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OPENING HYMN

576 - Spread, Oh, Spread the Mighty Word

[2]

INVOCATION
Minister

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation

And also with you.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C Amen.

[3]

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M Let us pray. O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will.
Make us love what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many
changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

[4]

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Acts 13:44-52
Even in the face of persecution, God’s Word led many people to faith, filling Paul and
Barnabas with joy and the Holy Spirit.
ACTS 13:44

On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the
Lord. 45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and talked
abusively against what Paul was saying.
Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of
God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life,
we now turn to the Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us:
46

“ ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles,
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’ ”
48

When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord;
and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.
49

The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 50 But the Jews incited
the God-fearing women of high standing and the leading men of the city. They stirred up
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. 51 So they
shook the dust from their feet in protest against them and went to Iconium. 52 And the
disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

[5]

PSALM

Psalm 145
Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,
www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Pastor will sing the first half of each verse. The congregation is asked to sing the
second half of the verses, the refrain, and the Gloria.

Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise;*
his greatness no one can fathom.
One generation will commend your works to another;*
they will tell of your mighty acts.
The LORD upholds all those who fall*
and lifts up all who are bowed down.
Refrain
The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time.*
You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.
The LORD is near to all who call on him,*
to all who call on him in truth.
He fulfills the desires of those who fear him;*
he hears their cry and saves them.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

[6]

SECOND LESSON Revelation 21:1-6
In his great love for us God is preparing a New Heaven and Earth where he will live with
us and comfort us forever.
REVELATION 21:1

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the
dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and
God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their
eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away.”
He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he
said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
5

He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the
End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water
of life.
6

VERSE OF THE DAY
You are the way, the truth, the life;
Grant us that way to know,
That truth to keep, that life to win
Whose joys eternal flow. (356:4)

[7]

GOSPEL John 13:31-35
Jesus’ love for us brings glory to God and creates love for one another within us.
When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is
glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and
will glorify him at once.
JOHN 13:31

“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and
just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.
33

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you
must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.”
34

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

[8]

HYMN OF THE DAY

497 - This Is My Will

[9]

SERMON
Revelation 21:1-6

The Philanthropy of God’s New World Order
CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERTORY

[10]

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M Let us pray to our God and Father who promises to give whatever we ask in the name
of Jesus.
Brief silence
M Almighty God, continue to send forth the Spirit of truth upon Your Church so that we
might hear Your Word and glorify Your Son. Grant Your blessing upon Your people
here and wherever You gather them. Sustain us in the faith by Your Means of Grace,
and strengthen us in knowledge and boldness to confess Your name. Lord, in Your
mercy,
C hear our prayer.
M Heavenly Father, grant that Your Holy Spirit might comfort us in these gray and
latter days. As it is given to Your people to suffer tribulation and persecution, grant
that we might know such things to be birth pains that anticipate the Last Day, and
preserve us by Your grace until our sorrow is turned to joy. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
M Holy God, You gave Your Son for all, that You might declare all who believe in Him
to be clean before You. Look upon the enemies of Your Church; confound their plans
to do Your people harm, and move them to repentance so that they, too, might have
life in Jesus’ name. Preserve Your people from bitterness or fear that would lead us
to hate and stand in Your way, for You desire to give the same gift to them as You
gave to all who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

[11]

M O Lord, our Creator and Redeemer, we give thanks to You for the beautiful visions of
heaven that You have revealed to us through St. John. We ask Your blessing upon all
those whom You have gifted in the arts, that their works and words might proclaim
the beauty of Your works even in the midst of this fallen world and move us in Christ
to eager expectation of the new heaven and the new earth. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
M O God, we give thanks to You for Your faithfulness to the saints who have gone
before us, that in Christ their mourning and crying and pain are all former things that
have passed away. As You have cleansed us with the water of life, so keep us in faith
and hope until that day when You wipe away every tear from our eyes. Lord, in Your
mercy,
C hear our prayer.
M Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy
through faith in Christ Jesus.
C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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SERMON HYMN

222 - Songs of Praise the Angels Sang

[13]

PRAYER
M

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

BLESSING
M

Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

[14]

492 – Son of God, Eternal Savior

CLOSING HYMN

(Stanzas continue on the next page)
[15]

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
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