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Order of Service for

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
Order of Service

The Service of the Word

 Gathering 
OPENING HYMN

523 – How Deep the Father’s Love for Us

[2]

STAND

INVOCATION
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But
we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins
to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away
my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord
Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength
to live according to his will.
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every morning; and though we
deserve only punishment, you receive us as your children and provide for all our needs of body and
soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge your merciful goodness, give thanks for all your
benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

A

-

men.

BE SEATED

 The Word 
FIRST READING

Isaiah 12
God's grace turns the gloom of our condemnation into the joy of our salvation.

In that day you will say:
“I will praise you, LORD.
Although you were angry with me,
your anger has turned away
and you have comforted me.
2
Surely God is my salvation;
I will trust and not be afraid.
The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my defense;
he has become my salvation.”
3
With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation.
4
In that day you will say:
“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name;
make known among the nations what he has done,
and proclaim that his name is exalted.
5
Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things;
let this be known to all the world.
6
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,
for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”
ISAIAH 12:1

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
[4]

PSALM

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)

Sung by the Worship Team and children of Calvary School

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost, but now I'm found
Was blind, but now I see

My chains are gone, I've been set free
My God, my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love, Amazing grace

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed

My chains are gone, I've been set free
My God, my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love, Amazing grace

My chains are gone, I've been set free
My God, my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy reigns
Unending love, Amazing grace

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The sun forbear to shine
But God who called me here below
Will be forever mine, will be forever mine
You are forever mine

The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures

SECOND READING

Romans 8:1–10

In Christ Jesus God has already condemned all sin. For us there is only grace and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.
3
For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in
order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit.
5
Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those
who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6The mind
governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7The mind
governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8Those who
are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.
9
You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to
Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the
Spirit gives life because of righteousness.
ROMANS 8:1

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
[5]

STAND FOR THE READING OF THE GOSPEL

CHERUB CHOIR

Oh, How Good Is Christ the Lord

Oh, how good is Christ the Lord. He is with me ev’ryday.
Never shall I be alone, glory be to Jesus! Glory be to Jesus!
Glory by to Jesus! He has filled my life with love. Glory be to Jesus!
Oh, how good is Christ the Lord. On the cross he died for me.
He has pardoned all my sin, Glory be to Jesus!
Glory be to Jesus! In three days he rose again. Glory by to Jesus!
Glory be to Jesus! Glory be to Jesus!
Oh, how good is Christ the Lord. Glory be to Jesus!
Oh, que bueno es Jesus. Que por mi murioen la cruz.
Mis pecados perdono. A su nombre gloria!
A su nombre gloria! Ent res dias resucito. A su nombre gloria!

GOSPEL READING

Luke 15:1–3,11–32

How does God respond to those who object to or are angered by his grace? He responds with more grace.

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2But the
Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
3
Then Jesus told them this parable:
11
Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger one said to his father,
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.
13
“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and
there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine
in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of
that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that
the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
17
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to
spare, and here I am starving to death! 18I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father,
I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me
like one of your hired servants.’ 20So he got up and went to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him;
he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
21
“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.’
LUKE 15:1

[6]

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on
his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate.
24
For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to
celebrate.
25
“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and
dancing. 26So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27‘Your brother has
come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and
sound.’
28
“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with
him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed
your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30But when
this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the
fattened calf for him!’
31
“My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32But we had
to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.’”
22

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ
BE SEATED
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HYMN OF THE DAY

708 - Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

 Sermon 
Luke 15:11-32

Look in the Mirror of the Prodigal Parable
STAND
[8]

CONFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
BE SEATED

ANNOUNCEMENTS
We appreciate the offerings given to support the work of
God’s Kingdom here and throughout the world.
Offerings can be given in any of four ways:
•
Set in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary
•
On the Calvary website: https://calvarydallas.org/give/
•
On your phone with the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app
•
Scan the QR code to the right…

Give us a record of your visit through our online Connection Card,
or by filling out the card in the pew and placing it in the offering plate as you leave. The Connection
Card tab can be found at the bottom right of any page of the Calvary website,
https://calvarydallas.org or by scanning the code to the left...

