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Order of Service for

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
About the Service
This service contains many elements from the new WELS hymnal, Christian Worship. The
flow of the service follows Christian Worship – The Service: Setting Two. Most of the
hymns, canticles, and songs appear in Christian Worship.
Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
The Service: Setting Two. From Christian Worship © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House
onelicense.net A-714955; CCLI # 3081415 2/28/2022; Streaming License B CSPL036414 3/31/2022]

The Service
Opening Hymn

28 – Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord
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Stand

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the
Amen.

+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

+
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Lord, Have Mercy

Kyrie

Presiding minister sings each invitation to pray. Cantor/congregation sing responses

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Glory to God in the Highest

Gloria in Excelsis

Refrain

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Refrain
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of
the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our
prayer.
Refrain
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, the Father. Amen.
Refrain
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The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us
from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading

Jeremiah 33:14-16

In Jeremiah’s day, the Lord said, “the days are coming!” We say, “the days are here!”

JEREMIAH 33:14

“ ‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the gracious
promise I made to the house of Israel and to the house of Judah.
15
“ ‘In those days and at that time
I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line;
he will do what is just and right in the land.
16
In those days Judah will be saved
and Jerusalem will live in safety.
This is the name by which it will be called:
The LORD Our Righteousness.’

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

-6-

PSALM

Psalm 25
Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,
www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

To you, O LORD, I lift | up my soul;*
in you I trust, | O my God.
Remember, O LORD, your great mer | cy and love,*
for they are | from of old.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my re | bellious ways;*
according to your love remember me, for you are | good, O LORD.
Refrain
Turn to me and be gra | cious to me,*
for I am lonely and af | flicted.
Look upon my affliction and | my distress*
and take away | all my sins.
Guard my life and | rescue me,*
for I take ref | uge in you.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Refrain
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Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Be ready, because it’s time for Jesus to come home again.
1 THESSALONIANS 3:9

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have
in the presence of our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we
may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith.
11
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come
to you. 12May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for
everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be
blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with
all his holy ones.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Sung by the cantor

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Come to us, Emmanuel; come and set your people free.
Stand

Gospel

Luke 21:25-36

There are signs all around us that Christ could return anytime. It’s time!
LUKE 21:25

“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in
anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26Men will faint from terror,
apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27At
that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
28
When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.”
29
He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30When they sprout
leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 31Even so, when you see
these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
32
“I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these
things have happened. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass
away.
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34

“Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and
the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. 35For it will
come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be always on the watch, and
pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to
stand before the Son of Man.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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Hymn of the Day

7 – Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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Sermon

Home for Christmas… It’s Time
Luke 21:25-36

Stand

Confession of Faith

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Let us pray for the whole Church in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
To You, O Lord, we lift up our souls and in You we put our trust. Do not let us be ashamed
of our hope but come quickly. Sustain us by Your Holy Spirit, that we may have joy at the
advent of Christ, our Savior. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

- 11 -

O Lord, our King, righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne, and
steadfast love and faithfulness go before You. Watch over the authorities of our land, and
grant that they govern justly so that we may live in peace as we proclaim Your love and
faithfulness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We give thanks to You, O God, that as You establish our hearts blameless in holiness before
You, so You also provide for all our needs in this body and life. Hear our earnest prayers for
those who are in need of Your mercy, [especially _____________,] and comfort all who
mourn [including _____________] until the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God and Father, direct the way of all who travel. Protect them on their way,
preserve them from loss and complication, and grant them success in their journey and joy
upon their return home. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Blessed are You, O Lord, and blessed is Your Son, Jesus Christ, who came in Your name to
save us from sin and death. As He visits us this day with His body and blood under the
bread and wine, give us penitent hearts that worthily welcome His coming and rejoice in
His gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy God, You declared that the days were coming when You would accomplish our
salvation, and in Your time You caused Your Son, the righteous Branch, to spring up for
David. By Your grace, keep us joined as branches to Christ, that we might bear fruit until
the day He returns in glory; for He lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MUSICAL OFFERING
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The Sacrament
Preface

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore,
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their
glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Sanctus
Glory to God 565
TEXT: Trad. Liturgical text
MUSIC (SANCTUS (Haugen)): Marty Haugen, 1984, © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the
world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the
grace of your Son, Jesus Christ.
Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death,
even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its
curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with
you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace. and glory.
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering,
death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven.
Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you – the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured our for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)
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Distribution
Distribution Hymn

9 - Jesus, Your Church with Longing Eyes

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in
this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day
when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

+

Amen.

