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OPENING HYMN

220 – O’er the Distant Mountains Breaking

INVOCATION
Minister

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation

[2]

M Beloved in the Lord: Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner.

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)

ABSOLUTION
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:

CHOIR

Jerusalem, My Happy Home

The congregation is invited to join in singing the last verse.
Jerusalem my happy home When shall I come to thee?
When shall my sorrows have an end? Thy joys when shall I see?
O happy harbor of the saints O sweet and pleasant soil!
In thee no sorrow may be found, No grief, no care, no toil.

[3]

Thy gardens and thy gallant walks Continually are green;
There grow such sweet and pleasant flow’rs As nowhere else are seen.
Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there Around my Savior stand,
And soon my friends in Christ below Will join the glorious band.
Jerusalem, my happy, Would God I were in thee!
Would God my woes were at an end Thy joys that I might see!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M The Lord be with you.

M Let us pray. Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your
Holy Spirit that we may always look forward to the end of this present evil age and to
the day of your righteous judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith and
present us at last holy and blameless before you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Malachi 4:1,2a
The Day of Judgment is terror for the unbeliever, but joy for the believer.
“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and
every evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the
LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 2 But for you who revere
my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings.
MALACHI 4:1

[4]

PSALM

Psalm 90

All
Women
Men
Women
Men

All

[5]

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 9:24-28
Christ – the author of salvation and object of our faith – is the one who comes to judge.
HEBREWS 9:24

For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the
true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. 25 Nor did he
enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most
Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. 26 Then Christ would have had to
suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all at
the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just as man is
destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to
take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but
to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds:

GOSPEL John 5:19-24
There is agreement between Father and Son concerning the Day of Judgment.
Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by
himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does
the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your
amazement he will show him even greater things than these. 21 For just as the Father
raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to
give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son,
23
that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the
Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.
24
“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has
eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.
JOHN 5:19

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds:

[6]

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY

382 - My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

[7]

SERMON
Malachi 4:1,2a

Judgment Day Is a Sure Thing
1. In its arrival
2. In its results

PRAISE AND PRAYER
RESPONSE TO THE WORD

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
The day of the Lord is coming, and the Lord will sound forth its coming. Let us call in
the name of Jesus Christ to Him who will give answer to our prayers.
Brief silence

[8]

Keep us from walking in idleness, O Lord, and encourage us in our Lord, Jesus Christ, to
fulfill the vocations You have given us for those here on earth and for the sake of Your
eternal Kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Keep us from the fear of signs and terrors and guard our hearts, O Lord, in the confidence
that because we belong to You, nothing shall separate us from Your love. Make Your
Church, her pastors and all who serve her faithful in their work, that the Gospel may be
preached and many drawn to the name of the Lord before the day of salvation ends. Lord,
in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Keep us steadfast, O Lord, in the face of temptation, strong in the face of trial and
unwavering in faith, trusting in Your Word and doing the good works of Him who called
us from darkness into His marvelous light. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Keep, O Lord, the sick and all who suffer, and grant the grieving comfort and the dying
peace. Especially remember those we name in our hearts, that in the afflictions of this
mortal life we may not doubt nor fear but trust the Lord to provide all things needful to
sustain us through illness, pain and even death. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
As the days pass and all things move to their appointed end, keep us from being
complacent. Keep us alert and awake so that when the day comes, we may greet the Lord
and rejoice in His eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

[9]

SERMON HYMN

207 - The Day Is Surely Drawing Near

Final stanza is on the facing page

[10]

PRAYER AND BLESSING
M Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and
confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

[11]

CLOSING HYMN

376 - Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
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