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 Gathering 
OPENING HYMN

413 – When in the Hour of Utmost Need
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INVOCATION
Minister

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation

And also with you.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.
M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.
C Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M Let us pray. Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds.
But we ask you graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your salvation;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

-3-

 The Word 
FIRST LESSON

Hosea 5:15-6:3

The Israelites confess the chastising hand of the LORD in their troubles and seek his favor as their source of healing.

HOSEA 5:15

Then I will go back to my place
until they admit their guilt.
And they will seek my face;
in their misery they will earnestly seek me.”
“Come, let us return to the LORD.
He has torn us to pieces
but he will heal us;
he has injured us
but he will bind up our wounds.
6:1

2

After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will restore us,
that we may live in his presence.

3

Let us acknowledge the LORD;
let us press on to acknowledge him.
As surely as the sun rises,
he will appear;
he will come to us like the winter rains,
like the spring rains that water the earth.”
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PSALM 42/43

As the Deer
Text, st. 1,3; Tune; Setting: Martin Nystrom, Text, st. 2; Mark Braun.
Tune and Setting: © 1984 Universal Music--Brentwood-Benson Publishing (ASCAP)
Text, st. 2: © 1995 Mark Braun. Used by permission.
All rights reserved. International Copyright Secured. Used by permission.
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SECOND LESSON

Romans 8:1-10

The weakness and condemnation of sinful man stands in stark contrast
to the power and grace of God in Christ through the Spirit.

ROMANS 8:1

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3For
what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin
in sinful man,4in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do
not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.
5
Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature
desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit
desires. 6The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace;
7
the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8Those
controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.
9
You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God
lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 10But
if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of
righteousness.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Lord, you alone
This work have done
By your free grace and favor.
All who believe
Will grace receive
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
And though the foe
Would overthrow
Your Word with grim endeavor,
All he has wrought
Must come to naught –
Your Word will stand forever!
(204:3)
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GOSPEL

Matthew 20:17-28

Jesus speaks clearly about the turn of events in his own life and goes on to explain
the attitude of humble service that wins high marks in God’s kingdom.

MATTHEW 20:17

Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside and
said to them, 18 “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief
priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death 19and will turn him over to
the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!”
20
Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked
a favor of him.
21
“What is it you want?” he asked.
She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your
left in your kingdom.”
22
“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am
going to drink?”
“We can,” they answered.
23
Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not
for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.”
24
When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25Jesus called
them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high
officials exercise authority over them. 26Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great
among you must be your servant, 27and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28just as
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.”

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HYMN OF THE DAY

477 – What Is the World to Me
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 Sermon 
Matthew 20:17-28

Now Is a Time for Greatness… God’s Way
1. understand that it comes through suffering
2. realize that it is expressed in service

CONFESSION OF FAITH
C

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

MUSICAL OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after
day. We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. Hear us, good Lord.
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You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the
temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. We thank you for those who teach and
preach your saving truth at this place and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience,
wisdom, and love. Hear us, good Lord.
Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger sudden catastrophe,
terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep
our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them. Heal those who are sick, cheer those who
are sad, calm those who are distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm. Hear us, good
Lord.
Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government and
schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that we
may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. Grant your blessing to every nation on
earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where
there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. Hear
us, good Lord.
Heavenly Father, Creator and Preserver of all things, we thank You for the grace and mercy You
have shown to all people, especially in sending Your only Son to be our Savior from sin, death,
and the power of the devil. Be with us during this time of sickness, fear, and doubt. Let Your
Word bring comfort and hope to all who hear it, calming fears and providing strength for each
day. Give our leaders the wisdom to make decisions that will help our people with their earthly
needs and protect us from all harm. Protect our doctors, nurses, and all who provide care to the
sick and to those who cannot care for themselves. Give them an extra measure of strength and
help them through this difficult time. We pray that You will also provide calm and peaceful days
as together we face this disease. Remind each of us of our responsibility to our neighbor, that we
consider others in all the decisions we make. Above all, we pray that Your will be done. Hear
us, good Lord.
We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take
all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use
them to your glory. We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing
in your sight. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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SERMON HYMN

415 – Be Still, My Soul

- 11 -

M Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help
us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN

439 – Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
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