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221 – Blessed Jesus, at Your Word

OPENING HYMN

[2]

INVOCATION
Minister

Congregation

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

A

-

men.

M Beloved in the Lord: Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner.

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)

ABSOLUTION
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

[3]

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M The Lord be with you.

M Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and
intercedes for us at your right hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us
hearts to know him and faith to follow where he has gone; who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

[4]

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Acts 1:15-26
The disciples prepare for witnessing to the world by casting a God-directed lot to replace
Judas.
ACTS 1:15

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a
hundred and twenty) 16 and said, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled which the
Holy Spirit spoke long ago through the mouth of David concerning Judas, who served as
guide for those who arrested Jesus-- 17 he was one of our number and shared in this
ministry.”
18

(With the reward he got for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell
headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 19 Everyone in Jerusalem
heard about this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of
Blood.)
20

“For,” said Peter, “it is written in the book of Psalms,

“ ‘May his place be deserted;
let there be no one to dwell in it,’
and,
“ ‘May another take his place of leadership.’
21

Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the
whole time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from John’s baptism to
the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with
us of his resurrection.”
23

So they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and
Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of
these two you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go
where he belongs.” 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to
the eleven apostles.

[5]

PSALM

Psalm 8
Refrain Tune: Lynn Trapp. © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in | all the earth!*
You have set your glory above the | heavens.
When I consider your | heavens,*
the work of your | fingers,
what is man that you are mind | ful of him,*
the Son of Man that you | care for him?
Refrain
You made him a little lower than the heavenly | beings*
and crowned him with glory and | honor.
You made him ruler over the works | of your hands;*
you put everything un | der his feet.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Refrain

[6]

SECOND LESSON 1 John 4:13-21
Our ministry of love is spurred by the love God first revealed to us.
1 JOHN 4:13

We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of
the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and
he in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 17 In this way,
love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment,
because in this world we are like him. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives
out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect
in love.
We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his
brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot
love God, whom he has not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves
God must also love his brother.
19

VERSE OF THE DAY

Choir

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I will not leave you as
orphans; I will come to you. Alleluia!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds:

GOSPEL John 17:11b-19
In preparation for a time when he would no longer be physically present, the Great High
Priest prays for his disciples.
JOHN 17:11b

Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name--the name you gave
me--so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them
and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed
to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.

[7]

“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so
that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your
word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of
the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect
them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify
them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them
into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.
13

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds:

CONFESSION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES’ CREED
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

[8]

367 – Christ Be My Leader

HYMN OF THE DAY

SERMON
John 17:11b-19

“I’ll Pray for You”

[9]

PRAISE AND PRAYER
RESPONSE TO THE WORD

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERING
[10]

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole Church of God and for all people according to their needs.
Brief silence
Blessed Lord, though Your Son ascended to You and departed from this earth, keep us,
we pray, ever mindful that He will come again to judge the living and the dead. During
this time of waiting for His return, preserve us from all falsehood and immorality and, by
Your Spirit, comfort us with Your ongoing care. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, in the pages of Holy Scripture, You reveal Your salvation. Guide our efforts at
proclaiming Your Word. Thwart the plans of all who desire to prevent the growth of
Your Kingdom. Bring to joyful fruition the Gospel seeds planted by missionaries,
pastors, teachers and all Your people. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Look with favor, O God, upon all our mothers. Make our joy full, that we may learn to
love and care for one another as we have known through those faithful women who have
shown to us a mother’s love and kindness. Make our homes places of blessing and love
where Jesus Christ is known and cherished. Lord, in Your mercy: hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, You earnestly desire the spiritual unity of Your Christian Church. Keep us
firm in the truth of Your Word. Make our church body, its congregations and its members
bold confessors of the true faith. Strengthen us against the temptation to be conformed to
the spirit of the times. And keep us faithful in proclaiming the joy of Your salvation to
those around us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, through Your servant John, You give us a glimpse into life everlasting.
With John’s testimony, comfort those who suffer, those undergoing medical treatments
and those homebound [especially ____________]. Bring to their minds the assurance that
even in their current afflictions, they can continue to look forward with eager joy to the
place where no lamp or sun is needed, for the Lord God will be their everlasting light.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Eternal God, Your Son promises that He is the resurrection and the life, and that whoever
believes in Him will live eternally. Deal graciously with those who mourn the death of
loved ones [especially ____________]. Lead them to take refuge in Your Son’s
promises, that they may know the consolation of Your love. Lord, in Your mercy, hear
our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

[11]

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

[12]

SERMON HYMN

359 - Jesus, My Great High Priest

PRAYER AND BLESSING
M Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and
confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

[13]

M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

322 – On What Has Now Been Sown

CLOSING HYMN

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
[14]

[15]

[16]

