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Order of Service Service Folder 

✠  Gathering  ✠ 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 
There is no greater joy than to know that our children are walking with Jesus in the truth of His 

Word — the Word that proclaims His death for our sins and His resurrection for our life. Today we 

rejoice in the Savior who gives us this joy, and in the calling to keep His forgiving truth at the center 

of all our learning and living. 

(All) We rejoice in the Lord, who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

 

Adults, we teach and learn God’s Word so that the Word of Christ may dwell in us richly. 

(Adults) Let the Word of Christ dwell in us richly. 

 

Children, God’s Word is a lamp to our feet and a light for our path. 

(Children) It is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 

 

HYMN 713 – I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
 

 

 

 

Order of Service:  
CALVARY “FAMILY REUNION” SUNDAY 
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Stand 

INVOCATION 
 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 
 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.   

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.   

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer 

and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from death by 

his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.  Amen. 
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SONG OF PRAISE How Can I Keep from Singing? 
Sung by the Worship Team 
 

There is an endless song Echoes in my soul 

I hear the music Ring 

And though the storms may come I am holding on 

To the Rock I cling 

 

Refrain 

How can I keep from singing Your praise? 

How can I ever say enough? 

How amazing is Your love 

How can I keep from shouting Your name? 

I know I am loved by the King 

And it makes my heart want to sing 

 

I will lift my eyes In the darkest night 

For I know my Savior lives 

And I will walk with You 

Knowing You'll see me through 

And sing the songs You give 

 

Refrain 

 

I can sing in the troubled times 

Sing when I win 

I can sing when I lose my step 

And fall down again 

I can sing 'cause You pick me up 

Sing 'cause You're there 

I can sing 'cause You hear me, Lord 

When I call You in prayer 

I can sing with my last breath 

Sing for I know 

That I'll sing with the angels 

And the saints around the throne 

 

Refrain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, you have committed to your church the task of making disciples of all 

nations. Enlighten with your wisdom those who teach and those who learn, that, rejoicing in the 

knowledge of Your truth — the Good News that in Christ You have forgiven our sins and given us 

eternal life — they may worship and serve You from generation to generation; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

  The Word   
 

FIRST READING Psalm 78:1-8 
God calls us to tell the next generation of God’s mighty acts. 

 

PSALM 78:1My people, hear my teaching; 

 listen to the words of my mouth. 
2I will open my mouth with a parable; 

 I will utter hidden things, things from of old— 
3things we have heard and known, 

 things our ancestors have told us. 
4We will not hide them from their descendants; 

 we will tell the next generation 

the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, 

 his power, and the wonders he has done. 
5He decreed statutes for Jacob 

 and established the law in Israel, 

which he commanded our ancestors 

 to teach their children, 
6so the next generation would know them, 

 even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their children. 
7Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds 

 but would keep his commands. 
8They would not be like their ancestors— 

 a stubborn and rebellious generation, 

whose hearts were not loyal to God, 

 whose spirits were not faithful to him. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S ANTHEM  803 – Day by Day 
Children of Calvary Lutheran School – Grades 3-8 
 

1. Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me, 

    bringing comfort to my anxious soul. 

Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me 

    draw me nearer to my heav’nly goal. 

Love divine, beyond all mortal measure, 

    brings to naught the burdens of my quest; 

Savior, lead me to the home I treasure, 

    where at last I’ll find eternal rest. 
 

2. Day by day, I know you will provide me 

    strength to serve and wisdom to obey; 

I will seek your loving will to guide me 

    o’er the paths I struggle day by day. 

I will fear no evil of the morrow, 

    I will trust in your enduring grace. 

Savior, help me bear life’s pain and sorrow 

    till in glory I behold your face. 
 

3. Oh, what joy to know that you are near me 

    when my burdens grow too great to bear; 

oh, what joy to know that you will hear me 

    when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. 

Day by day, no matter what betide me, 

    you will hold me ever in your hand. 

Savior, with your presence here to guide me, 

    I will reach at last the promised land. 
 

SECOND READING Philippians 4:4-9 
Joy in the Lord is tied to thinking about what is true, noble, right, pure —  

the mental shaping that Christian education provides. 
 

PHILIPPIANS 4:4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be evident 

to all. The Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace of God, which transcends 

all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think 

about such things. 9Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it 

into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 
 

 The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S ANTHEM 
Children of Calvary Lutheran School and GROW Preschool –  Grade 2 
 

God loves me dearly, grants me salvation 

God loves me dearly, loves even me. 

Therefore I’ll say again, God loves me dearly 

God loves me dearly, loves even me. 

 

He sent forth Jesus, my dear Redeemer, 

He sent forth Jesus and set me free. 

Therefore I’ll say again, God loves me dearly 

God loves me dearly, loves even me. 
 

 

 
 
Stand for the reading of the Gospel 
 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 28:16-20 
The Great Commission links making disciples with teaching them —  

education is at the heart of Christ’s mission. 

 
MATTHEW 28:16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them 

to go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came to them and 

said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 868 – By Faith 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

4. By faith the church was called to go  5. By faith this mountain shall be moved 

 in the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost      and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail, 

 to deliver captives and to preach good news     for we know in Christ all things are possible 

 in ev’ry corner of the earth. (Refrain)      for all who call upon his name. (Refrain) 
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  Sermon   

3 John 4 

Christian Education Invests in Forever Joy 
Sermon Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

  Confession of Faith   

 

RESPONSIVE CONFESSION OF FAITH 
BASED ON Isaiah 55, Colossians 1, and Luke 24 

 
What confidence do we have in God’s Word? 

