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  Gathering  
 

OPENING HYMN  392 - Not unto Us 
 

 

Order of Service for  

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

PENTECOST 
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INVOCATION 

 
Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

Congregation   And also with you.   

 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 

let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 

sin, and take away my guilt. 

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 

God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
M Let us pray.  Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after 

us that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 
 




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

  The Word  
 

FIRST LESSON  Genesis 50:15-21 
The brothers of Joseph are reasonably scared after the death of their father, Jacob.   

Joseph sets their fears aside with his forgiveness. 
 

GENESIS 50:15
 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph 

holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 
16

 So they sent 

word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 
17

 ‘This is what you 

are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in 

treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” 

When their message came to him, Joseph wept. 

 

    
18

 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” 

they said. 

 

    
19

 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 
20

 You intended to 

harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many 

lives. 
21

 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them 

and spoke kindly to them. 

 
  

SECOND LESSON Romans 14:5-9 
None of us lives to himself alone, but our responsibility is to live in love for God and our neighbor. 

 

 
    ROMANS 14:5

 One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers 

every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 
6 
He who regards one day 

as special, does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; 

and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God.
 7
 For none of us lives to 

himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. 
8 
If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, 

we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 

 

    
9
 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both 

the dead and the living. 
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GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35 
Jesus teaches forgiveness by the parable of the unmerciful servant. 

    
 

MATTHEW 18:21
 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 

brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

 

    
22 

Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

 
23

 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 

servants. 
24

 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 

him. 
25

 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and 

all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 

 

    
26

 “The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will 

pay back everything.’ 
27 

The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 

 

    
28 

“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 

hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he 

demanded. 

 

    
29

 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay 

you back.’ 

 

    
30

 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could 

pay the debt. 
31

 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and 

went and told their master everything that had happened. 

 

    
32

 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that 

debt of yours because you begged me to. 
33

 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant 

just as I had on you?’ 
34 

In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he 

should pay back all he owed. 

 

    
35

 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother 

from your heart.” 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  493 - Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive 

 

 
 



  Sermon  
Romans 14:5-9 

 

“Free” and “Forgiven” Fit Together 
 

 
Sermon notes: 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH                                      The Apostles’ Creed 

 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT and MUSICAL OFFERTORY 

 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

O Lord, we are Your people, chosen by Your grace to be Your own possession, and granted 

mercy upon mercy. Hear Your people who cry to You in need, and remember us according to the 

favor You have shown to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
Brief silence 
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Encourage us, O Lord, by Your Holy Spirit, that we may not lose heart but, being of one mind 

and one will, may serve You with gladness, doing the works of Your Kingdom and speaking 

Your Word of witness throughout the world. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Help us, O Lord, to hold fast to Your Word and bless us with faithful pastors who will preach and 

teach Your eternal Gospel, that we may rejoice in doing Your will. Guide those considering 

church-work vocations, and bless them as they are formed for Your service. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Shine Your light upon us, O Lord, that we may do what is good and right and live as faithful 

citizens in our nation. Bless our president, our governor, and all those elected and appointed to 

make, administer and judge our laws. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Enlighten us with godly knowledge and wisdom, O Lord, and bless those who pursue science to 

improve our lives and the lives of those in greatest need. Bless all honorable vocations and all 

honest labor, and lead the unemployed to good jobs and noble work not only for their own 

interests but for the good of us all. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Show us Your compassion, O Lord, and in Your mercy grant healing, comfort and peace to all 

those who suffer. Deliver them from all their afflictions, pain, sorrow and fear. We especially 

pray for _____________ and all those we name in our hearts before You. [Brief silence] Lord, in 

Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Help us, O Lord, to remember the faithful who loved and served You and who now rest from 

their labors. Bring us with them to that most blessed day when together we shall dwell in Your 

presence on high forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Grant to us all good things needful for this body and life and profitable for our salvation, and 

keep from us all things harmful, that sustained in time of want and guarded in time of prosperity, 

we may endure to the day of our Lord’s coming and be judged worthy of eternal life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forevermore. Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN 498 – Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire 

 

 
 

  Sending  
 

PRAYER 
 

M Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help 

us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in 

faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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BLESSING 

 
M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

 Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
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CLOSING HYMN  321 – Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

After worship, please feel free to greet your neighbors OUTSIDE,  

keeping in mind the social distancing recommendations of six feet spacing. 
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