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A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon;
He helps us free from ev’ry need That has us now o’ertaken.
The old evil foe Now means deadly woe;
Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight;
On earth is not his equal.
With might of ours can naught be done; Soon were our loss effected.
But for us fights the valiant one Whom God himself elected.
You ask, “Who is this?” Jesus Christ it is,
The almighty Lord. And there’s no other God;
He holds the field forever.





This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD : 2 “Go down to the
potter’s house, and there I will give you my message.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and
I saw him working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his
hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.
5
Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6 “O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this
potter does?” declares the LORD. “Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, O
house of Israel. 7 If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down
and destroyed, 8 and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on
it the disaster I had planned. 9 And if at another time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be
built up and planted, 10 and if it does evil in my sight and does not obey me, then I will reconsider
the good I had intended to do for it.
11
“Now therefore say to the people of Judah and those living in Jerusalem, ‘This is what the
LORD says: Look! I am preparing a disaster for you and devising a plan against you. So turn
from your evil ways, each one of you, and reform your ways and your actions.’
JEREMIAH 18:1

Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not overpow’r us.
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none. He’s judged; the deed is done!
One little word can fell him.

REVELATION 14:6

Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to
proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7He said in a
loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship
him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

The Word they still shall let remain, Nor any thanks have for it;
He’s by our side upon the plain With his good gifts and Spirit.
And do what they will—Hate, steal, hurt, or kill—
Though all may be gone, Our victory is won;
The kingdom’s ours forever!

Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 6Many will come in my
name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. 7When you hear of wars and rumors of wars,
do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 8Nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines.
These are the beginning of birth pains.
9
”You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in
the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to
them. 10And the gospel must first be preached to all nations. 11Whenever you are arrested and
brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the
time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.
MARK 13:5




Mark 13:5-11

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 © 1970, 1975 Celebration.

I want to walk as a child of the light;
I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world;
The star of my life is Jesus.

I want to see the brightness of God;
I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path
And show me the way to the Father. Refrain

Refrain
In him there is no darkness at all;
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

I’m looking for the coming of Christ;
I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
We shall know the joy of Jesus.
Refrain

Almighty and eternal God, when the time had fully come, you sent your Son to take our place
under the demands of the law and to endure the just punishment for our sins. For our sake you
accepted his sacrifice on the cross and raised him from death to glorious splendor. Praise the
Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
When the time had fully come, you bestowed your Spirit on your people as a testimony that you
had called them to proclaim the gospel to every creature. Equipped and encouraged, they carried
the Word of salvation into all the world. The Lord reigns. Let the earth be glad; let the
distant shores rejoice.
When the time had fully come, you raised up your servant Martin Luther to restore the pure and
right teaching of the Scriptures to a troubled Church. You renewed your people with the light of
your love, and your holy church grew and prospered throughout the world. God is our refuge
and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.
When the time had fully come, you made our forefathers bold to take their stand on the truth of
your Word. You have blessed their sons and daughters and have enabled us to preserve and
proclaim the saving gospel. Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be
known to all the world.
Let this be a time, O Lord, when you renew us again by Word and sacrament, when you reform
our hearts and minds, and when you restore to us the joy of fellowship and service. Grant to us in
this age and in this place the courage of the apostles, the steadfastness of the reformers, and the
dedication of those who have gone before us. May the Lord our God be with us as he was
with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us.

May this be a time, O Lord, for confession and repentance. Forgive us for the apathy that harms
our faith and hinders our works. Forgive us for boasting of our past achievements and for blaming
others for our present problems. Rid us of indifference to public worship and Bible study. Destroy
the distrust that plagues us, and shatter every thought and word that harms the unity of the Spirit
and the bond of peace. Create in us pure hearts, O God, and renew steadfast spirits within
us.
Let this be a time, O Lord, when we recommit and reconsecrate ourselves to the ministry of the
gospel. Let us find joy in our unity, zeal for our work, and success in our labor. May God be
gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us, that his ways may be known on
earth, his salvation among all nations. Amen.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to
this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into
sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight,
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
Amen.

Finish Strong (End Times Worship Series)
Jim George – author, motivational speaker, pastor, and pharmacist (!) – is credited with penning the slogan,
“It’s not how you start that’s important, but how you finish!”
Apply that to our spiritual lives. We “start” with two feet in the eternal grave. We come into this world as
rebel children born from rebel parents – and there is nothing we can do, on our own, to change that. Left to
our own devices, we would remain rebels and our end would be even worse than our beginning… an
eternity apart from God’s grace, laboring underneath God’s wrath. This reflects what the Apostle Paul
instructed to the Ephesian congregation, “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you
used to walk when you conformed to the ways of this world and of the ruler of the power of the air,
the spirit who is now at work in the sons of disobedience. All of us also lived among them at one time,
fulfilling the cravings of our flesh and indulging its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by
nature children of wrath.” In other words, our “start” is not great.
The Good News is that we don’t have to stay that way. God promises that HE can change our circumstance
so that our end is far different from our start. The Apostle Paul continues, “But because of His great love
for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in our
trespasses. It is by grace you have been saved! And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with
Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus…” Though we may start as rebels, we end as children of
God – even brothers and sisters of Jesus, God’s Son and our Savior.
Let’s also apply this to the Church Year. Here, I’d have to admit that I don’t know how you started. Was
there a buzz in your life when this current Church Year began in November 2020 with the onset of Advent?
Did Christmas bear its normal festive mood? Were you thrilled at the message of the resurrection on
Easter? Or did another year under a pandemic or the beginning of economic struggles dampen your spirit?
Whatever your circumstance, we aim to Finish Strong! The readings and themes of the End Times season
are strong, even defiant. We will not let a year of sin overshadow the grace of our Savior! More
importantly, GOD will not let our sin triumph, but with the power of his grace he will meet us in his Word,
judge us by his mercy, glorify his saints, and triumph in truth.
Join us for weekend worship this End Times season, as we Finish Strong!
1st Sunday of End Time - Reformation (10/31): .................... Driven to the Word (Mark 13:5-11)
2nd Sunday of End Time - Last Judgment (11/7): .................. Honor the Judge (John 5:19-24)
3rd Sunday of End Time - Saints Triumphant (11/14):........... Grace beyond Compare (John 5:25-29)
4th Sunday of End Time - Christ the King (11/21):................ Truth Wins (John 18:33-37)

