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 Gathering 
OPENING HYMN

20 - When All the World Was Cursed
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Please stand

INVOCATION
The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms.

M In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

CONFESSION
M Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
The congregation may kneel.

C Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

ABSOLUTION
The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the sins of penitent sinners”
[The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?]. See John 20:21-23

M Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)

Mark 10:47
Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest worship responses in the Christian church.

M In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
M For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin
may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.
C Christ, have mercy.
M For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we
await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
M Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.
C Amen.

SALUTATION
This greeting has deep roots in Christian worship and marks the beginning of the Word section and the Sacrament section [page 11]
of the service.

M The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us
strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Be seated

 The Word 
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FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 11:1-10

“Repent” is the correct message from for the forerunner of the Messiah to announce because, as Isaiah predicted, the Messiah
will come with spiritual blessings and restoration.
ISAIAH 11:1

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear
fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD—3 and he
will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide
by what he hears with his ears; 4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he
will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 5 Righteousness will be his belt and
faithfulness the sash around his waist. 6 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie
down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead
them. 7 The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat
straw like the ox. 8 The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his
hand into the viper’s nest. 9 They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the
earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 In that day the
Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of
rest will be glorious.
2

PSALM

Psalm 130
Words: Adam M. L. Tice Copyright 2011 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music (SPRINGTIME 6.6.8.6): David Ward Copyright 2011 David Ward, admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources

For you, my God, I wait with hope born of the Word.
Like sleepless ones who long to dream I wait and call my Lord.
Lord, hear my pleading voice, with hope born of the Word.
As sleepless ones feel rest approach, I know my God is near.
If you should list my faults, the sins of heart and hand,
Like sleepless ones who groan at dawn I know I could not stand!
For even from the deep I know you hear my cries.
Like sleepless ones who dream at last, I ease my weary eyes.
And once my soul is still, in you I find my rest,
at peace as though a child upon a gentle mother’s breast.
O God, you are my hope; I know that you forgive.
Your love redeems me from the depths so I may rise and live.

SECOND LESSON

Romans 15:4-13
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God renewed the hope of his people by raising up the root of Jesse.
Hope in him reshapes our hearts and the resulting fruits of repentance show themselves in our renewed lives.
ROMANS 15:4

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through
endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
5
May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among
yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7
Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8For I
tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, to confirm the
promises made to the patriarchs 9so that the Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy, as it is
written:
“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles;
I will sing hymns to your name.” 10Again, it says,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 11And again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and sing praises to him, all you peoples.” 12And again, Isaiah says,
“The Root of Jesse will spring up,
one who will arise to rule over the nations;
the Gentiles will hope in him.” 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
M We light two Advent candles remembering Jesus, who came in history. He came into a world
of sin and death.
C We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist prepared the
way of the Lord.
M We hear his call to repent.
C We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for renewal.
M Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.
Two Advent candles are lit.
Please stand
The congregation stands and speaks words of acclamation out of respect for the words of Christ, our King.

GOSPEL

Matthew 3:1-12
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John is the voice calling in the desert, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
MATTHEW 3:1

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea 2and saying,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 3This is he who was spoken of through the prophet
Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the desert,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.’ ”
4
John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His
food was locusts and wild honey. 5People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the
whole region of the Jordan. 6Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.
7
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing,
he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Produce
fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham
as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10The ax
is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down
and thrown into the fire.
11
“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful
than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
12
His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into
the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
After the Gospel:

M This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated

HYMN OF THE DAY

16 - On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich content and connection to the day’s Gospel.


 Sermon 
Matthew 3:1-12

Advent Worship at Its Best
Stand

CONFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed
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Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed in the fourth century to defend the
Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity.

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER, OFFERTORY, and OFFERING
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.

Stand

 Prayers 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the Church in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Brief silence
Lord God Almighty, Your Son raised us up as children for Abraham when He baptized us with
Your Spirit. Give us the faith of our father Abraham, that as we await Your Son’s glorious
appearing, we may live in true repentance and bear fruit in keeping with it. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Your Son’s winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will come soon to clear His threshing floor.
Lift up the voice of His Church to announce boldly Your saving Word, that the many may be
rescued from the unquenchable fire and graciously gathered into His barn. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You have sent forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse so that He might judge the poor with
righteousness and decide with equity for the meek of the earth. Until His appearing, grant that
those who rule over us may enact just laws and faithfully enforce them, so that the weak may be
defended and the wicked punished. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Fill the sick and suffering with all joy and peace in believing, that by the power of the Holy Spirit
they may abound in hope in the midst of their trials and sorrows [especially _____________].
Grant wisdom and skill to those who care for them, that they may be granted healing in accord
with Your perfect will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
In the great feast of Your Son, You bring us into His glorious resting place when we eat His body
and drink His blood. In this blessed communion, fill us with the knowledge of You, so that we
might live now and forever in Your peace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
In Christ, You have confirmed Your promises to the patriarchs and given us cause to glorify You
for Your mercy. We give great thanks for Your faithfulness to all Your saints who now rest from
their labors. Rejoicing in Your promises to us, we pray that You would keep us faithful unto
death, that we, too, may rejoice with Your people forever. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Into Your hands, dear Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
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 The Sacrament 
PREFACE
The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The
opening sentences are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy.

M The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
M Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up to the Lord.
M Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C It is good and right so to do.
M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who comes with
his Father to make his home in human hearts, working repentance and faith by his Spirit until
he comes again. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your
holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9
Sanctus means holy. Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship by the
fourteenth century.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Jesus took bread and gave thanks (Matthew 26:26)

M Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son,
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from
sin, death, and the devil’s power.
By his incarnation, he became one with us.
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant
and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true
faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.
C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9-13

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Matthew 26:26-28 and 1 Corinthians 11:24,25
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As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation and sets apart the bread
and wine for the Lord’s use. The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ’s death.

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)

John 1:29

Jesus is God’s Lamb (Agnus Dei) of sacrifice, who was offered as a sacrifice for sin once for all.

Be seated
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DISTRIBUTION
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as Christians
who are united around a common confession of faith. Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of Calvary or churches
within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

13 - There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying

314 – O Living Bread from Heaven
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 Sending 
Stand

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis)

Luke 2:29-32
The Nunc Dimittis (“Now dismiss”) is also known as “The Song of Simeon.” Through God’s Word and sacrament, we have seen Jesus
Christ, and like Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior.
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M We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you give us to eat
and to drink in this sacrament. We pray that through this precious gift of yourself you would
feed our faith, nourish our hope, and strengthen our love that we might live as your people
now, and as your guests forever at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

BLESSING
The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them],
and I will bless them” (Numbers 6:27).

M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

4 (1,4,5) – Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 2019
“O Come, Let Us Adore Him!”
December 7,8

Advent 2

Regular weekend schedule

December 11

Midweek Advent

December 14,15

Advent 3

December 15

Calvary Christmas Concert

4:00 p.m.

December 18

Midweek Advent

7:00 p.m.

December 20

Children’s Christmas
Service

7:00 p.m.

December 21,22

Advent 4

December 24

Christmas Eve
Lessons and Carols

7:00 p.m.
Regular weekend schedule

Regular weekend schedule

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Compline
December 25

Christmas Day Festival
with the Lord’s Supper

December 28,29

1st Sunday after Christmas

December 31

New Year’s Eve
with the Lord’s Supper
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7:00 p.m.

11:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.

Regular weekend
schedule
7:00 p.m.

