THE FOURTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER

Confirmation Sunday

April 25, 2021

Worship Focus

Living the Resurrection — Listen to My Voice

N .. E ‘\
Listen to My Voice

LIVING THE RESURRECTION

CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH
9807 CHURCH ROAD
DALLAS, TX 75238 + 214-348-5567
churchsec@calvarydallas.org




11’\7— Order of Service for
“TI\” THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Service of the Word Christian Worship, p. 38

The Service of the Word © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.
Used by permission, including hymns 374, 766, 508, and 432 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955

¥ Gathering ¥

OPENING HYMN 374 - My Shepherd Will Supply My Need

1 My shep - herd will sup - ply my need— Je -
2 When | walk through the shades of  death, His
3 The sure pro - vi - sions of my  God At -

ho - vah is his  name. In pas - tures fresh he
pres - ence is my  stay; One  word of his  sup -
tend me all my  days; Oh, may his  house be
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makes  me feed Be - side the liv - ing stream.
port - ing breath Drives  all my fears a - way.
my a - bode And all my work be praise.
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He  brings my wand - ‘ring spir - it back When
His  hand, in sight of all my  foes, Will

There would | find a set - tled rest While
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| for - sake his ways And leads me, for  his
still my ta - ble spread; My  cup  with bless - ings
oth - ers go and  come, No more a stran - ger
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mer - cy's sake, In paths of truth and  grace.

o - ver - flows; His oil a-noints my  head.

or a guest But like a child at home.

Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748, alt.
Tune: RESIGNATION (CM D) A Compilation of Genuine Church Music, Winchester, VA, 1832.

INVOCATION

Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation  And also with you.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

C Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the
sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your
Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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% The Word =

FIRST LESSON Acts 4:23-33

The Good Shepherd gave evidence of his gentle guidance as he spared Peter and John
and gave them boldness to proclaim the Gospel.

ACTS 4230 their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that
the chief priests and elders had said to them. **When they heard this, they raised their voices
together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heaven and the earth and
the sea, and everything in them. *You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your
servant, our father David:

“ “‘Why do the nations rage

and the peoples plot in vain?

*The kings of the earth take their stand

and the rulers gather together

against the Lord

and against his Anointed One.” *’Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the
Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom
you anointed. ®They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.
“Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great
boldness. *Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the
name of your holy servant Jesus.”

SLAfter they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

%2All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions
was his own, but they shared everything they had. *With great power the apostles continued to
testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.

SECOND LESSON 1 John 3:1,2

What marvelous love that God has made us his children! In the imagery of the day...
We are the sheep of the Good Shepherd, who look forward to eternity.

LIOHN3IHow great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children
of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know
him. 2°**" friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.
But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.



GOSPEL John 10:11-18

Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd, who lays down his life for the sheep.

JOHN 101 «| am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. **The
hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he
abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. *The man runs
away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.

14 «] am the good shepherd:; | know my sheep and my sheep know me— *just as the Father
knows me and | know the Father—and | lay down my life for the sheep. *®I have other sheep that
are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall
be one flock and one shepherd. " The reason my Father loves me is that | lay down my life—only
to take it up again. ®No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. | have
authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command | received from my
Father.”

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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C: Praise be to you, O  Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY 766 - The Lord’s My Shepherd

1 The Lord’s my Shepherd; I’ll not want. He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; he leadeth me The quiet waters by.
He leadeth me, he leadeth me The quiet waters by.

2 My soul he doth restore again And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness, E’en for his own name’s sake.
Within the paths of righteousness, E’en for his own name’s sake.

3  Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, Yet will I fear no ill;
For thou art with me, and thy rod And staff me comfort still.
For thou art with me, and thy rod And staff me comfort still.

4 My table thou hast furnished In presence of my foes;
My head thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows.
My head thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows.

5 Goodness and mercy, all my life, Shall surely follow me,
And in God’s house forevermore My dwelling place shall be.
And in God’s house forevermore My dwelling place shall be.
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® Sermon X
1 John 3:1,2

Your Book of Life Is a Children’s Story

CONFESSION OF FAITH (8:00 am) The Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MUSICAL OFFERING

We appreciate the offerings given to support the work of

God'’s Kingdom here and throughout the world.

Offerings can be given in any of four ways:
1. Setin the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary
2. Onthe Calvary website: https://calvarydallas.org/give/
3. Onyour phone with the Give+ app (a Vanco product)
4. Scan the QR code to the right...

Give us a record of your visit through our online Connection Card. The Connection
Card tab can be found at the bottom right of any page of the Calvary website,
https://calvarydallas.org or by scanning the code to the left...

