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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

 

Service of Word and Sacrament  Christian Worship, p. 26 
Service of Word and Sacrament © Northwestern Publishing House 1993.  

“Thank the Lord” Tune: Richard Hillert. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Augsburg Fortress 

All rights reserved.  Used by permission, including hymns 404, 233, 442, 403, 757 and Psalm 33  Reprinted  under OneLicense.net A-

714955 

 

OPENING HYMN  404 - Faith Is a Living Power from Heaven  
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INVOCATION 

 
Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation And also with you. 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION 

 
M God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner. 

 
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  

C  Amen.  

 

 

 

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
 

M For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and 
joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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M For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 
Christ. 

 

 
 

 
M For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 
 

 

M Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 
your tender care: 

 
 

 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
M The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

All people that on earth do dwell, Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice. 

Him serve with fear; his praise forthtell; Come ye before him and rejoice. 

 

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, The God whom heav’n and earth adore, 

From us and from the angel host Be praise and glory evermore. (233:1,5) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M Let  us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than 

we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the 

abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, 
and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through 

the merits and mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON  Genesis 15:1-6 
God came and reminded Abraham that God was not only Abraham’s shield, but his 

treasure, too. 

 
GENESIS 15:1

 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: 

  “Do not be afraid, Abram. 

    I am your shield, 
    your very great reward. “ 

 
2 
But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain 

childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?”
 3
 And Abram 

said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” 

 
4 
Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son 

coming from your own body will be your heir.” 
5 
He took him outside and said, “Look up 

at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, 

“So shall your offspring be.” 
 
6
 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 
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PSALM  Psalm 33  
 Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,  

www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
Sing joyfully to the LORD, you | righteous;* 

it is fitting for the upright to | praise him. 

 

For the Word of the LORD is | right and true;* 

he is faithful in | all he does. 

 

By the word of the LORD were the | heavens made,* 

their starry host by the breath | of his mouth. 

 

For he spoke, and it | came to be;* 

he commanded, and | it stood firm.  Refrain 

 

The LORD foils the plans of the | nations;* 

he thwarts the purposes of the | peoples. 

 

But the plans of the LORD stand firm for | ever,* 

the purposes of his heart through all gener | ations. 

 

The LORD loves righteousness and | justice;* 

the earth is full of his un | failing love. 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit, 

as it was in the be | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Using the life of Abraham as an example, the writer to the Hebrews encourages faithful 

living that looks forward to the fulfilled promises of the Lord. 

 
HEBREWS 11:1

 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not 
see. 

2
 This is what the ancients were commended for. 

 
3
 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that 

what is seen was not made out of what was visible… 

 

…
8
 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 
9
 By 

faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived 

in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 
10 

For he 

was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
 
11

 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah herself was barren--

was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the 
promise. 

12
 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as 

numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 

 
13

 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the 
things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they 

admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 
14

 People who say such things show 

that they are looking for a country of their own. 
15

 If they had been thinking of the 
country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 

16 
Instead, they were 

longing for a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called 

their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 

 
 

GOSPEL  Luke 12:32-40 
After a series of warnings at the front-end of this chapter, Jesus calls on his disciples to 

“Seek his kingdom and all these things will be given to you as well.”  

 
LUKE 12:32

 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you 

the kingdom. 
33

 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves 

that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief 
comes near and no moth destroys. 

34
 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also. 

 
35

 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 
36 

like men waiting for 

their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they 

can immediately open the door for him. 
37

 It will be good for those servants whose master 
finds them watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, 

will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. 
38

 It will be good for 

those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or third 

watch of the night. 
39 

But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what 
hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 

40
 You also 

must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect 

him.” 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 

 
 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 442 - Have No Fear, Little Flock 
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SERMON 

Luke 12:32-34 

 

Heavenly Treasure Changes Things 

 

 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE NICENE CREED 
 
C We  believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

          Through him all things were made. 

          For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

   and became fully human. 

          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

          He suffered death and was buried. 

         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

          He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

           We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

           We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

           We look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
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FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we 

receive from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy 

of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the 
privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and 

thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you give 

us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send the 
Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on 

earth. 

 

C Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our 

love for one another. 

 

M Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose 
courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. 

Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to 

speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word 
of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the 

government, and all good institutions that you have established for the benefit of 

society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your healing 

to troubled homes and lives. 

 

C Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 

M Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 

Silent prayer. 

 

M Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to 
overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever. Amen. 

 
 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE and PROPER PREFACES 
 
M The Lord be with you. 

 
 

M Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

M Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children 

and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power 

and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the 
throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 



[13] 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 
 

 

 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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M The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ 

and with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  

Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of Calvary or churches within our fellowship 

come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper. 
 

 



[15] 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN     403 - I Know My Faith Is Founded 
 

 
 

 
each verse continues on the next page 
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THANKSGIVING 

 

THANK THE LORD 
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PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 

M Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 
may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 

may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

 
M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.   

Live in harmony with one another.   

Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN          757 - Where Your Treasure Is 

The congregation is invited to sing the refrain. The verses will be sung by a small 

group. 
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After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



[20] 

 


