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OPENING HYMN

72 – O Lord, Our Father, Thanks and Praise
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INVOCATION AND PRAYER

[3]

PRAYER AND PRAISE

[4]

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Ezra 9:5-9, 13-15
As Ezra looks back at the crossroads of Israel’s history, he clearly sees both the sin of the
people and the grace of God.
EZRA 9:5

Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose from my self-abasement, with my tunic
and cloak torn, and fell on my knees with my hands spread out to the LORD my God
6
and prayed:
“O my God, I am too ashamed and disgraced to lift up my face to you, my God,
because our sins are higher than our heads and our guilt has reached to the heavens.
7
From the days of our forefathers until now, our guilt has been great. Because of our sins,
we and our kings and our priests have been subjected to the sword and captivity, to
pillage and humiliation at the hand of foreign kings, as it is today.
“But now, for a brief moment, the LORD our God has been gracious in leaving us
a remnant and giving us a firm place in his sanctuary, and so our God gives light to our
eyes and a little relief in our bondage. 9 Though we are slaves, our God has not deserted
us in our bondage. He has shown us kindness in the sight of the kings of Persia: He has
granted us new life to rebuild the house of our God and repair its ruins, and he has given
us a wall of protection in Judah and Jerusalem.
8

“What has happened to us is a result of our evil deeds and our great guilt, and yet,
our God, you have punished us less than our sins have deserved and have given us a
remnant like this. 14 Shall we again break your commands and intermarry with the
peoples who commit such detestable practices? Would you not be angry enough with us
to destroy us, leaving us no remnant or survivor? 15 O LORD, God of Israel, you are
righteous! We are left this day as a remnant. Here we are before you in our guilt, though
because of it not one of us can stand in your presence.”
13

[5]

PSALM

Psalm 90
Refrain Tune: Eugene Englert. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,
www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Lord, you have been our | dwelling place*
throughout all gener | ations.
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth | and the
world,*
from everlasting to everlasting | you are God.
For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has | just gone by,*
or like a watch | in the night.
Refrain
You have set our iniquities be | fore you,*
our secret sins in the light of your | presence.
You turn mortals | back to dust.*
You sweep them away in the | sleep of death.
The length of our days is seventy years—or eighty, if we | have the strength;*
yet their span is but trouble and | sorrow.
Teach us to number our | days aright,*
that we may gain a heart of | wisdom.

Refrain

Satisfy us in the morning with your un | failing love,*
that we may sing for joy and be glad | all our days.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
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Refrain

SECOND LESSON Romans 8:31-39
At whatever precipice in life you are standing, Paul assures us that, in Christ, we are
more than conquerors.
ROMANS 8:31

What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be
against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he
not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge
against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he that
condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right
hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or
sword? 36 As it is written:
“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
38
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GOSPEL Matthew 16:24-28
Because we know that Jesus will eventually return – the ultimate crossroad between time
and eternity – each day is an opportunity to follow Jesus.
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he
must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for a
man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in
exchange for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with
his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done. 28 I tell
you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of
Man coming in his kingdom.”
MATTHEW 16:24

452 – Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

HYMN OF THE DAY
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SERMON
Ezra 9:13

Mark this Milestone with Something Memorable
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PRAISE AND PRAYER
RESPONSE TO THE WORD
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FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.
Brief silence
For the year that is almost over, in thanksgiving to God for all the good we were
permitted to give and receive, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the year that is almost here, that God would continue to watch over us and bless us,
and that He would give us opportunity to serve our neighbor and tell others the good
news of His Son, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For patience and vigilance as we await the return of Christ, that God would keep us ever
faithful and ready with our lamps burning, always awake and ready, let us pray to the
Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our government, military, first responders and all who serve us in the civil realm, that
they would use the authority and responsibility given to them to serve God’s will, protect
the innocent, administer justice and provide for the needy, let us pray to the Lord: Lord,
have mercy.
For those who do not confess the faith, that God would give them opportunity to hear the
Gospel and believe, and that we would always be ready to give an answer for the hope
that is within us, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who are sick, lonely, homebound and in mourning, that God would grant them
healing, companionship, comfort and the sure and certain knowledge that nothing can
separate them from His love in Christ Jesus, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
All these things and whatever else You know that we need, we are bold to ask You, Lord,
because You have made us Your people and members of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.

379 – Amazing Grace

SERMON HYMN
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PRAYER AND BLESSING
M

C

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us
safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day
we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us
to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
Amen.
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473 – Savior, I Follow On

CLOSING HYMN

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
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