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Order of Service The Service: Setting Three 
 

✠  Gathering  ✠ 
 

OPENING HYMN 324 - O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Please stand 

Order of Service:  

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
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INVOCATION 
 

In the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.  

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my thoughts, 

words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. 

I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his 

innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his 

life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 

his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) CW 190 
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Be seated 
 

SONG OF PRAISE Even so Come 
Worship Team sings; congregation joins to sing as comfortable. 
 

1 All of creation, all of the earth,  2 Call back the sinner, wake up the saint, 

 Make straight a highway, a path for the Lord.   Let ev’ry nation shout of Your fame. 

 Jesus is coming soon.   Jesus is coming soon. 

 
Refrain 

Like a bride waiting for her groom, we’ll be a church read for You. 

Ev’ry heart longing for our King, we sing “Even so come, Lord Jesus come. 

Even so some, Lord Jesus come.” 

 

3 There sill be justice, all will be new.  4 So we wait, we wait for You. 

 Your name forever, faithful and true.   God, we wait; You’re coming soon. 

 Jesus is coming soon.  Refrain   So we wait, we wait for You. 

  God, we wait; You’re coming soon.  Oh!  Refrain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, give us 

strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 
 

  The Word   
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 11:1–10 
From David’s line, the Spirit-anointed Messiah will bring justice, righteousness,  

and a peace so deep that even nature is reconciled. 
 

ISAIAH 11:1A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; ²from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

³The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 

 the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

 the Spirit of counsel and of might, 

 the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 

⁴and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 

 or decide by what he hears with his ears; 

⁵but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 

 with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 

He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 

 with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 

⁶Righteousness will be his belt 

 and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

⁷The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. 

⁸The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, 

 and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 

⁹The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 

 and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 

¹⁰They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, 

for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

¹¹In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to 

him, and his resting place will be glorious. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 103A The LORD Is Kind and Merciful 
 

Refrain 

 

 
 

Tone 

 
 

Praise the LORD, / my soul; 

   all my inmost being, praise his / holy name— 

who forgives / all your sins 

   and heals all your dis- / eases, 

who redeems your life / from the pit 

   and crowns you with love and com- / passion, 

who satisfies your desires / with good things 

   so that your youth is renewed like the / eagle’s.    

 
 Refrain 
  

The LORD is compassionate and / gracious, 

   slow to anger, abound- / ing in love. 

He does not treat us as our / sins deserve 

   or repay us according to our in- / iquities. 

For as high as the heavens are a- / bove the earth, 

   so great is his love for those who / fear him; 

as far as the east is / from the west, 

   so far has he removed our transgressions / from us. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    

 
Refrain 
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SECOND READING Romans 15:4–13 
God’s Word gives us endurance and encouragement,  

so that united in Christ we live in harmony and overflow with hope. 
 

ROMANS 15:4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the 

endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 
5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of 

mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6so that with one mind and one voice you may 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8For I tell 

you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made 

to the patriarchs might be confirmed 9and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 

mercy. As it is written: 
 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; 

I will sing the praises of your name.”  
 

10Again, it says, 
 

“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”  
 

11And again, 
 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; 

let all the peoples extol him.”  
 

12And again, Isaiah says, 
 

“The Root of Jesse will spring up, 

one who will arise to rule over the nations; 

in him the Gentiles will hope.”  
 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 
After a brief introduction, the congregation sings the refrain.  The cantor sings the tone.  Cong. repeats the refrain. 
 

Refrain 

 

 
Tone 

 
 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 3:1–12 
John the Baptist calls for repentance and readiness,  

preparing hearts for the reign of the one who brings God’s true peace. 
 