11:00 — Service continues on page 8 with the Rite of Confirmation
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (8:00 am)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

That the Good Shepherd of Israel, who has sought out His sheep and gathered us with them into
one flock, would keep us always in His fold and guard us from every wolf and snare, let us pray
to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the Church and flock of God, that as new life was breathed into the world through the
resurrection of Christ, so now by His Holy Spirit new life would be breathed into her also; and
that, freed by His Gospel, we may always confess the name of Jesus Christ — the only name
given among men by which we must be saved, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For an increase in the love of Christian brothers one to another, especially within our own homes,
that we may daily show our confidence in God by deed and truth, laying down our lives as Christ
first did for us, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of good government, that as Jesus has worked peace between man and God, so He
would grant peace and good days also to our citizens and between the nations of the world; and
that we may lead quiet lives in godly contentment, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

In thanksgiving for our risen Christ, the firstfruits from the dead, who has secured forgiveness for
our troubled consciences, that He would also bless with temporal health those who suffer
[especially ]; and that He would grant us aid not only in this moment, but even
more so true, immortal health in the world to come, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

Lord God, out of Your fatherly goodness You have remembered us sinners and given Your
beloved Son to be our Shepherd — not only to nourish us by His Word, but also to defend us
from sin, death and the devil. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that even as this Shepherd knows us and
helps in every affliction, we also may know Him, trust Him, seek help and comfort in Him,
heartily obey His voice and obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

8:00 — service continues on page 11 with the hymn
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RITE OF CONFIRMATION (11:00 am)

Confirmation is a public profession of the Christian faith, following a period of instruction. It is a rite by which one is
recognized as properly prepared to receive the Lord’s Supper. Those being confirmed stand and approach the altar.

M
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Macy Katherine Crooks
Ella Grace Smith

Isabel Marie Zajac

Brothers and sisters in Christ, our Lord Jesus said to his disciples: “All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of
the age.”

In obedience to the Lord’s command, you have been baptized in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. You have been taught the precious truths of the Christian
faith as confessed by the Evangelical Lutheran Church. You know what God has given you
by his grace and what he expects of you as his dear child. You now have the privilege of
receiving the Lord’s body and blood in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

You are here to make a public profession of your Christian faith. The apostle Paul, writing to
the Romans, said: “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. Everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Therefore, lift up your hearts to the God of all grace and joyfully answer these questions:
Do you this day, in the presence of God and of this congregation, acknowledge that in
Baptism, God gave you forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation?

| do.

Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?
I do.
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Do you believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Do you believe all the books of the Bible to be the inspired Word of God?
I do.

Do you believe that the teaching of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as you have learned to
know it from Luther’s Small Catechism, is faithful and true to the Word of God?
I do.

Do you intend to continue steadfast in this teaching and to endure all things, even death,
rather than fall away from it?
I do, and I ask God to help me.

Do you intend faithfully to conform all your life to the teachings of God’s Word, to be
faithful in the use of the Word and sacrament, and in faith and action remain true to God—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—as long as you live?

I do, and I ask God to help me.



The minister addresses the congregation.

M Since it is God alone who enables us both to will and to do his good pleasure, it is right for

us, dear friends in Christ, to call on him for these confirmands, that he would graciously
complete the good work which he has begun in them. Let us, therefore, bow our heads and

pray.

PRAYER

M Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise you for your great goodness in bringing

C

these sons and daughters of yours to the knowledge of your Son, Jesus Christ, and in giving
them both hearts to believe and mouths to confess his saving name. Enable them to bring
forth the fruits of faith and to continue steadfast and victorious until the day comes when all
who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness, through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (11:00)

C

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, what we as a Christian congregation have here asked our
heavenly Father to confer on all of you, we now ask him to give each of you individually.

The minister may lay s hand on the head of each one and speak a blessing.

A confirmation text may also be read for each.

After all the confirmands have received the blessing, the minister dismisses them, saying

M Your church now invites you to receive the Sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood. Accept

this invitation with deep reverence and holy joy. Regard your communing at the Lord’s Table
as a precious privilege given you by God through his Church; receive this Sacrament
thankfully and often. The almighty and most merciful God—Father, Son, (+) and Holy
Spirit—Dbless and keep you.
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SERMON HYMN 508 - Gracious Savior, Gentle Shepherd
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I Gra - cious Sav - ior, gen - tle Shep-herd, Chil -dren all are
2 Ten - der Shep-herd, nev - er leave them, Nev - er let them
3 By your ho - ly Word in-struct them; Fill their minds with
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Taught to  love the ho - ly prais - es  Which on earth your
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dear to  you; May your lov - ing arms en - fold them
o a - stray; By  your warn -ing love di - rect - ed,

heav’n -1y light. By your pow’r - ful  grace con - vince them
chil - dren sing,  With their lips and hearts, sin - cere - ly,
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In your care their whole life through. Gent - ly tend and
May they walk the nar - row way. Thus di - rect them,
Al - ways to ap - prove what's rightt Let them feel your
Glad thank - of - f'rings may they bring, Then with all the
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safe - ly keep them In your  mer - cy strong and true.

thus  de - fend them Lest they fall  an eas -y  prey.
yoke is eas - y; Let them find your bur - den light
saints in  glo - ry Join to praise their Lord and King.

Text: Jane E. Leeson, 1809-81, abr., adapt., alt.
Tune: SIEH, HIER BIN ICH, EHRENKONIG (87 87 87) Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1698,

% Sending
PRAYER

M  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help
us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: A - men.
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BLESSING

M  Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless yoand keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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1 am Je - sus’ lit - tle lamb;
2 Day by day, at home, a - way,
3 Who so hap - py as |1 am,

Ev-er glad
Je-sus s
E - ven now

at

heart
my staff and
the shep-herd’s
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pleas - ant  pas - tures leads me; When | thirst,  he
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day  the  same, E - wven «calls me by my name.
bids me g0 Where the qui - et wa - ters  flow.
to his ~ breast,  There with - in  his arms to  rest

Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724-82; tr. composite.

Tune: WEIL ICH JESU SCHAFLEIN BIN (77 88 77) Choralbuch . . . Briider-Gemeinen, Leipzig, 1784,
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