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Minister

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation

And also with you.

M God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on
me a sinner.

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.





M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy,
hear our prayer, O Lord.

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your
tender care:

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.

M Let us pray. Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy
Spirit that we may always look forward to the end of this present evil age and to the day of
your righteous judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith and present us at last holy
and blameless before you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. God, now and forever.





“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every
evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the LORD
Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 2 But for you who revere my name, the sun
of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings.
MALACHI 4:1

Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.
Before the mountains were born
or you brought forth the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
For a thousand years in your sight are like a day
that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night.
You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your presence.
You turn mortals back to dust.
You sweep them away in the sleep of death.
The length of our days is seventy years — or eighty, if we have the strength;
yet their span is but trouble and sorrow.
Teach us to number our days aright,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.

HEBERWS 9:24

For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true
one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. 25Nor did he enter heaven
to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year
with blood that is not his own. 26Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the
creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with
sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face
judgment, 28so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will
appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.

Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself;
he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also
does. 20For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will
show him even greater things than these. 21For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them
life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22Moreover, the Father judges no
one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23that all may honor the Son just as they honor the
Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.
24
“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life
and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.
JOHN 5:19




John 5:19-24

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.





O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are new every
morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of your children on earth. We
praise you for every grace and blessing.
Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation in Christ Jesus
be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. Use our ministries and offerings to extend your
healing and your hope.
We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our national, state, and
local governments. Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.
Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness toward their
workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their workmanship. Help us find
satisfaction in all work well done.
Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students read, think, and
communicate in ways that will promote an informed and responsible citizenry. Arouse curious
minds to discover the wonders of your created order. Give us teachers and students who
pursue excellence.
Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed commitment to be
good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to regard their parents as your
representatives. Lead us to love one another as you have loved us.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear and with
the faith that you will respond for our welfare. Amen.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.





M The Lord be with you.

M Lift up your hearts.

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. He protects and preserves his Church in every age and gives us confidence
to lift up our heads and watch for Jesus with joy. Now have come the salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever:

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M The peace of the Lord be with you always.





M Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

Finish Strong (End Times Worship Series)
Jim George – author, motivational speaker, pastor, and pharmacist (!) – is credited with penning the slogan,
“It’s not how you start that’s important, but how you finish!”
Apply that to our spiritual lives. We “start” with two feet in the eternal grave. We come into this world as
rebel children born from rebel parents – and there is nothing we can do, on our own, to change that. Left to
our own devices, we would remain rebels and our end would be even worse than our beginning… an
eternity apart from God’s grace, laboring underneath God’s wrath. This reflects what the Apostle Paul
instructed to the Ephesian congregation, “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you
used to walk when you conformed to the ways of this world and of the ruler of the power of the air,
the spirit who is now at work in the sons of disobedience. All of us also lived among them at one time,
fulfilling the cravings of our flesh and indulging its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by
nature children of wrath.” In other words, our “start” is not great.
The Good News is that we don’t have to stay that way. God promises that HE can change our circumstance
so that our end is far different from our start. The Apostle Paul continues, “But because of His great love
for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in our
trespasses. It is by grace you have been saved! And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with
Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus…” Though we may start as rebels, we end as children of
God – even brothers and sisters of Jesus, God’s Son and our Savior.
Let’s also apply this to the Church Year. Here, I’d have to admit that I don’t know how you started. Was
there a buzz in your life when this current Church Year began in November 2020 with the onset of Advent?
Did Christmas bear its normal festive mood? Were you thrilled at the message of the resurrection on
Easter? Or did another year under a pandemic or the beginning of economic struggles dampen your spirit?
Whatever your circumstance, we aim to Finish Strong! The readings and themes of the End Times season
are strong, even defiant. We will not let a year of sin overshadow the grace of our Savior! More
importantly, GOD will not let our sin triumph, but with the power of his grace he will meet us in his Word,
judge us by his mercy, glorify his saints, and triumph in truth.
Join us for weekend worship this End Times season, as we Finish Strong!
1st Sunday of End Time - Reformation (10/31): .................... Driven to the Word (Mark 13:5-11)
2nd Sunday of End Time - Last Judgment (11/7): .................. Honor the Judge (John 5:19-24)
3rd Sunday of End Time - Saints Triumphant (11/14):........... Grace beyond Compare (John 5:25-29)
4th Sunday of End Time - Christ the King (11/21):................ Truth Wins (John 18:33-37)

November 27,28

Advent 1

Regular schedule

December 1

Midweek Advent

7:00 p.m.

December 4,5

Advent 2

Regular schedule

December 8

Midweek Advent

7:00 p.m.

December 11,12

Advent 3

Regular schedule

December 15

Midweek Advent

7:00 p.m.

December 17

Children’s Service

6:30 p.m.

December 18,19

Advent 4

Regular schedule

December 22

Christmas Concert

4:00 p.m.

December 24

Christmas Eve
Lessons and Carols

3:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve
Lessons and Carols

7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Compline
December 25

Christmas Day Festival
with the Lord’s Supper

11:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.

NO SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP
December 26

1st Sunday after Christmas Regular Schedule

December 31

New Year’s Eve
with the Lord’s Supper

7:00 p.m.

January 1 & 2, 2022

Christmas 1

Regular schedule

