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OPENING HYMN

421 - All Depends on Our Possessing
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INVOCATION AND PRAYER

PRAYER AND PRAISE

[3]
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THE WORD

FIRST LESSON Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:18-26
Solomon, had more riches than we can comprehend, but experience had taught him that
they are meaningless, a chasing after the wind. If one seeks to find meaning in life,
search no further than the wisdom and knowledge of God.
“Meaningless! Meaningless!”
says the Teacher.
“Utterly meaningless!
Everything is meaningless.”

ECCLESIASTES 1:2

2:18

I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to
the one who comes after me. 19 And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool?
Yet he will have control over all the work into which I have poured my effort and skill
under the sun. This too is meaningless. 20 So my heart began to despair over all my
toilsome labor under the sun. 21 For a man may do his work with wisdom, knowledge and
skill, and then he must leave all he owns to someone who has not worked for it. This too
is meaningless and a great misfortune. 22 What does a man get for all the toil and anxious
striving with which he labors under the sun? 23 All his days his work is pain and grief;
even at night his mind does not rest. This too is meaningless.
24

A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his
work. This too, I see, is from the hand of God, 25 for without him, who can eat or find
enjoyment? 26 To the man who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and
happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it
over to the one who pleases God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.
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PSALM

Psalm 63

Marty Haugen. Text for verses: © 1936, 1986, 1993 The Grail, England, GIA Publications, Inc. exclusive North American agent.
Text for refrain, Tune, Setting: © 1995, 1996 by GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 So. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
International copyright secured. All rights reserved.All rights reserved. Used by permission.

All sing Refrain and Gloria. Cantor sings the verses.
Refrain

1. O God, you are my God; for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you like a dry, weary land without water.
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your glory.
Refrain
2. For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your praise.
So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy.
Refrain
3. On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night,
for you have been my help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.
My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast.
Refrain
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SECOND LESSON Colossians 3:1-11
Paul tells us to set our minds on things above, not on earthly things… like the man who
built bigger barns or the teacher who chased the wind.
COLOSSIANS 3:1

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above,
not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.
4
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
5

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these,
the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived.
8
But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice,
slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have
taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Greek or Jew,
circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is
in all.

GOSPEL Luke 12:13-21
Jesus teaches us how foolish it is to think that life consists of what we have.
Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.”
LUKE 12:13

Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?”
Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s
life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”
14

15

And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a
good crop. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’
16

“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You
have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be
merry.” ’
18

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded
from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’
20

“This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not
rich toward God.”
21
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HYMN OF THE DAY

484 - Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly
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SERMON
Luke 12:13-21

Money Matters
PRAISE AND PRAYER
RESPONSE TO THE WORD
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FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERTORY

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for all people according to their need.
Brief silence
O Lord, in a world ruled by greed and governed by the empty accumulation of wealth,
guard us against every form of covetousness. Help us to see that our lives do not consist
in the abundance of possessions, but in Christ, our one heavenly treasure, who makes us
rich toward You. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Lord, set our minds on the things that are above where Christ is seated at Your right
hand, that all earthly passions may be put to death within us, that the new self that we
have put on in our Baptism may ever be renewed after Your image. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O Lord, the work of our hands is all vanity under the sun, but whatever is undertaken in
Your name will stand forever. Keep our pastors standing in Christ alone, that they may
not give their hearts up to despair over their toil under the sun, but know that all that
Your Word does through them will abide forever. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord God, be near to the suffering, the dying and the grieving [especially Your servants
_____________]. Sustain them in the truth that their lives are even now hidden with
Christ in God, and that when He appears, they will also appear with Him in glory. Give
them compassionate and skillful doctors and nurses, that their suffering may be alleviated
and their minds and bodies returned to health. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Lord God, You have seated Your Christ at Your right hand and surrounded Him with all
those that He has led out of the great tribulation; we thank You for the peace and rest You
have given them in Him, and we pray that You would one day deliver us by His hand into
the paradise He has won for us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, dear Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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SERMON HYMN

477 - What Is the World to Me
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PRAYER AND BLESSING
M

C

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us
safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day
we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us
to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
Amen.
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349 – Jesus, Priceless Treasure

CLOSING HYMN

Hymn continues on back page.
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After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
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