MATTHEW 3:1In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2and saying, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is he who was spoken of through the 

prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,  

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” 

 4John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food 

was locusts and wild honey. 5People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole 

region of the Jordan. 6Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 
7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he 

said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Produce fruit 

in keeping with repentance. 9And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 

father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10The ax is already 

at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown 

into the fire.  11“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more 

powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 

and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his 

wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 

 

Repeat the refrain 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 312 - Comfort, Comfort All My People 
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✠  Sermon  ✠ 
Isaiah 11:1-10 

 

Come Home to the Peace Only a Branch Could Bring 
1. Only a Branch brings peace from an impossible place 

2. Only a Branch brings peace through His Spirit-filled reign 

3. Only a Branch brings peace that ends all harm 

4. Only a Branch brings peace that welcomes the nations home 

Sermon Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please stand 

  The Confession of Faith   
NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 

with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, he came 

down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 

human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

We appreciate the offerings given to support the work of  
God’s Kingdom here and throughout the world.  
Offerings can be given in any of these ways: 

• Set in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary 

• On the Calvary website: https://calvarydallas.org/give/ 

• Scan the QR code to the right… 
  

 

Give us a record of your visit through our online Connection Card,  
or by filling out the friendship register.  The Connection Card tab can be found  

at the bottom right of any page of the Calvary website,  
https://calvarydallas.org or by scanning the QR code above. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
You may remain seated for prayer 

 

Jesus, our Lord Immanuel, you are the shoot from the stump of Jesse. You bring us hope out of 

hopelessness, life out of death, and power from weakness. Empower us to live holy lives as we look 

forward to the day of your coming. We wait for you, O Lord, we wait for you. In your Word we put 

our hope. 

  

Let the earth be full of your knowledge as the waters cover the sea. As your kingdom comes to 

human hearts, cool the heat of hatred and calm the frenzy of anger. Give us your Spirit of wisdom, 

understanding, counsel and power. We wait for you, O Lord, we wait for you. In your Word we put 

our hope. 

  

John the Baptist called out, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is near.” Fill the world with the 

sound of your gospel that more people may enjoy your forgiveness and peace. We wait for you, O 

Lord, we wait for you. In your Word we put our hope. 

  

We pray for those who watch over us for your sake, pastors, teachers, elders and others who teach 

and lead us in your church, so that through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 

hope. Fill their hearts with your Word that they take to heart what they also teach. We wait for you, 

O Lord, we wait for you. In your Word we put our hope. 

  

Bring your holy comfort to your people, especially those who suffer sickness and hardships of all 

kind, [especially…]. Remind them that you came to bear our griefs and carry our sorrows, and that 

their sins have been paid for by your blood. We wait for you, O Lord, we wait for you. In your Word 

we put our hope. 

  
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
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Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

  
Silent prayer. 

  

O Lord, move our hearts to constant repentance, and turn our hearts from every temptation and evil, 

that at your coming we may be ready to receive what you have promised; you live and reign, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 
 

 

  The Sacrament   
 
Please stand 

 

PREFACE and PROPER PREFACES 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the Baptist 

prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

After a brief introduction, the congregation sings: 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of your 

creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 
 

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, that he 

humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death and has 

brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 
 

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase our 

faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to 

his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your 

Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T  body, which is given for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my  

T  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 
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Be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one 
another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  Therefore, we ask that only those who 
are members of Calvary or churches within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Enter along the side aisles toward the altar area.  Move toward the center (unless otherwise 
directed).  After receiving the Supper, return to your seat down the middle aisle, depositing 
your cup in the receptacle. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 304 - What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 
 

 

 

 
 

Stand 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share our 

humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. 

We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so 

that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

Live in harmony with one another.  

Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look on you with favor and T  give you peace. Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 308 - There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 
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Come Home for Christmas at Calvary 
 

 

This season is a journey—one we take together. 
Each week, God draws us back to the place where hope, peace, joy, and love are found: in Christ, 

who makes us truly at home. 
 

 

Sundays in Advent & Christmas 
Our Come Home for Christmas series continues each Sunday as we follow the promise—from the 

holy mountain of Isaiah to the manger of Bethlehem, from the Branch of Jesse to the glory of the 

Word made flesh.  Come and hear the Gospel that gives a home to weary hearts. 