Closing Hymn

1 - The Advent of Our King
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Gifts No-one Wants
Sermon Series for Mid-week during Advent
You’ve heard of “white elephant” gifts. You may have even participated in a gift exchange in
which “white elephant” gifts were required. You may have some items around your house that
you received as “white elephant” gifts.
If you’re in the dark about what a “white elephant” gift is, here’s a brief explanation from a
Google search: The term “white elephant” refers to an extravagant, impractical gift that cannot
be easily disposed of. The phrase is said to come from the historic practice of the King of Siam
(now Thailand) giving rare albino elephants to courtiers who had displeased him, so that they
might be ruined by the animals’ upkeep costs.
Today, the phrase often refers to the exchanging of gifts that appear rather useless (usually not
something one even purchased, but had lying around in the house, doing little more than taking
up space). The more unreasonable, the more entertaining it is to exchange such “white
elephant” gifts.
“White elephant” gifts are usually not gifts anyone wants. It’s less about the gift and more
about the entertainment.
In this Advent run up to Christmas, people are busy contemplating, buying, wrapping, and
exchanging gifts with their loved ones. The tradition of Christmas gift giving is a reflection of
the Christmas “spirit”, namely, that God the Father was the first one to give a gift – His Son,
Jesus – as a child in Bethlehem who came to be the Savior for sinners.
Forgiveness, life, salvation – those are gifts we want. But consider that to give us those gifts,
Jesus had to take something from us. In a way, there is a gift exchange – we get the Savior Jesus
from the Father and, from us, Jesus gets… ? … Jesus gets… ? … Jesus gets… ?
… well, let’s just say that Jesus gets, from us, Gifts that No-one Wants! “White elephant” gifts,
for sure. But, you and I rejoice that Jesus was willing to participate in the exchange, anyway.
Join us on Wednesday evenings at 7:00, December 1, 8, and 15 for Midweek Advent worship and
find out what are the Gifts that No-one Wants.
Come early to participate in food and fellowship beginning at 6:00 p.m. each of those evenings
at our Calvary Advent Soup Suppers.
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Home for Christmas
Sermon Series for the Seasons of Advent and Christmas
Cold outside, but warm inside. A rush of activity, and then relaxing. Giving gifts and getting
gifts. Christmas at my home circa 1970’s. And that’s what I would expect if I were to travel to
the homestead for Christmas 2021!
What was home like in the Christmases you remember? Who’s coming Home for Christmas
this year?
The thought of being Home for Christmas stokes warm feeling of nostalgia. Kids get excited to
see the grandparents or their older siblings. Brother and sisters look forward to spending time
together. Grandma and grandpa want to spoil the grandkids. Who doesn’t look forward to
being Home for Christmas?
From within the entire universe, this planet we call “Earth” is the one place God once called
“home”. It is the moment of his “homecoming” that Christmas celebrates… Jesus, God in the
flesh, came down from heaven to live with us on earth. He didn’t come out of a sense of
nostalgia, but he came from a place of love. “God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son…” (John 3:16) Even while we look forward to our family homecomings this Advent
and Christmas season, it is the truth that Jesus came Home for Christmas that fills us with the
greatest joy.
During the Advent season we get our heads and hearts ready to celebrate again that Jesus came
Home for Christmas to save sinners. Then, when the calendar turns to Christmas, we lift our
voices in praise of the one who came Home for Christmas so that he could one day take us
home to heaven. Join us at Calvary this Advent and Christmas season as we capture the
sentiments of what it means to come Home for Christmas.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

(1st Sunday in Advent, Nov. 28, 2021)
(2nd Sunday in Advent, Dec. 5, 2021)
(3rd Sunday in Advent, Dec. 12, 2021)
(4th Sunday in Advent, Dec. 19, 2021)
(Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, 2021)
(Christmas Day, Dec. 25, 2021)
(1st Sunday after Christmas, Dec. 26, 2021)
(2nd Sunday after Christmas, Jan. 2, 2022)
(The Epiphany, Jan. 9, 2022)

Home for Christmas: It’s time
Home for Christmas: It’s hard
Home for Christmas: It’s exciting
Home for Christmas: It’s blessed
Home for Christmas: It’s here
Home for Christmas: It’s near
Home for Christmas: It’s just starting
Home for Christmas: It’s freeing
Home for Christmas: It’s for all
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 2021
“Home for Christmas”
November 27,28

Advent 1

Regular schedule

December 1

Midweek Advent

7:00 p.m.

December 4,5

Advent 2

Regular schedule

December 8

Midweek Advent

7:00 p.m.

December 11,12

Advent 3

Regular schedule

December 15

Midweek Advent

7:00 p.m.

December 17

Children’s Service

6:30 p.m.

December 18,19

Advent 4

Regular schedule

December 24

Christmas Eve
Lessons and Carols

3:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve
Lessons and Carols

7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Compline
December 25

Christmas Day Festival
with the Lord’s Supper

11:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.

NO SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP
December 26

1st Sunday after Christmas Regular Schedule

December 31

New Year’s Eve
with the Lord’s Supper

7:00 p.m.

January 1 & 2, 2022

Christmas 1

Regular schedule
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