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 Gathering 
OPENING HYMN

561 – Lord, Speak to Us that We May Speak

INVOCATION
Minister

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation

Amen.
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M Beloved in the Lord: Let us draw near with a true heart an confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on
me a sinner.

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)

ABSOLUTION
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:
“Christ the Lord is ris’n today!”
Saints on earth and angels say;
Raise your joys and triumphs high;
Sing, O heav’ns, and earth, reply.
Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n!
Praise to you by both be giv’n!
God has now fulfilled his Word;
Praise the resurrected Lord! (149:1,6)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
M Let us pray. Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think
those things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make
our petitions according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

 The Word 
FIRST LESSON

Acts 17:22-31

In Athens Paul’s sermon revealed the “Unknown God” and explained that we all live “in” the one true God.

Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “Men of Athens! I see
that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I walked around and looked carefully at your
objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now
what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you.
24
”The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and
does not live in temples built by hands. 25And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed
anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. 26From one man
he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the
times set for them and the exact places where they should live. 27God did this so that men would
seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.
28
’For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We
are his offspring.’
29
”Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like
gold or silver or stone—an image made by man’s design and skill. 30In the past God overlooked
such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31For he has set a day
when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this
to all men by raising him from the dead.”
ACTS 17:22
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PSALM 66

Spoken in responsively between the presiding minister and the congregation.

Shout with joy to God, all the earth!
Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious!
Praise our God, O peoples,
let the sound of his praise be heard.
He has preserved our lives
and kept our feet from slipping.
Come and listen, all you who fear God;
let me tell you what he has done for me.
If I had cherished sin in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened;
but God has surely listened
and heard my voice in prayer.

SECOND LESSON

1 Peter 3:15-22

Living in the living Lord means being ready to tell the Good News.

1 PETER 3:15

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness
and respect, 16keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good
behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for
doing good than for doing evil. 18For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit,
19
through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison 20who disobeyed long ago
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few
people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21and this water symbolizes baptism that now
saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience
toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at
God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds:

GOSPEL

John 14:15-21

Our response to life with the Lord includes love and obedience to His will.

“If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he
will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you
and will be in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Before long, the world
will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day
you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21Whoever has my
commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”
JOHN 14:15

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds:
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CONFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried,
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

573 – Hark! The Voice of Jesus Crying
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 Sermon 
1 Peter 3:15-22

Alive with Hope… to Speak
 Praise and Prayers 

OFFERING ANNOUCEMENT
MUSICAL OFFERTORY
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ and for all people according to their needs.
Brief silence
For the faithful proclamation of Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him, that through hearing
the Word of the Lord many may be brought to faith and to the knowledge of the truth, let us pray
to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the agencies and institutions through which we love our neighbor and provide for those in
need, for the destitute and homeless, and for everyone who suffers unemployment and
underemployment, that we may aid them in their needs and assist them to find honorable labor to
supply all their needs, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the lonely who suffer the burdens of life without friendship or family, for those depressed or
weary of pandemic measures, and for the fellowship of the Church, that we may bear one
another’s burdens, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and those who suffer, [especially…] that God would grant healing to their bodies,
peace for their minds, and consolation in their grief, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the nation, for those who lead our nation, for the end of the pandemic, for peace among
nations, and for an end to violence, that we may work for the common good so that justice may
prevail, life be protected and truth abound, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
O Lord, our God, as we recall the obedient life and life-giving death of Your Son for our
salvation, we pray You to strengthen our faith and to make our hearts bold, that we may not fear
but address our prayers to You in all humility. Hear us on behalf of Jesus Christ, our great High
Priest, who even now stands before You on our behalf, pleading our cause with His own blood,
until that day when we are delivered from the changes and chances of this mortal life and stand
before You in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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 The Sacrament 
PREFACE and PROPER PREFACES
M The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
M Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up to the Lord.
M Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C It is good and right so to do.
M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you
especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his
sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join
their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)
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DISTRIBUTION
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as
Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of
Calvary or churches within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

377 - Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
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 Sending 
SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis)

M O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C And his mercy endures forever.

PRAYER AND BLESSING
M O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

562 - I Love to Tell the Story
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