THE SEVENTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER
May 24, 2020
Worship Focus
Alive with Hope… in Suffering

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
9807 CHURCH ROAD
DALLAS, TX 75238 + 214-348-5567
churchsec@caltex.org

Order of Service for

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Service of the Word

Christian Worship, p. 38

The Service of the Word © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.
Used by permission, including hymns 431, 169, 359, 428, and 439 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955

 Gathering 
OPENING HYMN

431 (1,2,5,6) - I Walk in Danger All the Way
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6 My walk is heav’nward all the way;
Await, my soul, the morrow,
When you farewell can gladly say
To all your sin and sorrow.
All worldly pomp, begone!
To heav’n I now press on
For all the world I would not stay;
My walk is heav’nward all the way.

5 I walk with Jesus all the way;
His guidance never fails me.
He takes my ev’ry fear away
When Satan’s pow’r assails me,
And, by his footsteps led,
My path I safely tread.
In spite of ills that threaten may,
I walk with Jesus all the way.

INVOCATION
Minister

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation

And also with you.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.
M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.
C Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE
1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;
His the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph,
His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation
Has redeemed us by his blood.”

2 Alleluia! Bread of heaven,
Here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! Here the sinful
Flee to you from day to day.
Intercessor, Friend of sinners,
Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea
Where the songs of all the sinless
Sweep across the crystal sea.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us
at your right hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know him and
faith to follow where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

 The Word 
FIRST LESSON

Acts 1:1-14

As Jesus ascends into heaven he promises his disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit.

ACTS 1:1

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach
until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke
about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have
heard me speak about. 5For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit.”
6
So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the
kingdom to Israel?”
2
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He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
9
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their
sight.
10
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men
dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back
in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
12
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s
walk from the city. 13When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying.
Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14They all joined
together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his
brothers.
7

PSALM 8

Lord, Our Lord, Your Glorious Name
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(Tune CW 76,226)

SECOND LESSON

1 Peter 4:12-17; 5:6-11

Though we suffer as followers of Christ, we can rely on God to hold us up.

1 PETER 4:12

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though
something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of
Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14If you are insulted because of
the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15If you
suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.
16
However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that
name. 17For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what
will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?...
… 5:6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due
time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
8
Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking
for someone to devour. 9Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your
brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.
10
And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have
suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11To him
be the power for ever and ever. Amen.

GOSPEL

John 17:1-11

Jesus prayed that the Father would continue to protect his disciples while they remained in the world.

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: “Father, the time has
come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2For you granted him authority over all
people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3Now this is eternal life:
that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4I have
brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify
me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.
6
“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you
gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7Now they know that everything you have
given me comes from you. 8For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them.
They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9I pray for
them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10All I
have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11I will remain
in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you.
JOHN 17:1

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HYMN OF THE DAY

359 - Jesus, My Great High Priest

 Sermon 
1 Peter 4:12-19

Alive with Hope… in Suffering
Sermon notes:
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CONFESSION OF FAITH
C

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING ANNOUCEMENT and MUSICAL OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Guard Your people, O Lord, and grant us unity of faith as we come to You in prayer.
Brief silence
Lord, You have promised not to abandon Your people but to be with us always. Grant us grace to
hear Your Word with faith and receive Your Holy Sacrament with repentant hearts, and to keep
what we hear and receive on our lips in holy lives. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, You have pledged to us Your Spirit and promised to supply Your Church with pastors who
will preach and teach Your Word. Give us ears to hear and hearts to believe Your Word. Raise up
those who will serve Your Church in generations to come, that we may never be without the aid
of those to serve us in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Lord, You have power over all things and appoint an order on earth for the protection of the
weak, the punishment of evildoers and the encouragement of virtue. Bless our president, our
governor, and all who make, administer and judge our laws. Give them wisdom for the challenges
of our times, and preserve them from self-serving concerns. Give us grace, that we may honor the
gift of liberty and be good citizens and neighbors to all. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, You have compassion upon all who suffer. Give grace to the sick, to those with mental
illness, to the dying in their last hours and to those who grieve. Hear us especially for _________
and those we name in our hearts before You. Grant them patience in their afflictions, and deliver
them according to Your gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, You are the source of all wisdom and knowledge. Bless those who teach, those who learn
and especially those who graduate this year. Be the hope of those whose plans have been
disappointed, and grant that all graduates would find good employment. Guide them in the pursuit
of Your Word and truth, to live honorable lives in worthy vocations, that in all things You may be
glorified. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, we rejoice in the Savior’s promise to guard the people who wear Your name by Baptism
and faith. Until we are with You in Your presence forevermore, guard us against the devil who
prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking those whom he might devour. Grant us the power to
resist him and trust in You without fear; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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SERMON HYMN

428 - Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me
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 Sending 
PRAYER
M

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help
us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BLESSING
M

Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN

439 – Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me

After worship, please feel free to greet your neighbors OUTSIDE,
keeping in mind the social distancing recommendations of six feet spacing.
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