It will not return to Him empty, but will accomplish what He desires and achieve the purpose 

for which He sent it. (Isa 55:11) 

 

For what do we pray in Christian education? 

That we may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will, walking in a manner worthy of the 

Lord. (Col 1:9–10) 

 

Who is the heart and center of all our learning? 

Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth, and the Life. (John 14:6) 

 

What is the greatest joy for those who teach and learn in His name? 

To hear that our children are walking in the truth. (3 John 4) 

 

Let us go in truth and joy. 

For Christ has opened our minds to understand the Scriptures, and has sent us to proclaim 

His saving name to all nations. (Luke 24:45,47) 
 
Be seated 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

We appreciate the offerings given to support the work of  
God’s Kingdom here and throughout the world.  
Offerings can be given in any of these ways: 

• Set in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary 

• On the Calvary website: https://calvarydallas.org/give/ 

• Scan the QR code to the right… 

 
 

 
Give us a record of your visit through our online Connection Card,  

or by filling out the friendship register.  The Connection Card tab can be found 
 at the bottom right of any page of the Calvary website,  

https://calvarydallas.org or by scanning the QR code above.

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
You may remain seated for prayer 
 

Heavenly Father, we praise You for Your living and active Word, which never returns to You empty. 

We rejoice that Your Word has taken root in our hearts and in the hearts of our children. Through it 

You have called us to faith in Christ, forgiven our sins, and made us Your own. 

Bring forth fruit that will last. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Thank You for the joy of knowing that 

those we love are walking with You. Keep us faithful to You until we see You face to face. 

Hold us close in Your truth. 
 

Bless all who teach and learn in Your name — in our homes, our school, and our congregation. Give 

students a love for the truth, and give teachers a love for those they serve. Let the forgiveness we 

have in Jesus be at the heart of every lesson, and let Your Word be the foundation for all knowledge. 

May Christ be the center of all learning. 
 

Holy Spirit, equip us to be witnesses in our community. As we have been taught, let us also teach 

others. As we have received joy, let us share it freely. 

Open our lips to declare Your praise. 
 

We pray for those in need — the lonely, the sick, the grieving. Especially bless… [names]. Surround 

them with Your comfort and give them hope in Christ. 

Remind them of Your unfailing love. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 
 

Hear us also, Lord, as we bring our personal prayers to You in silence. 
 

Silent prayer 
 

We pray all these things in the name of Jesus Christ, the joy of all who walk in the truth.  Amen. 
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HYMN 746 – I Love to Tell the Story 
Calvary Choir sings st. 3; congregation sings sts. 1-2. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Stand  

 

 

 

 

 

All: 

Choir: 

All: 
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CLOSING COLLECT  
 

Gracious Father, You have filled our hearts with the greatest joy — to know that those we love are 

walking in the truth of Your Son. Keep us in that truth all our days — the truth that You have 

washed us clean in the blood of Christ and clothed us in His righteousness. Cause the seed of Your 

Word, planted in hearts young and old, to bear fruit that will last into eternity. By Your Spirit, give 

us faith to follow Christ as the Way, courage to confess Him as the Truth, and hope to rest in Him as 

the Life, until the day we see Him face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 

Live in harmony with one another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN  930 – Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
Calvary Choir sings st. 3; congregation sings sts. 1-2,4. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All: 

Choir: 

All: 

All: 



[14] 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by 
Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 
by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 
Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
Hymn 713 - I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 
Tune: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 

Scripture references: 1 Jn 1:5-7; Eph 5:8-14; 2 Ti 4:7,8; 2 Co 4:6; Rev 21:23 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714955 

 
How Can I Keep from Singing 

CCLI Song No. 4822372 
© 2006 worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) sixsteps Music 

(Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Alletrop Music (Admin. by Music Services) 
Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing). All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
Hymn 803 - Day by Day 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Robert Leaf, 1936–2005 
Scripture references: La 3:22,23; Isa 40:29-31; 1 Co 10:13 

Text: © 1992 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714955 
 

LAPPY - God Loves Me Dearly 
Text: August Rische; tr. composite 

Tune: GOTT IST DIE LIEBE 
 

Hymn 868 - By Faith 
Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 

Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; arr. Ruth N. Coleman, b. 1953 
Scripture references: 2 Co 5:7; Heb 11:1-12:3; 1 Pe 1:10-12; Mk 16:15; Mt 17:20  

Text: © 2009 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com; © Getty Music Publishing (ASCAP), admin. Music Services . Used by 
permission: OneLicense no. 714955 

Tune: © 2009 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714955 
 

Hymn 746 - I Love to Tell the Story 
Text (sts. 1–3): Katherine Hankey, 1834–1911, verses, abr., alt.; (Ref): William G. Fischer, 1835–1912, refrain 

Tune: William G. Fischer, 1835-1912 
Scripture references: Jn 15:9; Mk 5:19,20; Ac 5:42; 1 Pe 3:15 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Hymn 930 - Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 

Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. 
Scripture references: Tit 3:4-7; Jn 20:26-29; Jn 14:26,27; Nu 6:22-27 

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714955 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Church 

????? 
 

All texts and music reprinted under: 
 OneLicense A-714955; 

CCLI # 3081415 [2/28/2026];  
Streaming License B CSPL036414 [1/30/2026] 
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Joyful family reunion message? 


