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Order of Service The Service: Setting Four 

  Gathering   
 

OPENING HYMN 355 - Let All Together Praise Our God 
 

 

 

 
 
5.  He serves that I a lord may be—  6.  For us he opens wide the door 

     a great exchange indeed!         of paradise today. 

     Could Jesus’ love do more for me        The angel guards the gate no more; 

     to help me in my need,         to God our thanks we pay, 

     to help me in my need?         to God our thanks we pay. 

 
INVOCATION 
 

In the name of the Father and of the t  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Order of Service:  

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins  and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave 

his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the t   Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let 

us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

 



[4] 

SONG OF PRAISE 938 – This is the Feast 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Let us pray. Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth your praise not by 

speaking but by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict with your will that our lives may bear 

witness to the faith we profess with our lips; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

✠  The Word  ✠ 
FIRST READING        Isaiah 63:7–9 
 

ISAIAH 63:7I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, 

 the deeds for which he is to be praised, 

 according to all the LORD has done for us— 

yes, the many good things 

 he has done for Israel, 

 according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
8He said, “Surely they are my people, 

 children who will be true to me”; 

 and so he became their Savior. 
9In all their distress he too was distressed, 

 and the angel of his presence saved them. 

In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 

 he lifted them up and carried them 

 all the days of old. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  Psalm 2D - Great Are the Works of the LORD 
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Tone 

 
 
Why do the nations / conspire  

   and the peoples / plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together a- / gainst the LORD  

   and against his A- / nointed.    Refrain on previous page 

  

The One enthroned in / heaven laughs;  

   the Lord / scoffs at them. 

He rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, / saying, 

   “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy / mountain.”   Refrain on previous page 

  

I will proclaim the / LORD’s decree:  

   He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your / Father.” 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain on previous page 
 

 

 

SECOND READING Galatians 4:4–7 
 

 GALATIANS 4:4But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 

the law, 5to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 6Because you 

are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 
7So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also 

an heir. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 
Please stand for the reading of the Gospel 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
After an introduction, the congregation sings the refrain: 
 

Refrain 

  
Tone (sung by the cantor) 

 
 

GOSPEL READING       Matthew 2:13–23 
 

 MATTHEW 2:13When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” 

he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is 

going to search for the child to kill him.” 

 14So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15where he 

stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: 

“Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

 16When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave 

orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in 

accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17Then what was said through the prophet 

Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
18“A voice is heard in Ramah, 

 weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children 

 and refusing to be comforted, 

 because they are no more.” 

 19After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20and said, 

“Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take 

the child’s life are dead.” 

 21So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he 

heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. 

Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23and he went and lived in a 

town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be called 

a Nazarene. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Repeat the refrain 
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Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 329 - All My Heart Again Rejoices 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

5.  Softly from his lowly manger  6.  Come, then, banish all your sadness! 

    Jesus calls                   One and all, 

    one and all,                 great and small, 

    “You are safe from danger.         come with songs of gladness; 

    Children, from the sins that grieve you            we shall live with him forever 

    you are freed;                  there on high 

    all you need                 in that joy 

    I will surely give you.”        which will vanish never. 
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✠  Sermon  ✠ 
Text: Galatians 4:4-7 

 

The Father's Christmas Wish 

Stand 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,       

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried.     

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven         

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

We appreciate the offerings given to support the work of  
God’s Kingdom here and throughout the world.  
Offerings can be given in any of these ways: 

• Set in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary 

• On the Calvary website: https://calvarydallas.org/give/ 

• Scan the QR code to the right… 

  
 

Give us a record of your visit through our online Connection Card,  
or by filling out the friendship register. The Connection  

Card tab can be found at the bottom right of any page of the Calvary website,  
https://calvarydallas.org or by scanning the QR code above. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
You may remain seated for prayer 
 

We praise you for your deeds, O Lord. In your love and mercy you redeemed us. For to us a Child is 

born. To us a Son is given. 

  

Send your Holy Spirit to our hearts. Strengthen our love for you. Strengthen our confidence in you. 

For to us a Child is born. To us a Son is given. 
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Rule over the nations of the earth. Govern and guide all rulers. Let your kingdom come with the 

spread of your holy Word, that good tidings of great joy may come to all people. For to us a Child is 

born. To us a Son is given. 

  

All wise and mighty Father, you arranged all things for the coming of your Son, and you sent him at 

your set time. Work all things for the good of your people, that we may be faithful and ready at the 

set time when he comes again. For to us a Child is born. To us a Son is given. 

  

Look with mercy and give your special blessing to those who weep during this season. Comfort 

those who mourn losses, heal those who are sick, and give the anxious patience that comes from 

faith in your promises. [We pray especially for…] Cheer them with your peace and good will in 

Christ. For to us a Child is born. To us a Son is given. 

  
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

  
Silent prayer. 

  

O God, when Herod killed the children of Bethlehem, you saved your only Son from death so that 

later, he might redeem the world by his death, and give us full rights as your children. Help us live 

as your people day by day, that we reflect your love and mercy always; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 351 - He Whose Praise the Shepherds Sounded 
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PRAYER  
 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by 

your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in 

holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 

Live in harmony with one another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 361 - Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 
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Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561, abr.; (sts. 1–3, 5–6): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, sts. 1-3,5,6, alt.; (st. 4): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, st. 4 

Tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text (st. 4): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714955 

Text (sts. 1–3, 5–6) and tune: Public domain 
 

Hymn 938 - This is the Feast 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–1980 

Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714955 
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Psalm 2D - Great Are the Works of the LORD 

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 
Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 

Music: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714955 
 

Hymn 329 - All My Heart Again Rejoices 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, abr., adapt.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. 

Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Hymn 351 - He Whose Praise the Shepherds Sounded 
Text: Latin, 15th cent.; tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963 

Tune: German, 14th cent. 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714955 

Tune: Public domain 
 

Hymn 361 - Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work II, 1873–1925, verses, alt. 

Tune: African American spiritual 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Church 

Text: Reprinted from Praying with the Readings: Prayers of the Church Based on the Readings of the Three-Year Lectionary, Year A, copyright © 2022 
Paul C. Stratman. Used with permission. __________   Notes:  Response is fromIsaiah 9:6Closing collect is modified from Now and Forever… 

 
All texts and music reprinted under: 

 OneLicense A-714955; 
CCLI # 3081415 [2/28/2026];  

Streaming License B CSPL036414 [1/31/2026] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


