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732 – We Are Singing

OPENING HYMN

The small group will sing verses 1-2. Congregation is invited to join in singing verses 3-4.

[2]

[3]

INVOCATION
Minister

Congregation

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

A

-

men.

M Beloved in the Lord: Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on
me a sinner.

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)

ABSOLUTION
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

[4]

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M The Lord be with you.

M Let us pray.
Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your presence
and offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may always be pleasing to
you, and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what you have promised; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

[5]

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Proverbs 9:1-6, 10
Rather than scorn wisdom, let us feed on true wisdom, embodied in Jesus, the Christ.
PROVERBS 9:1

Wisdom has built her house;
she has hewn out its seven pillars.
2
She has prepared her meat and mixed her wine;
she has also set her table.
3
She has sent out her maids, and she calls
from the highest point of the city.
4
“Let all who are simple come in here!”
she says to those who lack judgment.
5
“Come, eat my food
and drink the wine I have mixed.
6
Leave your simple ways and you will live;
walk in the way of understanding.
10
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,
and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”

PSALM 1

Small group

Blessed is the man who does not heed the counsel of this world
Blessed is the man who does not conform to worldly ways
For his delight is in the law of the LORD and on His Word he meditates day and night
And he shall be like a tree by streams of water that yields abundant fruit in every season
And his leaves shall never, never wither and everything he does shall prosper
And everything he does shall prosper and everything he does shall prosper
But the wicked are not so for they are like the chaff the wind blows away
And the wicked shall not stand in the judgment for the LORD knows the way of the righteous
But the evil ways of man shall pass away, shall pass away; they’ll pass away, forever

[6]

SECOND LESSON Ephesians 5:15-20
Paul sets before us two diets – one leads to evil, the other to righteousness.
EPHESIANS 5:15

Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the
most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but
understand what the Lord’s will is. 18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.
Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.
Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Praise the one who blessed the children With a strong, yet gentle, word;
Praise the one who drove out demons With the piercing, two-edged sword.
Praise the one who brings cool water To the desert’s burning sand;
From this well comes living water, Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. (353:2)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds:

GOSPEL John 6:51-58
Christ is real spiritual food, as opposed to the temporal food of this world.
JOHN 6:51

I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he
will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 52 Then the
Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”
Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and
drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is real food and my blood is real
drink. 56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 57 Just as the
living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live
because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and
died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever.”
53

[7]

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds:

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

[8]

HYMN OF THE DAY

185 - O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace

SERMON
Psalm 1

On The Road To Life - Which Way To Go?
1. The way of the godly leads to blessing
2. The way of the wicked leads to destruction
[9]

PRAISE AND PRAYER
RESPONSE TO THE WORD

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS

MUSICAL OFFERTORY

[10]

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.
Brief silence
Heavenly Father, the words of our Savior are spirit and life. Give us grace to cling to them
always, but especially when we find them hard to listen to, that we may also discover that Christ
alone has the words of eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Look in mercy on all the baptized, pour out Your Spirit on them and fill them with the light of
Your Word, so that Your people may live as children of the light, taking no part in the unfruitful
works of darkness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Ruler of all, look in compassion on our country’s president; on all who serve in the legislature or
as judges; and on all who serve in our armed forces. Uphold them in honor and integrity, and
make them a blessing. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Kind Father, Your Son is the healer of the sick, the resurrection of the dead and our bread of life.
Hear our prayers today for those who suffer, those taking treatments or facing surgery, the sick
and those who are dying. [We commend to Your loving hands above all those we have been asked
to remember before You: ______________.] Comfort them and sustain them with Your powerful
Word, granting whatever healing You will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Source of all life, on the great day of the resurrection Your Son will call all who fell asleep in
Him to arise from the dead and shine in His light. Receive our thanks for the faithful who
departed this life trusting in His promises. Bring us with them into the light of that day that has no
evening. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

[11]

452 – Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

HYMN

[12]

PRAYER AND BLESSING
M Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them,
read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word,
we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

[13]

CLOSING HYMN

327 - God Be with You till We Meet Again

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
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