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756 – We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

OPENING HYMN

[2]

INVOCATION
Minister

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation

And also with you.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C Amen.

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
8:00am –Congregation sings hymn in unison.
11:00am - The school children will sing the verses. The congregation is invited to join
on the refrains.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M Let us pray. Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one
standing idle. Help us to order our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 11:18-20
In the face of life-threatening opposition, Jeremiah faithfully carried out the Lord’s work.
JEREMIAH 11:18

Because the LORD revealed their plot to me, I knew it, for at that time
he showed me what they were doing. 19 I had been like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter;
I did not realize that they had plotted against me, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree and its fruit;
let us cut him off from the land of the living,
that his name be remembered no more.”
20

But, O LORD Almighty, you who judge righteously
and test the heart and mind,
let me see your vengeance upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.

[5]

PSALM

Psalm 31
Refrain Tune: Jack Noble White. © 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. (admin. Alfred Publishing Co.).
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

In you, O LORD, I have taken | refuge;*
deliver me in your | righteousness.
Be my rock of | refuge,*
a strong fortress to | save me.
Into your hands I commit my | spirit;*
redeem me, O LORD, the | God of truth.

Refrain

My times are | in your hands;*
save me in your un | failing love.
How great is your | goodness,*
which you have stored up for those who | fear you.
You heard my cry for | mercy*
when I called to | you for help.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

[6]

Refrain

SECOND LESSON James 3:13-18
God’s people find wisdom in humility not in envy or selfish ambition.
JAMES 3:13

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good
life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter
envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such
“wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16 For
where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil
practice.
17

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving,
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.
18
Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.

VERSE OF THE DAY
8:00am –Congregation sings hymn in unison.
11:00am - The school children will sing the verses. The congregation is invited to join
on the refrains.
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GOSPEL Mark 9:30-37
The disciples’ own misunderstanding of God’s Kingdom leads Jesus to explain that
discipleship is about service not status.
MARK 9:30

They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to
know where they were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The
Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after
three days he will rise.” 32 But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to
ask him about it.
33
They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were
you arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had
argued about who was the greatest.
35
Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants to be first, he
must be the very last, and the servant of all.”
36
He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he
said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes
me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HYMN OF THE DAY

510 - I Pray You, Dear Lord Jesus

SERMON
James 3:13-18

This is What Faith Looks Like…

… it understands the difference between “worldly” and “wordly” wisdom as to their

1. Nature
2. Origin
3. Fruits

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
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suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the gift of divine peace and pardon, with all our heart and mind, let us pray to the
Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church of Christ, that the Holy Spirit would rid us of all bitter jealousy and
selfish ambition and fill the baptized with the wisdom from above, let us pray to the
Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all servants of the Church, that they be given the grace to humble themselves before
the Lord and to proclaim the mystery of the cross and resurrection with zeal and
faithfulness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For Pastor Schroeder, our Synod president; for Pastor Patterson, our district president;
and for Pastor Seager, our circuit pastor, that by the Spirit’s power they may serve our
church body in their various offices purely, peaceably, gently and reasonably, always full
of mercy and good fruits, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
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For our nation and especially our leaders: Congress, our president; our justices; and all
who make, administer and judge our laws, that God would protect them from the dangers
of selfish ambition, make them true servants and give them courage and integrity, let us
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the homebound, the lonely, the depressed and anxious, those preparing for surgery
and the ill, [especially for all who desire our prayers: _______________,] that
committing their cause to the Lord and submitting themselves to God, they may know
His peace and receive whatever healing He wills, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have
mercy.
For the faithful departed who now rest from their labors and rejoice in the presence of
God and the Lamb, let us offer thanks and praise, and that He may give us our portion,
too, with the saints in light, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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SERMON HYMN

523 - God of Grace and God of Glory
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PRAYER
M

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

BLESSING
M

Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN

478 - With the Lord Begin Your Task

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
[14]
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