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The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.
M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.
C Amen.

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

M Let us pray. Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself
our human nature. By his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and
transform us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



1 Samuel 2:18



But Samuel was ministering before the LORD -a boy wearing a linen ephod.
Each year his mother made him a little robe and took it to him when she went up with her
husband to offer the annual sacrifice. 20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, “May the
LORD give you children by this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and gave to
the LORD.” Then they would go home.
26
And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the LORD and with
men.
19

How lovely is your dwelling place,*
O LORD Almighty!
My soul yearns, even faints,*
for the courts of the LORD.
Blessed are those who dwell in your house;*
they are ever praising you.

Better is one day in your courts*
than a thousand elsewhere;
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God*
than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
O LORD Almighty,*
blessed are they who trust in you.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

HEBREWS 2:10

In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through
whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering.
11
Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So
Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12He says, “I will declare your name to my brothers;
in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises.” 13And again,
“I will put my trust in him.” And again he says,
“Here am I, and the children God has given me.”
14
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death
he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15and free those who all
their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16For surely it is not angels he helps, but
Abraham’s descendants. 17For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in
order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he
might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself suffered when he was
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

LUKE 2:41

Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. 42When he
was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. 43After the Feast was
over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they
were unaware of it. 44Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they
began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they went
back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47Everyone who heard him was
amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him, they were astonished.
His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been
anxiously searching for you.”
49
“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s
house?” 50But they did not understand what he was saying to them.
51
Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother
treasured all these things in her heart. 52And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with
God and men.




Luke 2:41-52

C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.
Lead Your Church, Lord, to follow the example of blessed Simeon, that all baptized Christians
would embrace the Christ Child by Word and faith, and so be ready to depart whenever they are
called. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lover of mankind, bind our families together in perfect harmony and rule our hearts with the
peace of Christ. Cause His Word to dwell richly among us, and let fathers and heads of the
household teach and admonish their families in all wisdom. Let our songs, words and deeds be
done in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, with thanksgiving. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Almighty God, Your Son alone is judge of the earth, who decides all matters in equity and
righteousness. Let us entrust ourselves to Christ and likewise delight in the fear of the Lord. Let
us not put our trust in princes and leaders of this world, who must judge by what they see and
hear. We pray for their health and wisdom and ask that we may honor them for the sake of
conscience before You. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Blessed Lord, help the sick and suffering, especially those who desire our prayers
[____________]. Surround them with Your love in Christ and, according to Your gracious will,
heal them. Comfort all those who mourn, [especially ____________,] and fill their hearts with
the certain hope of the resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We give thanks for our brothers and sisters who have departed in the peace of faith. Bring us with
them to see with our own eyes the light of the nations and the glory of Israel. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.





M

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help
us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

