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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

A

-

men.

M Beloved in the Lord: Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a
sinner.

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:
C Alleluia! Let praises ring!
Unto our triune God we sing;
Blest be his name forever!
With angel hosts let us adore
And sing his praises more and more
For all his grace and favor.
Singing, Ringing: Holy, holy, God is holy.
Spread the story
Of our God the Lord of glory!

M The Lord be with you.

M Let us pray. O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us
love what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this
world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.



ACTS 17:1



When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on
three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3explaining and proving that the
Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ,” he
said. 4Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of Godfearing Greeks and not a few prominent women.

5

But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace,
formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul and
Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. 6But when they did not find them, they dragged
Jason and some other brothers before the city officials, shouting: “These men who have caused
trouble all over the world have now come here, 7and Jason has welcomed them into his house.
They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.” 8When
they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. 9Then they made Jason
and the others post bond and let them go.
10
As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there,
they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the
Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures
every day to see if what Paul said was true. 12Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of
prominent Greek women and many Greek men.

Behold, God’s ever-watchful eye sees through our dark despair;
the arms of Grace encircle us with strong, yet tender care;
the hope of all the ages past, that sets at peace our fears
God’s mercy and God’s steadfast love shall follow all our years.

1 PETER 2:4

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and
precious to him— 5you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For in Scripture
it says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him
will never be put to shame.” 7Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do
not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone,” 8and, “A stone that causes
men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the
message—which is also what they were destined for.
9
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God,
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
10
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2In my Father’s
house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a
place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with
me that you also may be where I am. 4You know the way to the place where I am going.”
5
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the
way?”
6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. 7If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do
know him and have seen him.”
8
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
9
Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
10
Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you
are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11Believe me
when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of
the miracles themselves. 12I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have
been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.
JOHN 14:1

C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.




1 Peter 2:4,5





As newborn infants who long for the pure spiritual milk, so let us come before the Lord seeking
His mercy with confidence that His grace will be sufficient for all our needs.
Brief silence
Lord God, You have promised to build up Your Church to be a holy priesthood, that Your people
might offer the spiritual sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving acceptable to You. Bless Your
Church and bring all congregations back together again. Bless all pastors who proclaim Christ to
us. Bless all church workers and those preparing for full-time church vocations, that Your Church
may be supplied with faithful leaders and servants of Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Holy God, Your power brought all things into being and still You preserve what You have made.
Bless our president, the Congress of these United States, our governor, and all elected and
appointed civil servants so that they may honor You and Your purpose, establishing order and
justice, encouraging virtue and protecting all life. Give wisdom and moderation to them in their
leadership for the well-being of the nation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O merciful Father, You have compassion upon the sick and those in need and have promised not
to ignore them in their afflictions. Turn back the pandemic across the globe, and give us relief.
Bless the sick with healing, those who suffer with strength and patience, and the dying with
peace. Hear us on behalf of those who have requested our prayers [especially _____________].
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious God, You have established the home and blessed those who show us Your love. Bless
all mothers and the children in their care. Bless all families and make their homes places of
blessing and love, where Your Word is spoken, forgiveness reigns and love is displayed. Give us
good examples to inspire youth to all that is good and pure, and to seek after these things. Lord, in
Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Compassionate Father, You are not aloof from the needs of this body and life, and You have
called us to love our neighbor in need and give aid to the poor. Give us courage and faith, that we
may not fear sharing the resources You have supplied with those who live in want, especially the
widow, the orphan and the unemployed. Let love be perfected among us to drive out selfish fears.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Eternal Father of an eternal mercy, You have raised up witnesses in every age and blessed us with
those who endured suffering and even death in faithfulness to Christ. We give You thanks for
these faithful saints and martyrs, and we pray You to make us strong when we face the day of
test, that at length we may be brought with them into the joy of Your presence and the glory of
everlasting life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We praise You, God, for Your goodness in hearing the prayers of Your people and granting us
confidence to approach Your throne of mercy. Hear us now in the name of and for the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, through whom, with whom and in whom, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is Yours, almighty Father, both now and forevermore. Amen.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

M Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above.
Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of
Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as
long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

