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OPENING HYMN

384 – By Grace I’m Saved
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INVOCATION
Minister

Congregation

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

A

-

men.

M Beloved in the Lord: Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a
sinner.

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)
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ABSOLUTION
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M The Lord be with you.

M Let us pray. Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and
keep us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and
from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 The Word 
FIRST LESSON

Genesis 12:1-8
Abram trusted in the promises of God and made that trust evident to all by his willing actions.

The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s
household and go to the land I will show you.
2
“I will make you into a great nation
and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
GENESIS 12:1
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3

I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”
4

So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five
years old when he set out from Haran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the
possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for
the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.
6
Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At
that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your
offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him.
8
From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on
the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the
LORD.

PSALM 121

Adult Ensemble
Words: Psalter, 1912, alt., Public Domain
Music (GUIDE 7.7.7.7 D): Marcus M. Wells, 1858, Public Domain

To the hills I lift my eyes;
whence shall help for me arise?
From the Lord comes all my aid,
who the heavens and earth has made.
He will guard through dangers all,
will not let you slip or fall.
He who safe his people keeps
never slumbers, never sleeps.
Your protector is the Lord;
shade for you he will afford.
Neither sun nor moon shall smite;
God shall guard by day and night.
He will ever keep your soul;
what would harm he will control.
In the home and by the way
God will keep you day by day.
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SECOND LESSON

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
Although Abraham was a man of action, Paul tells us that it was his
God-given faith that counted him righteous in God’s sight.

ROMANS 4:1

What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? 2If,
in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not before God.
3
What does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as
righteousness.”
4
Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation.
5
However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is
credited as righteousness.
13
It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would
be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14For if those who live by
law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, 15because law brings wrath. And
where there is no law there is no transgression.
16
Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to
all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the
faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17As it is written: “I have made you a father of many
nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to
the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.

VERSE OF THE DAY
He veils in flesh his pow’r divine A servant’s form to take;
In want and lowliness must die Who heav’n and earth did make,
Who heav’n and earth did make. (41:3)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds:

GOSPEL

John 4:5-26
Through the incident of the woman at the well, Jesus makes it clear that righteousness comes only to those
who drink of the living water, that is to say, who believe in Jesus Christ.

-6-

JOHN 4:5

So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had
given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat
down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.
7
When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a
drink?” 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
9
The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can
you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)
10
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink,
you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”
11
“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can
you get this living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank
from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?”
13
Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever
drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a
spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
15
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep
coming here to draw water.”
16
He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”
17
“I have no husband,” she replied.
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18The fact is, you have
had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is
quite true.”
19
“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
21
Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we
worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has now
come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of
worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in
truth.”
25
The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he
will explain everything to us.”
26
Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.”

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds:

-7-

CONFESSION OF FAITH
C

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
Words and Music: Stuart Townend
Copyright: © 1995 Thankyou Music (PRS)(admin. worldwide by EMI CMG Publishing. Covered under CCLI #3081415
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 Sermon 
John 4:5-26

“Stay Thirsty” is Well Said
Sermon notes:

 Praise and Prayers 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERTORY
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray to the Lord on behalf of ourselves and all people as they have need.
Brief silence
For the baptized in their vocation of worship, witness, prayer and works of mercy; for strength in
the midst of temptation; for courage in the face of threat; for hope in times of despair; and for
confidence amid doubts and fears, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For missionaries far and workers in your Church near, for the Lord’s blessing upon both mission
churches and long established congregations, for our steadfastness in the Word, for the
flourishing of the work of the Kingdom everywhere, and for the Lord to prosper the work of the
Church in every place, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Lord to preserve our nation and prosper the cause of justice in this land. We pray also for
our president, the Congress of these United States, our governor; and for all elected and appointed
civil servants. Grant us peace among the nations, and watch over those who protect us in the
armed forces of our land, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Lord to grant comfort, aid, healing and peace to the sick in their afflictions; for the dying
near the end of their earthly lives; and for those who struggle with adversity and sorrow,
[especially for __________,] let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who grieve the loss of loved ones; for our own endurance in faith through trials; for the
Lord to make us ready to receive our Savior when He comes in His glory, as King and Judge of
all; for the families of the martyrs and those persecuted for the faith; and for the Lord to keep us
in fellowship with those who have fallen asleep in the Lord and now rest from their labors, let us
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
All these things and everything else we need, let us pray to the Lord in the name of Jesus Christ,
His Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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SERMON HYMN

353 – Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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 Sending 
PRAYER AND BLESSING
M Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above.
Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of
Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as
long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

- 13 -

CLOSING HYMN

399 – To God Be the Glory
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THE SEASON IN LENT
The prepositions used in the Church Year are important. The Church just finished the season
“after the Epiphany”. In six weeks, the Church will begin celebrating the Sunday “of Easter”.
Currently, the Church is walking through the Sundays “in Lent.” Note that the Sundays are not
designated as Sundays of Lent, but in Lent. That’s because the Sundays themselves are not
considered part of the forty days but are islands of refreshment in our Lenten walk. Every
Sunday is a “little Easter”, and so it remains even within the Lenten season.
Though the readings on the Sundays in Lent anticipate the victory of Easter, the Church’s Lenten
worship is muted and quiet. For centuries, the Church has omitted her most jubilant songs of
praise during this season of repentance. Worship planners may omit the use of “Alleluia” until
Easter. The Song of Praise may also be omitted to reflect the somber nature of the season.
The Season (not the Sundays) of Lent leads the Church on a forty-day journey of repentance and
prayer, of remembrance and renewal of our baptism. God calls to mankind: Return to the Lord!
Many congregations use the midweek Lenten services to meditate on the Passion of our Lord in
their journey through Lent. The Passion of our Lord, however, is not a somber funeral
procession, but a triumphant journey to the cross and through the empty tomb. For that reason,
the focus of the season is not Good Friday, but Easter.
Each of the three years of the Church Year cycle emphasizes one of the synoptic Gospels
(Matthew, Mark, and Luke) with readings from John interspersed throughout each of the years.
The Church Year 2019/2020 follows the readings appointed for Year A (confer Christian
Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, page 163) with Gospel lessons predominantly from Matthew.
OUR WORSHIP SERIES: CLOSE ENCOUNTERS WITH THE CHRIST
During the Sundays within Lent we follow Jesus, the Christ, as he faces the challenges or
challengers placed in his path on the way to our salvation. One challenger is Satan, others are
people Jesus meets on the way, another is a person no longer alive. These instances aren’t Jesus
speaking to the crowds, but they are Close Encounters with the Christ. In each case, the Christ
is victorious, anticipating his great victory on Easter.
OUR THEME FOR TODAY:
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS WITH THE CHRIST: CHRIST AND THE SINNER
The Bible is conveniently divided into two main sections: The Old and the New Testaments. The
Scriptures can also be divided into two main messages: The Law and the Gospel. The dual
messages of Law and Gospel can be found throughout the Bible, in both the Old and New
Testaments. Both are necessary. The Law shows us we are sinners who have not measured up to
the standard of perfection required by God. The Gospel is the Good News that God has,
nonetheless, forgiven sinners by his grace in Jesus Christ. In today’s Close Encounter with the
Christ, notice how Jesus employs both messages as he deftly uncovers sin, but then abundantly
waters with the Good News. It is an encounter each of us needs to experience!

