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753 – Father, God of Grace, You Knew Us

OPENING HYMN

[2]

INVOCATION
Minister

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation

And also with you.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

[3]

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C Amen.

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

[4]

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M Let us pray. God, our refuge and strength, have mercy on your Church, as we come
in prayer before you. Answer us not in judgment on our sins, but in peace and
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 31:7-9
Jeremiah describes the true condition of the exiles who would return.
JEREMIAH 31:7

This is what the LORD says:

“Sing with joy for Jacob;
shout for the foremost of the nations.
Make your praises heard, and say,
„O LORD, save your people,
the remnant of Israel.‟
8

See, I will bring them from the land of the north
and gather them from the ends of the earth.
Among them will be the blind and the lame,
expectant mothers and women in labor;
a great throng will return.

[5]

9

They will come with weeping;
they will pray as I bring them back.
I will lead them beside streams of water
on a level path where they will not stumble,
because I am Israel‟s father,
and Ephraim is my firstborn son.

PSALM 126
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When God first brought us back from exile,
We were as dazed as those who dream.
Then were our mouths brimming with laughter;
Joy from our lips gushed like a stream.
The godless cried in envious wonder,
“Look what the Lord has done for them!”
Indeed our God has greatly blessed us;
Rejoice and sing, Jerusalem!
Once more, O Lord, restore your people;
Come with your saving help again,
As to the brookbeds in the desert
You bring the sweet, reviving rain.
Let those who sow with tears and sighing
Sing as they reap and joy proclaim:
May those who weep when seed is scattered
Gather their sheaves and praise your name.

[6]

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 5:1-10
One and only one offered sufficient payment for our sins.
HEBREWS 5:1

Every high priest is selected from among men and is appointed to
represent them in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He is able
to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is
subject to weakness. 3 This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as
for the sins of the people.
4

No one takes this honor upon himself; he must be called by God, just as Aaron
was. So Christ also did not take upon himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But
God said to him,
5

“You are my Son;
today I have become your Father.”
6
And he says in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
in the order of Melchizedek.”
7
During the days of Jesus‟ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with
loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because
of his reverent submission. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he
suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who
obey him 10 and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
To ev’ry believer the promise of God;
The vilest offender who truly believes,
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.
Refrain
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice!
Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son
And give him the glory—great things he has done! (399:2)

[7]

GOSPEL Mark10:46-52
Whether Jesus meets our needs by removing them or by giving us the strength to endure
matters little; what matters is that the need brings us to cry out for help that he will give
in the best possible way.
MARK 10:46

Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large
crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus), was
sitting by the roadside begging. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began
to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of
David, have mercy on me!”
49
Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”
So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He‟s calling you.”
50
Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.
48

“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.
The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”

51

“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight
and followed Jesus along the road.
52

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

HYMN OF THE DAY

452 - Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

[8]

[9]

SERMON
Psalm 126

Rejoice, You Fortunate
1. in an effortless release
2. in our ongoing restoration

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERTORY

[10]

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us
day after day.
C We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.
M You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from
the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.
C We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place
and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.
M Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden
catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by
land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.
C Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed,
and comfort all who are old and infirm.
M Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship
and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being.
C Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there
be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger,
or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
M We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to
hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our
ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory.
C We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in
your sight. Amen.
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.

[11]

SERMON HYMN

425 - Oh, Sing, My Soul, Your Maker‟s Praises

[12]

PRAYER
M

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

BLESSING
M

Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

[13]

451 – Precious Lord, Take My Hand

CLOSING HYMN

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.

[14]

[15]

[16]

