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 Gathering 
OPENING HYMN

255 - Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

-2-

INVOCATION
Minister

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation

Amen.

M Beloved in the Lord: Let us draw near with a true heart an confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on
me a sinner.

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)
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ABSOLUTION
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:
When morning gilds the skies, My heart, awaking, cries,
“May Jesus Christ be praised!”
When evening shadows fall, Then sounds my vesper call:
“May Jesus Christ be praised!”
Sing, sun and stars of space; Sing, all who see his face;
Sing, “Jesus Christ be praised!”
God’s whole creation o’er, Today and evermore,
Sing, “Jesus Christ be praised!”

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
M Let us pray.
O God, protector of all the faithful, you alone make strong; you alone make holy. Show us
your mercy and forgive our sins day by day. Guide us through our earthly lives that we do not
lose the things you have prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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 The Word 

FIRST LESSON

Ezekiel 17:22-24

The Lord builds his Kingdom from the shoot of the Messiah.

“‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will take a shoot from the very
top of a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it on a
high and lofty mountain. 23 On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it will produce
branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will
find shelter in the shade of its branches. 24 All the trees of the field will know that I the LORD
bring down the tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. I dry up the green tree and make the dry
tree flourish.
“‘I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’”
EZEKIEL 17:22

PSALM

Psalm 92
Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,
www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Pastor will sing the first line of each verse.
The congregation is invited to sing the 2nd line of each verse, the Refrain, and the Gloria.

How great are your | works, O LORD,*
how pro | found your thoughts!
The senseless man | does not know,*
fools do not | understand,
that though the wicked spring | up like grass*
and all evildoers | flourish,
they will be forever | destroyed.*
But you, O LORD, are exalted for | ever.
Refrain
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The righteous will flourish like a | palm tree,*
they will flourish in the courts | of our God.
They will still bear fruit | in old age,*
they will stay | fresh and green,
proclaiming, “The LORD is | upright;*
he is my rock, and there is no wicked | ness in him.”
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the | beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Refrain

SECOND LESSON

2 Corinthians 5:1-10

Our life in God’s Kingdom is a matter of faith not sight.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:1

Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a
building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2Meanwhile we groan,
longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, 3because when we are clothed, we will not be
found naked. 4For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish
to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be
swallowed up by life. 5Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the
Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.
6
Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we
are away from the Lord. 7We live by faith, not by sight. 8We are confident, I say, and would
prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So we make it our goal to please
him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 10For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in
the body, whether good or bad.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. May your priests be clothed with righteousness; may your saints sing for joy. Alleluia.
(Psalm 132:9)
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds:

GOSPEL

Mark 4:26-34

Jesus pictures the internal and external growth of his Kingdom in two parables.

He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the
ground. 27Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does
not know how. 28All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full
kernel in the head. 29As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has
come.”
30
Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use
to describe it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground. 32Yet
when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that
the birds of the air can perch in its shade.”
33
With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could
understand. 34He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone
with his own disciples, he explained everything.
MARK 4:26

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds:
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CONFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried,
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

544 – Preach You the Word

 Sermon 
Ezekiel 17:22-24

LORD, How does Your Garden Grow!
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 Praise and Prayers 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MUSICAL OFFERING
We appreciate the offerings given to support the work of God’s Kingdom
here and throughout the world.
Offerings can be given in any of four ways:

Set in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary

On the Calvary website: https://calvarydallas.org/give/

On your phone with the Give+ app (a Vanco product)

Scan the QR code to the right…
Give us a record of your visit through our online Connection Card. The Connection
Card tab can be found at the bottom right of any page of the Calvary website,
https://calvarydallas.org or by scanning the code to the left...
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving to the Most High, who has planted His Holy Word among us; and for the
Church’s healthy growth, that we may weather the storm-winds of this world steadfast in Christ,
ever bearing the fruits of love and singing praises to His name, let us pray to the Lord: Lord,
have mercy.
For the preaching and teaching of God’s Holy Word, that by His Spirit it may sprout and grow
when and where it pleases God, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our homes and families, that the Lord would make the efforts of parents, family, and friends
fruitful in the teaching of their children and preserve them in the saving faith of Jesus according
to the promises He has spoken and will surely fulfill, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those in positions of authority, that God would guide them by His Spirit to be high in
purpose, wise in counsel, and unwavering in duty; and for our nation and its people, that we may
be governed quietly and peaceably, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those in every need, [especially ____________,] let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all God’s servants who groan under the burdens of this earthly tent and long to be clothed
with His eternal life, which will swallow up all mortal sorrow [especially those who mourn the
loss of…]; that He would give them good courage to walk by faith and not sight, to mourn the
dead in the hope of the resurrection, and to make it their aim to please Him while here in the
body, until at last we are all at home with Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Holy Father, from Israel You have taken a tender sprig, Your chosen Messiah, Jesus, and planted
Him on the mountain for our salvation. By His death on a tree, You have reversed the curse of sin
and brought life again to dry, dusty souls. Do not let us despise Your Christ, His humility or His
suffering, but bring us with all Your Christians into the shade of His eternal rest; through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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 The Sacrament 
PREFACE and PROPER PREFACES
M The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
M Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up to the Lord.
M Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C It is good and right so to do.
M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock
till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)
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DISTRIBUTION
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as
Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of
Calvary or churches within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

559 – Lord of the Living Harvest
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 Sending 


SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis)

M O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C And his mercy endures forever.

PRAYER AND BLESSING
M O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

322 - On What Has Now Been Sown

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
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