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226 – To Your Temple I Draw Near

OPENING HYMN

[2]

INVOCATION AND PRAYER

[3]

PRAYER AND PRAISE
OH, COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD
Venite

[4]

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
The life of Samuel foreshadowed that of Jesus in the life dedicated to service to God,
beginning with a childhood spent in the Tabernacle.
1 SAMUEL 2:18

But Samuel was ministering before the LORD--a boy wearing a linen
ephod. Each year his mother made him a little robe and took it to him when she went
up with her husband to offer the annual sacrifice. 20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife,
saying, “May the LORD give you children by this woman to take the place of the one she
prayed for and gave to the LORD.” Then they would go home. …
19

…26 And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the LORD
and with men.

[5]

PSALM

Psalm 111
Refrain Tune: J. Robert Carroll. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,
www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission

The women are asked to sing the first line of each verse, and men the second line.

.

(Women) Great are the works | of the LORD;*
(Men) they are pondered by all who de | light in them.
Glorious and majestic | are his deeds,*
and his righteousness endures for | ever.
He has caused his wonders to be re | membered;*
the LORD is gracious and com | passionate.

Refrain

The works of his hands are faith | ful and just;*
all his precepts are trust | worthy.
He provided redemption for his | people;*
he ordained his covenant for | ever.
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of | wisdom;*
all who follow his precepts have good under | standing.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

[6]

Refrain

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 2:10-18
Jesus became our brother to dedicate his life as a high priest in service to God.
HEBREWS 2:10

In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and
through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect
through suffering. 11 Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are
of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12 He says,
“I will declare your name to my brothers; in the presence of the congregation I
will sing your praises.”
13
And again, “I will put my trust in him.”
And again he says, “Here am I, and the children God has given me.”
14
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that
by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, the devil-- 15 and
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is
not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like
his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high
priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.
18
Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are
being tempted.

GOSPEL Luke 2:41-52
Jesus reveals his mission of service to his Father as the 12- year-old in the temple.
LUKE 2:41

Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover.
When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom.
43
After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company,
they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and
friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.
46
After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at
his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished.
His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have
been anxiously searching for you.”
42

“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in
my Father’s house?” 50But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 51Then
he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured
all these things in her heart. 52And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with
God and men.
49
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HYMN OF THE DAY

41 - Let All Together Praise Our God
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SERMON
Luke 2:41-52

Jesus’ First Words are Worth Remembering
PRAISE AND PRAYER
RESPONSE TO THE WORD

[9]
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FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole Church and for all people according to their needs.
Brief silence
Father in heaven, Your Son is the firstborn among many brothers. Open our eyes to see
Your salvation for all the world. Stir our hearts by Your Spirit to support the mission of
Your Church. As we share Your love and truth, encourage sons and daughters to consider
Your call to serve as called servants in Your Church and to give sacrificially to provide
for the work of proclaiming Christ to the nations. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Eternal God, our lives are in Your hands. Preserve the lives of little children —
protecting them in the womb, at birth and as they grow. Guide their parents to provide for
them in all things, but especially in bringing them to Baptism and nurturing them in faith.
Bind us to You in every stage of earthly life, and as You kept Simeon and Anna in faith,
give to all Your people true faith until this life’s end when You take us to be with You.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, as Your baptized children, holy and beloved, clothe us in Christ’s
righteousness, putting on His compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience,
forgiveness and, above all, love, that His peace might rule in our hearts with
thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
God, our King, You rule the nations of the world, giving government to oppose injustice
and oppression. Give wisdom and truth to all who rule this land, that they may serve
faithfully to promote all that is good and right and prevent and punish evil. Wherever our
courts or laws are unjust and contrary to Your will, reform them for Your mercy’s sake.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Precious Lord, Your mercies are new each day. Show forth Your mercy to those who are
in great distress of body or soul [especially…]. Grant healing, relief from pain and a
peaceful spirit to these, Your children, in accord with Your good and gracious will. Lord,
in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.

343 – Christ Is the World’s Light

SERMON HYMN

[12]

PRAYER AND BLESSING
M

C

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us
safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day
we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us
to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
Amen.
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64 – Let Us All with Gladsome Voice

CLOSING HYMN

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
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