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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
Service of the Word  Christian Worship, p. 38 

The Service of the Word © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.   
Used by permission, including hymns 245, 436, 362, 375, 422, and Psalm 23 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

 

OPENING HYMN  245 – Sing a New Song to the Lord 

The choir will sing verse 1. The congregation is invited to join on verses 2-4.  
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INVOCATION 

 

Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

Congregation   And also with you.   

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C Amen. 

 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Jesus, Shepherd of the sheep, 

Who your Father’s flock does keep, 

Safe we wake and safe we sleep, 

Guarded still by you. 

 

By your blood our souls were bought; 

By your life salvation wrought; 

By your light our feet are taught, 

Lord, to follow you. 
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We, in robes of glory dressed, 

Join th’ assembly of the blest, 

Gathered to eternal rest 

In the fold with you.  (436:1,3,5) 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M Let us pray.  Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who 

cannot do anything that is good without you, may by your help be enabled to live 
according to your will; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
THE WORD 

 

FIRST LESSON  Jeremiah 23:1-6 
The Lord promises to provide a Good Shepherd for his people. 

 
JEREMIAH 23:1

 “Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my 

pasture!” declares the LORD. 
2
 Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says 

to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have scattered my flock and driven 

them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for the 

evil you have done,” declares the LORD. 
3
 “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock 

out of all the countries where I have driven them and will bring them back to their 
pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in number. 

4 
I will place shepherds over 

them who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be 

missing,” declares the LORD. 
 

  
5
 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 

    “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, 

  a King who will reign wisely 
    and do what is just and right in the land. 

  
6
 In his days Judah will be saved 

    and Israel will live in safety. 
  This is the name by which he will be called: 

    The LORD Our Righteousness. 
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PSALM 23      Duet 
House of God Forever 

© 2008 lowercase people 

God is my shepherd 
 I won't be wanting 

 I won't be wanting 

 He makes me rest 
 In fields of green 

 With quiet streams 

  
 Even though I walk 

 Through the valley 

 Of death and dying 

 I will not fear 
 Cause you are with me 

 You are with me 

  
 Your shepherd's staff comforts me 

 You are my feast 

 In the presence of enemies 

 Surely goodness will follow me 
 Follow me 

 In the house of God forever 

 

 

SECOND LESSON Ephesians 2:13-22 
Jesus provides a cornerstone for his Church and a place for the Gentiles in the Church.  

 
EPHESIANS 2:13

 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought 

near through the blood of Christ. 

 
    

14 
For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the 

barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 
15

 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its 

commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of 

the two, thus making peace, 
16 

and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God 
through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 

17 
He came and preached peace 

to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 
18

 For through him we both 

have access to the Father by one Spirit. 
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19

 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with 

God’s people and members of God’s household, 
20

 built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 

21
 In him the whole 

building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 
22

 And in him 

you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

 
 

 

GOSPEL  Mark 6:30-44 
In the account of the Feeding of the 5,000, Jesus provides teaching and food for people 

who were like sheep without a shepherd. 

 
MARK 6:30

 The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done 

and taught. 
31

 Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not 
even have a chance to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place 

and get some rest.” 

 
   

 32
 So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 

33
 But many who 

saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead 

of them. 
34

 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, 
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because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many 

things. 
 

    
35 

By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a remote 

place,” they said, “and it’s already very late. 
36 

Send the people away so they can go to 

the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” 
 

    
37

 But he answered, “You give them something to eat.” 

    They said to him, “That would take eight months of a man’s wages! Are we to go 
and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?” 

 

    
38

 “How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.” 
    When they found out, they said, “Five--and two fish.” 

 

    
39

 Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green 

grass. 
40

 So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 
41

 Taking the five loaves and 
the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave 

them to his disciples to set before the people. He also divided the two fish among them 

all. 
42

 They all ate and were satisfied, 
43

 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of 
broken pieces of bread and fish. 

44 
The number of the men who had eaten was five 

thousand. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  374 – My Shepherd Will Supply My Need 
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SERMON 
 Psalm 23 

 

This is Why We Love Psalm 23 
1. It pictures the peace and rest we hope to enjoy 

2. It promises the security we seek to live in 

3. It promotes the feast we look forward to celebrating 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Let us pray to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for through Christ we have access to 

Him in the Holy Spirit.  

 
Brief silence 

 

Holy Father, Your Son builds His Church on the foundation of the apostles and prophets 
and makes Himself the cornerstone that unites us all. Through the peace of His forgiving 

blood, put away from Your baptized children all that would divide them, that they may be 

truly joined together and grow together into a holy temple in the Lord. Lord, in Your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Ruler of the nations, look in kindness on all who hold public office in our land and 

throughout the world. Strengthen them in every good deed, and make them a blessing of 
Yours. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Compassionate One, no need of Your children escapes Your notice or provision. 
Remember in mercy the hungry and homeless, the lonely and frightened, the sick and 

grieving. [We especially lift up before You all whom we have been asked to remember at 

this altar: ______________.] Open Your hand, O Lord, and satisfy the desire of each 

hurting soul and of every living thing. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Holy One, in Your Son’s resurrection victory, death lost its power to separate us from 

Your love. We praise You for all whom He has joined by His Spirit to Himself in the 
Church and to whom He has given a life that death will never snatch from them. Bring us 

to sing with them and all who hope in His steadfast love the new song in the Kingdom. 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN 375 - The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 

 
 

PRAYER 
 

M Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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Doxology (Romans 11)       Soloist  
2005 New Spring (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 

 

Oh the depth of the riches 
Of the wisdom and knowledge of God 

How unsearchable his judgment 

How untraceable his paths 

 
Who knows the mind of our God 

And who can bring council to Him? 

 

Who has given to God 

That God should repay? 
 

For from Him, through Him 

To Him, is everything 

 
To God be the glory forever and ever 

To God be the glory forever, amen

 

CLOSING HYMN 422 – Jesus Lead Us On        

 

 


