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OPENING HYMN

405 - Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink

[2]

INVOCATION
Minister

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation

Amen.

M Beloved in the Lord: Let us draw near with a true heart an confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner.

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)

ABSOLUTION
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

[3]

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:

[4]

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
M Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and
love; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

[5]

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 66:18-24

The chosen nation of Israel had rejected the narrow door of the Lord. Yet in this last
chapter of Isaiah comes the promise of spiritual and eternal deliverance.
“And I, because of their actions and their imaginations, am about to come
and gather all nations and tongues, and they will come and see my glory.
19
“I will set a sign among them, and I will send some of those who survive to the
nations—to Tarshish, to the Libyans and Lydians (famous as archers), to Tubal and
Greece, and to the distant islands that have not heard of my fame or seen my glory. They
will proclaim my glory among the nations. 20 And they will bring all your brothers, from
all the nations, to my holy mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to the LORD -on horses,
in chariots and wagons, and on mules and camels,” says the LORD. “They will bring
them, as the Israelites bring their grain offerings, to the temple of the LORD in
ceremonially clean vessels. 21 And I will select some of them also to be priests and
Levites,” says the LORD.
22
“As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,”
declares the LORD, “so will your name and descendants endure. 23 From one New Moon
to another and from one Sabbath to another, all mankind will come and bow down before
me,” says the LORD. 24 “And they will go out and look upon the dead bodies of those
who rebelled against me; their worm will not die, nor will their fire be quenched, and
they will be loathsome to all mankind.”
ISAIAH 66:18

PSALM 72

Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun

[6]

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 12:18-24

The giving of the Old Covenant left the Israelites quaking in fear. But the New Covenant
invites all the nations to come to Mt. Zion with the confidence of salvation only through
Jesus. He is the narrow door.
You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning
with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 19to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking
words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, 20because
they could not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it
must be stoned.” 21The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with
fear.” 22But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the
living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly,
23
to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to
God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, 24to Jesus the
mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the
blood of Abel.
HEBREWS 12:18

[7]

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds:

GOSPEL Luke 13:22-30

The narrow door to eternity is open only to the spiritual children of Abraham.
Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way
to Jerusalem. 23Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”
He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because
many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25Once the owner of the house
gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the
door for us.’
“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’
26
“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’
27
“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all
you evildoers!’
28
“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out.
29
People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at
the feast in the kingdom of God. 30Indeed there are those who are last who will be first,
and first who will be last.”
LUKE 13:22

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds:
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CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE NICENE CREED
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried,
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

[9]

HYMN OF THE DAY

288 - The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace

[10]

SERMON

Hebrews 11:7

Faith is Unsinkable
PRAISE AND PRAYER
RESPONSE TO THE WORD

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERTORY
[11]

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
We praise Your goodness, O Lord, for sustaining us day to day in all our needs of body
and life and for delivering to us Your Son that we may enjoy forgiveness of sins, life and
salvation. We rejoice that You have granted to us the Comforter, that we may not be
without Your guidance and gifts, and we ask You to help us treasure in our hearts all that
You have supplied for us and for our salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless Your Church, O Lord, and preserve all Your people whom You have called by
Your Word, given new birth in the waters of Baptism, and fed and nourished by their
Communion upon the body and blood of our Savior. Make us perfect in love, that we
may keep Your commands and do the good works that glorify You. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Deliver us from a judgmental spirit, O Lord, and instill within us a repentant heart, that
we may seek reconciliation and peace through confession and the forgiveness of sins.
Bless those who work within Your Church to bring peace and unity where there is
division, mistrust and hate. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bring to the sick and sorrowing the comfort of Your grace, that in the days of their
afflictions and in their time of adversity they may know Your presence and healing grace
[especially ____________]. Be near to those who grieve the loss of loved ones and those
to whom death draws near [especially ____________]. According to Your gracious will,
grant to all the consolation of Your love and Your tender compassion. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.
We recall with thanksgiving, O Lord, those who served You in days past and now rest
from their labors, and we pray You to keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, those
who await our Lord’s coming on earth and those whom You have brought into Your
nearer presence. By this holy communion, give us grace to sustain us through the changes
and chances of this mortal life, and keep us to that day when Christ shall call us unto
Himself and we shall know You face to face, in the marriage supper of the Lamb that
knows no end. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, all things are Yours, and You have promised to well supply us with all that we
need. Give us courage and faith, that we may give a confident “amen” to these prayers,
certain that You will give us all that is good and beneficial to our salvation and preserve
us from all things harmful, for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, through
whom, with whom and in whom, be all honor and glory, both now and forever. Amen.

[12]

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE and PROPER PREFACES
M The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
M Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up to the Lord.
M Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C It is good and right so to do.
M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks,
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with
them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints
on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

[14]

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)

DISTRIBUTION
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with
Christ and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession
of faith. Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of Calvary or churches
within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper.

[15]

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

384 - By Grace I'm Saved
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THANKSGIVING
SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis)

M O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C And his mercy endures forever.

PRAYER AND BLESSING
M O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son
to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and
peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our
hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
755 – Your Kingdom, O God
Led by small group. All are invited to join in singing.
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After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
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