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753 – Father, God of Grace, You Knew Us
The small group will sing verses 1-4. The congregation is invited to sing on verses 5-6.

OPENING HYMN

[2]

INVOCATION
Minister

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation

And also with you.

[3]

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION
M God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner.
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)
M For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and
joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the
courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O
Christ.

[4]

M For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here
their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in
your tender care:

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
All people that on earth do dwell, Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice.
Him serve with fear; his praise forthtell; Come ye before him and rejoice.
Know that the Lord is God indeed; Without our aid he did us make.
We are his folk; he doth us feed, And for his sheep he doth us take. (233:1,2)

[5]

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M Let us pray. Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness keep us safe from every evil
of body and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Genesis 2:18-24
Notice God’s great love as we hear the report of the first marriage.
The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a
helper suitable for him.”
GENESIS 2:18

19

Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and
all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and
whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave
names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.
But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the man
to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and
closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had
taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.
23

The man said,
“This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called ‘woman,’
for she was taken out of man.”
24

For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,
and they will become one flesh.

[6]

My Soul, Now Bless Your Maker

PSALM 139b

[7]

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 2:9-11
What lengths God was willing to go to that we might be a part of his family. He joined
our family so that we might be able to join his!
HEBREWS 2:9

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now
crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he
might taste death for everyone.
10

In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through
whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through
suffering. 11 Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the
same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.

VERSE OF THE DAY
M Alleluia. I will proclaim your name to my people; in the midst of the congregation I
will praise you. Alleluia. (Hebrews 2:12 cf. RSV)

GOSPEL Mark 10:2-16
Jesus answers questions and gives guidance to matters involving the family.
Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife?”
MARK 10:2

3

“What did Moses command you?” he replied.

4

They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her

away.”
“It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus
replied. 6 “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’ 7 ‘For this
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 8 and the two will
become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one. 9 Therefore what God has joined
together, let man not separate.”
5

10

When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. 11 He
answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery

[8]

against her. 12 And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits
adultery.”
13

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the
disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let
the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to
such as these. 15 I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like
a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on
them and blessed them.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds:

[9]

HYMN OF THE DAY

307 - Wondrous Are Your Ways, O God

SERMON
Psalm 139b

God Has the Answers to Life’s Questions

[10]

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE NICENE CREED
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERING

[11]

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have
mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For grace that the Church may always welcome little ones with joy, that nothing would
hinder them from being brought to the Savior and blessed by being placed into His loving
arms, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the president of our country; for all public servants; and for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be strengthened and upheld in every good deed, let us pray
to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who
toil, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy,
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For grace to partake faithfully of the body and blood of Christ with repentant hearts and a
firm resolution to amend our sinful lives by His Spirit’s aid, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the faithful who have gone before us and now rest in Christ, let us give thanks to the
Lord and ask Him to bring us with them to the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
Kingdom, which has no end, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

[12]

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE and PROPER PREFACES
M The Lord be with you.

M Lift up your hearts.

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

[13]

M Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children
and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

[14]

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)

DISTRIBUTION
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ
and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.
Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of Calvary or churches within our fellowship
come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper.

[15]

234 – Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

[16]

THANKSGIVING
THANK THE LORD

[17]

PRAYER AND BLESSING
M Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here
may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son
may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and
blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

260 – Let All Things Now Living

CLOSING HYMN
[18]

[19]

[20]

