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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
Service of the Word  Christian Worship, p. 38 

The Service of the Word © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.   
Used by permission, including hymns477, 358, 484, and 417 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

OPENING HYMN   477 - What Is the World to Me 
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INVOCATION  

 

Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

Congregation   And also with you.   

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

M Let us pray.  O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and 

kindness.  Grant us the full measure of your grace that we may obtain your promises 

and become partakers of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

THE WORD  
 

FIRST LESSON  Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:18-26 
Solomon had more riches than we can comprehend, but experience had taught him that 

they are meaningless, a chasing after the wind.  If one seeks to find meaning in life, 

search no further than the wisdom and knowledge of God. 

 
ECCLESIASTES 1:2 ñMeaningless! Meaningless!ò  

       says the Teacher.  

       ñUtterly meaningless!  

       Everything is meaningless.ò 
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2:18 I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to 

the one who comes after me. 19 And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? 

Yet he will have control over all the work into which I have poured my effort and skill 

under the sun. This too is meaningless. 20 So my heart began to despair over all my 

toilsome labor under the sun. 21 For a man may do his work with wisdom, knowledge and 

skill, and then he must leave all he owns to someone who has not worked for it. This too 

is meaningless and a great misfortune. 22 What does a man get for all the toil and anxious 

striving with which he labors under the sun? 23 All his days his work is pain and grief; 

even at night his mind does not rest. This too is meaningless.  

 24 A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his 

work. This too, I see, is from the hand of God, 25 for without him, who can eat or find 

enjoyment? 26 To the man who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and 

happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it 

over to the one who pleases God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 

 

 

PSALM 34      358 ï How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 
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SECOND LESSON Colossians 3:1-11 
Paul tells us to set our minds on things above, not on earthly thingsé like the man who 

built bigger barns or the teacher who chased the wind. 

 
COLOSSIANS 3:1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 

above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things above, 

not on earthly things. 3For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 
4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  

 5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, 

impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of 

God is coming. 7You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8But now you 

must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy 

language from your lips. 9Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self 

with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in 

the image of its Creator. 11Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, 

barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY  

 
Love divine, all love excelling, Joy of heavôn, to earth come down, 

Fix in us your humble dwelling, All your faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, you are all compassion, Boundless mercy from above. 

Visit us with benediction; Comfort us with heavônly love. (365:1) 

 

 

 

GOSPEL  Luke 12:13-21 
Jesus teaches us how foolish it is to think that life consists of what we have. 

 
LUKE 12:13Someone in the crowd said to him, ñTeacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.ò  

 14Jesus replied, ñMan, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?ò 15Then 

he said to them, ñWatch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a manôs life 

does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.ò  

 16And he told them this parable: ñThe ground of a certain rich man produced a good 

crop. 17He thought to himself, óWhat shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.ô  

 18ñThen he said, óThis is what Iôll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger 

ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And Iôll say to myself, ñYou 

have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be 

merry.òô  

 20ñBut God said to him, óYou fool! This very night your life will be demanded from 

you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?ô  
 21ñThis is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich 

toward God.ò 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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HYMN OF THE DAY   484 - Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly 
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SERMON 
 Colossians 3:1-11 

 

Who Is the Real YOU? 
 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH ï THE APOSTLESô CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER  

 

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS  
 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY 
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INSTALLATION OF MRS. MALISSA VOSS  

 K indergarten Teacher 
 (See the Calvary Chronicle for a brief biography of Mr. and Mrs. Voss)  

 

 

CHILDRENôS ANTHEM  God So Loved the World  
                     Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Matt Boswell, and Jordan Critz 

2016 Getty Music Publishing/Dayspring Music 
  

 

 God so loved the world He gave His only Son. 
Once born in Bethlehem; Christ the King, Christ the King. 
Our Savior heaven sent, Christ the King. 
  

 
       Refrain: For all who will believe will not perish but live; 
       For all who will believe in the Son. 
       For all who will believe will not perish but live; 
       For all who will believe life has come. 
  

 
God so loved the world He gave His only Son. 
Behold, Emmanuel: God with us, God with us. 
Oh, hear the first Noel, God with us. 
  
God so loved the world He gave His only Son. 
Who paid our sacrifice, At the cross, at the cross. 
The fullness of new life, at the cross. 
  

 
       Refrain: For all who will believe will not perish but live; 
       For all who will  believe in the Son. 
       For all who will believe will not perish but live; 
       For all who will believe life has come. 
  

 
God so loved the world He gave His only Son. 
This gift is yours and mine: Will you come? Will you come? 
Where hope and mercy shines: Will you come? 

 



[11] 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

M  Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us 

day after day. 

C We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

 

M  You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from 

the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 

C We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place 

and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.  

 

M  Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden 

catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by 

land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.  

C Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, 

and comfort all who are old and infirm. 

 

M  Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our 

government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship 

and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 

C Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there 

be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, 

or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 

M  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 

Silent prayer. 

 

M  We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to 

hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our 

ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in 

your sight. Amen.  
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THE LORDôS PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins,  

 as we forgive those  

 who sin against us.   

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours   

 now and forever.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN  417 - I'm But a Stranger Here 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


