfulness and keep the Gospel ever 
before us, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our Synod in convention, that all that we decide may be guided by Your Word and 
undertaken in prayer and that Your good and gracious will may be done among us, let us 

pray to the Lord:  Lord, have mercy. 

 
For our president, our governor; and all who make, administer and judge our laws, that 

they would lead with wisdom, seeking what is best for all and in accordance with God’s 

will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our life of prayer, that we would not neglect to pray to the God who has promised to 

hear us, and that we would rely more and more on Him who has made us His people, let 
us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.  

 

For our vocations, that we would come to see the various offices that God has given us to 

occupy as gifts through which we serve Him and our neighbors, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy.  

 

For the sick and those in need, [especially _______________,] that they know that 
nothing shall separate them from the love of God in Christ Jesus, and that they know the 

peace of His presence in the midst of their trials, let us pray to the Lord, Lord, have 

mercy. 
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For those who mourn, that they be comforted with the sure and certain hope of the 

resurrection of the dead and life eternal with those they love who have died in the faith, 
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord, You have called us according to Your purpose and cause all things to work together 

for our good. Keep us safe until that day when You gather us with all the saints into Your 
Kingdom, which knows no end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.   

 Give us today our daily bread.   

 Forgive us our sins,  

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us.   

 Lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.   

 For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours   

  now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON HYMN 761 - Christ Is With Me 
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PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 

M O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us 

safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day 

we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us 
to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C     Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                  331 – Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  

 

 

 

 
 

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 
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