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238 – Oh, Bless the Lord, My Soul

OPENING HYMN

INVOCATION
Minister

Congregation

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

A

-

men.

[2]

M Beloved in the Lord: Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner.

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)

ABSOLUTION
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:

[3]

[4]

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M The Lord be with you.

M Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and, that
we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Exodus 20:1-17
Hear the “Ten Words” of God to His people. In particular, listen as God speaks to our
hearts with his word “do not covet”.
EXODUS 20:1

2

And God spoke all these words:

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of

slavery.

[5]

3

“You shall have no other gods before me.

“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above
or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or
worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for
the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but
showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my
commandments.
4

“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not
hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.
7

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do
all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall
not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or
maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 11 For in six days the
LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on
the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
8

“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the
LORD your God is giving you.
12

13

“You shall not murder.

14

“You shall not commit adultery.

15

“You shall not steal.

16

“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s
wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to
your neighbor.”
17

[6]

PSALM

Psalm 51b
Refrain Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer
(admin. Northwestern Publishing House). All rights reserved. Used by permission.

O Lord, open | my lips,*
and my mouth will de | clare your praise.
You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would | bring it;*
you do not take pleasure in burnt | offerings.
The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;*
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise.

Refrain

Create in me a pure | heart, O God,*
and renew a steadfast spirit with | in me.
Do not cast me from your | presence*
or take your Holy Spirit | from me.
Restore to me the joy of your sal | vation,*
and grant me a willing spirit, to sus | tain me.
Then I will teach transgressors | your ways,*
and sinners will turn | back to you.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

[7]

Refrain

SECOND LESSON James 4:1-3
James speaks of coveting and its disastrous consequences.
JAMES 4:1

What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your
desires that battle within you? 2 You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet,
but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you
do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong
motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Alleluia (Matthew 5:8)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds:

GOSPEL Matthew 6:25-34
We have no reason to worry or covet because the Lord will provide all that we need…
and more.
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and
the body more important than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or
reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much
more valuable than they? 27 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?
MATTHEW 6:25

“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow.
They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was
28

[8]

dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here
today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of
little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or
‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and
all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow,
for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds:

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

[9]

378 – All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall

HYMN OF THE DAY

[10]

SERMON
James 4:1-3

God Gets at the Heart of the Matter
1. My desires affect my actions toward others
2. My desires affect God’s actions toward me

PRAISE AND PRAYER
RESPONSE TO THE WORD

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERTORY
[11]

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.
Brief silence
Lord God, heavenly Father, You have sent us pastors as watchmen. Let them be ever
faithful in calling sinners to repentance and joyfully announcing Your forgiveness to
those who heed their warning. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, You are the ultimate authority. Thank You for good government and
those with authority over us. Guide them in using their authority according to Your will,
and help us to be obedient. Be with those who are under corrupt authority, and give them
all boldness and confidence to live in accordance with Your will. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Mighty Lord, You open Your hand and satisfy the desires of all living things. Look with
favor upon those who farm. Let their harvest be fruitful, that in providing for the needs of
their neighbors, they may find fulfillment in their livelihood. Lord, in Your mercy, hear
our prayer.
Merciful Lord, please look with compassion upon those who are struggling with illness,
grief, loneliness, and mental or spiritual malady [especially _____________]. Reassure
them of Your love, which is like that of the shepherd who seeks and saves the one lost
sheep. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Faithful Lord, in your wisdom you have allowed another natural disaster to brings its
devastation to our land. Be the strength and comfort of all affected by Hurricane Irma
and its aftermath. Give us the words to say, the hands to help, and the hearts to be moved
to generosity for those in need of relief that through our love of neighbor the world might
know of your love for the world. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Giver of the feast to come, receive our thanks and praise for those whom You have
already gathered home. Grant us our portion with the saints in light, and bring us to share
with them the marriage feast of the Lamb in His Kingdom, which has no end. Lord, in
Your mercy, hear our prayer.

[12]

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

SERMON HYMN

285 – The Ten Commandments Are the Law

(Turn the page for the final three stanzas)

[13]

PRAYER AND BLESSING
M Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and
confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

[14]

320 – On My Heart Imprint Your Image

CLOSING HYMN

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.

[15]
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