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OPENING HYMN

348 - Jesus, Jesus, Only Jesus

[2]

INVOCATION
Minister

Congregation

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

A

-

men.

M Beloved in the Lord: Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner.

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)

ABSOLUTION
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
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M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:
Hymn 273 – Sung by the choir
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M The Lord be with you.

M Let us pray. Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of your people. Grant them the
wisdom to know the things that please you and the grace and power always to
accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Moses spoke with an authority that anticipated Jesus’ authority. Moses placed before the
people two paths – one holy and the other one not.
DEUTERONOMY 30:15

See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction.
For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to
keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD
your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess.
16

17

But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away
to bow down to other gods and worship them, 18 I declare to you this day that you will
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certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to
enter and possess.
19
This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before
you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children
may live 20 and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast
to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore
to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

PSALM

Psalm 119a

Sung by the choir
Refrain
Let me sing of your law, O my God
Let your love come upon your people.
1. Through your own word, Lord, give us life;
In your holy keeping, happy is my soul.
2. I have made known to you may ways;
You have heard my pleading; now teach me your laws.
3. Show me the way to keep your law;
Let your holy precepts dwell within my mind.
4. Deep in my soul my sorrow lies;
Ever keep your promise, let my heart be glad.
5. O take me far from evil ways,
And in your great mercy guide me in your paths.
6. Within your law I choose to live;
In the paths of wisdom I walk evermore.
7. My heart is strong, my joy is full;
Following your law, Lord, freely do I walk.
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SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 2:6-13
An authority no less than the Spirit lead us to know and understand what God has done
for us which creates true, godly wisdom that will show itself as we live holy lives.
1CORINTHIANS 2:6

We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but
not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No,
we speak of God’s secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined
for our glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 However, as it is written:
“No eye has seen,
no ear has heard,
no mind has conceived
what God has prepared for those who love him” -10

but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.
The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11 For who among men
knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s spirit within him? In the same way no one
knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 We have not received the spirit of
the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely
given us. 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words
taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Your works, not mine, O Christ, Speak gladness to this heart.
They tell me all is done; They bid my fear depart.
To whom but you, who can alone
For sin atone, Lord, shall I flee? (401:1)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds:
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GOSPEL Matthew 5:21-37
Jesus proves himself the ultimate authority on matters of the Law as he explains various
commandments in their full holiness.
“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder,
and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who
is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his
brother, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be
in danger of the fire of hell.
MATTHEW 5:21

“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your
brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go
and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.
23

“Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it
while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the
judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 I tell you
the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.
25

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his
heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for
you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And
if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to
lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.
27

“It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of
divorce.’ 32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital
unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced
woman commits adultery.
31

“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break
your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.’ 34 But I tell you, Do not swear
at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or
by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for
you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37 Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and
your ‘No,’ ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.
33
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds:

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY

283 - Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening
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SERMON
Matthew 5:21-37

What Have You Heard about Keeping God’s Commands?

PRAISE AND PRAYER
RESPONSE TO THE WORD

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERTORY
[10]

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.
Brief silence
Lord God, heavenly Father, You are a loving, faithful and truthful God. Raise us, as
children whom You have called to be Your spiritual people, to exhibit the same traits.
Curb our anger and help us to be reconciled to our brothers. Shield our eyes from lust,
that we may look at others in purity as brothers and sisters whom You have created.
Guard our lips from deceit, that we may praise Your name, comfort our neighbors and
speak Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O God, our King, You rule the nations of the world. Give wisdom to all who rule this
land, that they may serve You faithfully and obey Your commandments. Help them to
promote all that is good and right and to prevent and punish what is evil. Wherever our
courts or laws are unjust and contrary to Your will, lead us to reform them, that our ways
may be blameless in Your sight. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful Lord, look down from heaven; behold, visit and relieve Your servants who are
heavy laden with afflictions or griefs of body and mind [especially …]. Look upon them
all in mercy, call them to the shelter that is Your Church, defend them from every danger
to body and soul, and comfort them with a sure confidence in You. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Almighty Lord, before us always lie life and good, death and evil. Bless us to walk in
Your ways, that we may be blameless before You and that we may steadfastly keep Your
statutes. Do not let our hearts turn to other gods, but keep them fixed on You. Help us to
see that in Your Word and Sacraments You have not forsaken us, but that by them You
bring us life through Your Son, in the power of Your Spirit. Lord, in Your mercy, hear
our prayer.
Into Your hands, dear Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

SERMON HYMN

287 - The Law of God Is Good and Wise
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PRAYER AND BLESSING
M Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and
confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN

462 - Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
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Lent and
Holy Week
On Wednesday evenings during Lent, together with Holy Week, we will examine
various Ironies that the Passion History of our Lord, Jesus present us with. Dates
and themes for those services are as follows:
Wednesday/Festival (Date)

Worship Theme

Ash Wednesday (March 1)

Repent: Turn to Jesus and Not to Yourself

Lenten Service (March 8)

Repent: Turn to Jesus; Do Not Turn Away

Lenten Service (March 15)

Repent: Turn to Jesus; He Holds the Key to Heaven

Lenten Service (March 22)

Repent: Turn to Jesus; He Longs to Forgive You

Lenten Service (March 29)

Repent: Turn to Jesus; He Changes Your Life

Lenten Service (April 5)

Repent: Turn to Jesus When You Face Temptations

Palm Sunday (April 9)

Repent: Turn to Jesus, Your King

Maundy Thursday (April 13)

Repent: Turn to Jesus and Receive a Special
Assurance of Your Forgiveness

Good Friday (April 14)

Repent: Turn to Jesus; He and He Alone Finished
Your Salvation

Easter Sunday (April 16)

Repent: Turn to Jesus for Resurrection and Life
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