MUSICAL OFFERING

O Come to the Altar

Sung by the worship team.
[9]

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
You may remain seated for prayer

Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. Give us a proper knowledge of the evil we
have done in Your sight, move us to confess our offenses against You, and justify us by Your holy
absolution. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Father in heaven, You welcome us into Your family for the sake of Your Son. Call us to repentance
when we wander from Your ways or believe we have earned a place in Your household by our works,
and return us to the confident joy that in Christ alone we are found and alive. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have made Your deeds known among us. Bless pastors,
teachers, musicians, and all church workers in their daily labors to make known Your deeds among the
peoples. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, we are brought forth in iniquity and conceived in sin. Make us ever grateful that in
Holy Baptism You forgive and enliven even the smallest child, and that for Jesus’ sake You wash us
thoroughly from our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, in Christ You were reconciling the world to Yourself. Watch over our nation and all
whom You have placed in authority. Give them wisdom and prudence, that Your people might live in
peace and freely make known the message of reconciliation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, hear our prayers for all who cry out to You for mercy, healing and help [including…].
Deliver them according to Your will and, as You have made them a new creation in Christ, keep them
mindful of the day when sorrow and sickness will be no more. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord of glory, fill the hearts of Your people in all their various callings with the joy of Your salvation,
that they may make it known in all the earth. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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SERMON HYMN

810 – The First Song of Isaiah
(11am with Grades PreK-2)

Refrain (sung twice at the opening and closing)

Verse

Refrain

The canticle continues on the next page
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Verse

Refrain

Verse

Refrain

[12]

 Sending 
STAND

PRAYER
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by your
Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness,
and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

A

-

men.

BLESSING
Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

A - men. A

-

men. A

-

men.
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CLOSING HYMN

579 - His Mercy Is More

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
[14]
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Midweek Worship Series for Lent
Historically, the church has gathered in special preparation for the
celebration of the events of Holy Week. This forty-day preparation is called
“Lent” and spans from Ash Wednesday (March 2) through the completion of Maundy/Holy
Thursday (April 14).
Since the Divine Service every weekend is a remembrance of Easter, the Sunday’s within the
Lenten season are not counted as part of the forty days. As a result, the readings during the
Sundays in Lent anticipate the victory of Easter rather than follow Jesus’ path of suffering.
Instead, the church focused on the passion of Jesus (from the Greek word “ πάσχω, paschoh”,
which means “to suffer”) during her midweek Lenten worship. Therefore, the yearly recounting
of Jesus’ “way of the cross” is heard only during the Wednesdays of Lent. Those who annually
forgo Midweek worship during Lent miss out on reading, meditating, and “inwardly digesting”
the great events by which Jesus took up our pain and bore our suffering (Isaiah 53).
This year, the overall theme for our Midweek Lenten worship is “The Crucial Hours.” The series
ponders key words and moments from the account of Jesus’ passion that demonstrate the
thorough completeness of his saving work for us, the breadth and depth of his love for us, and
the strength of his union with us. The title and some references for this series are drawn from the
book The Crucial Hours by William Lauterbach, published by NPH (resource 150358).
Join us for 6:00 fellowship supper on the Wednesdays of Lent and stay for worship at 7:00.

• MARCH 2 ...................................................... Ash Wednesday/Midweek 1
“I Will Keep the Passover” Matthew 26:18

• MARCH 9..................................................................................Midweek 2
“Satan Has Asked to Sift All of You” Luke 22:31,32

• MARCH 16 ................................................................................Midweek 3
“They Bound Him” John 18:12

• MARCH 23 ............................................................................... Midweek 4
The Semblance of Legality Luke 22:66

• MARCH 30 ............................................................................... Midweek 5
What to Remember When You Are Seized with Remorse Matthew 27:3,4

• APRIL 6.................................................................................... Midweek 6
A Part for the Whole? Luke 23:13-16
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