 

 

Wednesdays in Advent: The Jesse Tree - Anticipated 
In our midweek worship (Wednesday December 3, 10, & 17 at both 11:15 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.), we 

trace the promises that run like roots through Scripture—Adam, Abraham, David—each pointing to 

Christ, the Branch who brings life.  These brief, quiet services offer a midweek pause to rest in God’s 

faithfulness and prepare your heart for the Savior.  These themes anticipate the fuller version of 

the Jesse Tree presented by the children of our Elementary School, Kindergarten with GROW 

PreSchool. 

 

 

Children’s Christmas Service: The Jesse Tree 
On Friday, December 19 at 6:30 p.m., our children will lead us through the story of salvation using 

the symbols of the Jesse Tree—ten ornaments, ten promises, one Savior.  It is joyful, Christ-centered, 

and one of the most beautiful traditions of our congregation.  You’re invited to come, worship, 

and be encouraged by our young singers and readers. 
 

 

Wherever Christ is—there is home. 
Join us this Advent and Christmas as we follow the promises, listen to the Word, and rejoice in the 

Savior who has come to bring us near. 
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Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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Hymn 324 - O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, D. M. Luther's ... Geistliche Lieder, Berlin, 1653, abr.; tr. composite 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Even So, Come 
Text and Music: Chris Tomlin, Jess Cates, and Jason Ingram 

Arr. by Grant Wall 
© 2015 sixsteps Sonngs, Worship Together, S.D.G. Publishing; Go Mia Music, Chrissamsongs Inc. 

Open Hands Music 
 

Psalm 103A - The LORD Is Kind and Merciful 
Text: Lectionary for Mass 

Tune: Paul Tate, alt. 
Setting: Paul Tate, alt. 

Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714955 
Music: © 2013 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714955 

 
Hymn 312 - Comfort, Comfort All My People 

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1611–1684; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Hymn 304 - What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955 

Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813, ed. John Wyeth 
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714955 

Tune: Public domain 
 

Hymn 308 - There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying 
Text: James L. Milligan, 1876–1961, alt. 

Tune: Henry H. Bancroft, 1904–1988 
Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1938 Estate of Eldred Bancroft, admin. B. Burrows. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714955 
 

Prayer of the Church 
Text: Reprinted from Praying with the Readings: Prayers of the Church Based on the Readings of the Three-Year Lectionary, Year A, copyright © 2022 Paul C. 

Stratman. Used with permission. __________  Notes:  Refrain is fromPsalm 130:5Closing collect modified from The New Ancient Collects, #49, (Old edition, p. 
18.3, Gelasian) 

 
All texts and music reprinted under: 

 OneLicense A-714955; 
CCLI # 3081415 [2/28/2026];  

Streaming License B CSPL036414 [1/30/2026] 
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 2025 
 “Come Home for Christmas” 

 

Nov. 29, 30  Advent 1        Regular schedule 
 

December 3 Midweek Advent 11:15 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
 

December 6,7 Advent 2 Regular schedule 
 

December 10 Midweek Advent 11:15 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
 

December 13,14 Advent 3 Regular schedule 
 

December 14 GROW Pre-school & K 3:00 p.m. 

 Children’s Service 
 

December 17 Midweek Advent 11:15 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
 

December 19 Calvary School (Gr. 1-8) 6:30 p.m. 

 Children’s Service 
 

December 20,21 Advent 4 Regular schedule 
 

December 24 Christmas Eve 3:30 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

 Lessons and Carols 
 

 Christmas Eve 11:00 p.m. 

 Candlelight Compline  
 

December 25 Christmas Day Festival 9:30 a.m. 

 w/Lord’s Supper 
 

December 27,28 Christmas 1 Regular schedule 
 

December 31 New Year’s Eve 3:30 p.m. 

 w/Lord’s Supper 
 

 


