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OPENING HYMN

13 - There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying

[2]

INVOCATION
Minister
Congregation

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION
M God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner.
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)
M For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and
joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the
courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O
Christ.
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M For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here
their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in
your tender care:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M Let us pray.
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 35:1-10
We can be patient and persevere because God has promised that the coming of the
Messiah will change everything – and it will!
ISAIAH 35:1

The desert and the parched land will be glad;
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.
Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom;
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;
they will see the glory of the LORD,
the splendor of our God.
3

Strengthen the feeble hands,
steady the knees that give way;

4

say to those with fearful hearts,
“Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come,
he will come with vengeance;
with divine retribution
he will come to save you.”
5

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.

6

Then will the lame leap like a deer,
and the mute tongue shout for joy.
Water will gush forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert.
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7

The burning sand will become a pool,
the thirsty ground bubbling springs.
In the haunts where jackals once lay,
grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.

8

And a highway will be there;
it will be called the Way of Holiness.
The unclean will not journey on it;
it will be for those who walk in that Way;
wicked fools will not go about on it.

9

No lion will be there,
nor will any ferocious beast get up on it;
they will not be found there.
But only the redeemed will walk there,
10

and the ransomed of the LORD will return.
They will enter Zion with singing;
everlasting joy will crown their heads.
Gladness and joy will overtake them,
and sorrow and sighing will flee away.
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PSALM

Psalm 146
Refrain Tune: Lynn Trapp. © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Praise the LORD, | O my soul.*
I will sing praise to my God as long | as I live.
Do not put your trust in | princes,*
in mortal men, who | cannot save.
Blessed is he whose hope is in the | LORD his God,*
the maker of heav | en and earth.
Refrain
The LORD gives food to the | hungry,*
the LORD sets | prisoners free.
The LORD gives sight | to the blind,*
the LORD lifts up those who are | bowed down.
The LORD watches over the | outcast*
and sustains the fatherless and the | widow.
The LORD remains faithful for | ever.*
He upholds the cause of | the oppressed.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Refrain
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SECOND LESSON James 5:7-11
Patience and perseverance are admirable Christian qualities as we wait for Jesus’ return.
JAMES 5:7

Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits
for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring
rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t
grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the
door!
10
Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we consider blessed those who have
persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally
brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
M We light four Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Mary.
He came to share our humanity.
C We remember Jesus, whose name means Savior. He came to save his people
from their sins.
M We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts.
C We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope.
M Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.
Four Advent candles are lit.
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GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-11
Jesus’ confession helps any doubters to persevere in their faith in Jesus as the long
expected Messiah.
MATTHEW 11:2

3

When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples
to ask him, “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?”

Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind
receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead
are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 6 Blessed is the man who does not
fall away on account of me.”
4

7

As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John:
“What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what
did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are
in kings’ palaces. 9 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more
than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written:
“ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’
11

I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater
than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds:

HYMN OF THE DAY

14 - Arise, O Christian People
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SERMON
Job 1:6-22

Wait for Deliverance
1. God will deliver you
2. Meanwhile, he has a plan

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE NICENE CREED
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.
Brief silence
For the Church, that the glad tidings of her approaching Savior would sustain her in faith
so that in the midst of the evils of this present age, she might patiently await His
appearing in glory; let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who suffer for Christ, that as they are persecuted, imprisoned and martyred,
they may be kept steadfast in their trials until they obtain gladness and joy where all
sorrow and sighing flee away; let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the homeless and the hungry and those who suffer want through unemployment, that
they may receive the help that they need, and that we as God’s blessed children may live
out our calling to serve Christ in them; let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and suffering, [and especially for _____________,] that the One who opens
the eyes of the blind and makes the lame man leap like a deer may sustain them in their
trials with His compassion and grant them healing in accord with His perfect will; let us
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who come to the Lord’s Supper, that as they may partake of the body and blood
that was offered up for their ransom, they may be grounded in the truth that they are the
redeemed of the Lord, so that they may ever rejoice in His forgiveness and life; let us
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Into Your hands, dear Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE and PROPER PREFACES
M The Lord be with you.

M Lift up your hearts.

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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M Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing. Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring
light to those living in darkness and in the shadow of death. Now have come the
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.
To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory for ever and ever:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)

[14]

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)
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DISTRIBUTION
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with
one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. Therefore, we ask that only
those who are members of Calvary or churches within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s
Supper.

20 – When All the World Was Cursed

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
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THANKSGIVING
THANK THE LORD

PRAYER AND BLESSING
M Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here
may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son
may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and
blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

[17]

M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

[18]

1 – The Advent of our King

CLOSING HYMN

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
[19]

Advent and Christmas at Calvary
Weekend Worship during the Advent Season
Saturday evening at 6 pm and Sunday morning at 8 and 11 am
All services during Advent will include the celebration of the Lord’s Supper
1st Sunday in Advent – November 27, 2016
2nd Sunday in Advent – December 4, 2016
3rd Sunday in Advent – December 11, 2016
4th Sunday in Advent – December 18, 2016

Wednesday Worship during the Advent Season
Soup Suppers begin at 6 pm in the fellowship hall
Worship at 7 pm in the sanctuary
November 30, 2016 – Advent Lessons and Carols
December 7, 2016 – Advent Worship
December 14, 2016 – Advent Worship

Special Services during Advent and Christmas
Friday, December 16, 2016 – Children’s Christmas Service
7 pm – Worship in the Sanctuary
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 – Christmas Concert
7 pm – in the Sanctuary
Saturday, December 24, 2016 – Christmas Eve
7 pm – Lesson and Carols and 11 pm Christmas Compline
Sunday, December 25, 2016 – Christmas Day
9:30 am – Christmas Worship with Communion
Saturday, December 31, 2016 – New Year’s Eve
7 pm – Worship with Communion
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