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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
Service of the Word  Christian Worship, p. 38 

The Service of the Word © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.   
Used by permission, including hymn 341, 278, 217, 361, 368, and Psalm 45 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

OPENING HYMN  341 - Crown Him with Many Crowns 
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INVOCATION 

 

Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation   And also with you.   

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Hark! The glad celestial song  Blest Redeemer, virgin’s Son, 

Angel choirs above are raising; Over death his vict’ry claiming, 

Prophets, martyrs join the throng, Now ascended to his throne, 

In unceasing chorus praising Judge and king, his grace proclaiming, 

With the Church in one accord: Opens heav’n to all his own. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord! Praise and thanks to God alone! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M Let us pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the evil 

one. Fill our hearts with joy and peace as we look with hope to that day when every 

creature in heaven and earth will acclaim you King of kings and Lord of lords to your 
unending praise and glory; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON  Daniel 7:13,14 
In vision Daniel sees Christ the King given authority to rule by the Ancient of Days. 

 
DANIEL 7:13

 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of 

man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led 

into his presence. 
14

 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, 
nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting 

dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 

 

 

PSALM Psalm 45 
Refrain Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer (admin. Northwestern Publishing House).  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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My heart is stirred by a | noble theme* 

 as I recite my verses | for the King. 

 

You are the most excel | ent of men,* 

 and your lips have been anoint | ed with grace. 

 

Gird your sword upon your side, O | Mighty One;* 

 clothe yourself with splendor and | majesty. 

 

In your majesty ride forth vic | toriously;* 

 let your right hand display | awesome deeds.     Refrain 

 

Your throne, O God, will last for ever and | ever;* 

 a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your | kingdom. 

 

You love righteousness and hate | wickedness;* 

 therefore God has anointed you with the | oil of joy. 

 

I will perpetuate your memory through all gener | ations;* 

 therefore the nations will praise you for ever and | ever. 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit, 

as it was in the be | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen.                    Refrain 

 

SECOND LESSON Revelation 1:4b-8 
Christ’s greatest act as King seems to our eyes to be his lowliest.  Oh, how we wait to see 
our King return in grandeur! 

 
REVELATION 1:4b

 Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to 

come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 
5 
and from Jesus Christ, who is the 

faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

 
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 

6
 and has made us 

to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father--to him be glory and power for 

ever and ever! Amen. 
 
7
 Look, he is coming with the clouds, 
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    and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; 

    and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. 
        So shall it be! Amen. 

 

    
8
 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and 

who is to come, the Almighty.” 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

O Jesus, Shepherd, Guardian, Friend,  

My Prophet, Priest, and King, 

My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,  

Accept the praise I bring.  (358:5) 

 

GOSPEL  John 18:33-37 
Jesus testifies to his kingship before Pilate. 

 
JOHN 18:33

 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, 

“Are you the king of the Jews?” 

 
34 

“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 

 
35

 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your people and your chief priests who 
handed you over to me. What is it you have done?” 

 
36

 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to 
prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 

    
 37

 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 

    
 Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was 

born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of 

truth listens to me.” 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  217 - The Head that Once Was Crowned 

 

 

 

SERMON 
 Daniel 7:13,14 

 

End with a Doxology 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH - THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Let us pray for the whole Church and for all people according to their needs. 
 

Brief silence 

 
Heavenly Father, You have revealed through created things, destined for destruction, a 

Kingdom that shall never be destroyed. In these gray and latter days, set the hearts of 

Your baptized children on what lasts, and help us to be a people who truly wait with 

anticipation for the glorious appearing of Christ the King. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 
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Kind and merciful One, Your Son came into the world to bear witness to the truth. Open 

the mouths of all servants of Your Word, and enable them to speak truly and boldly of 
Jesus and how He has loved us and freed us from our sins by His blood. Raise up ever 

new workers to spread Your Word and speak Your promises. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 
Omnipotent One, Your Son is truly the firstborn of the dead and the ruler of the kings of 

the earth. Remember in Your mercy our president and Congress, and all who bear office 

in our land. Give them wisdom to know what is right, courage to follow it and integrity to 
do so in honor. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Ancient of Days, You know the secret of our hearts. Give to us genuine repentance and 
faith, that we may live ever mindful of Your Day of Judgment, knowing that You alone 

can keep us from stumbling and present us blameless before the presence of Your glory 

with great joy. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
In the midst of heaven and earth that pass away, we beg You, Father, to strengthen by the 

Words that will never pass away all who are in any affliction or trouble, heartache or pain 

[particularly Your servants _________________]. Remove from them all fear, and help 
them to look forward to their full and final healing at the appearing of Your Son. Lord, in 

Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Receive our thanks and praise 

for all those who have died in the faith, and bring us to share with them in the splendors 

of the new heaven and the new earth. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  now and 

forever.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN 361 - Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
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PRAYER 

 

M Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

  

 

BLESSING 

 
M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

 Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
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CLOSING HYMN    368 - O Savior, Precious Savior 

 
 

 

 

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 

  


