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557 – On Galilee’s High Mountain

OPENING HYMN
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INVOCATION
Minister

Congregation

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

A

-

men.

M Beloved in the Lord: Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a
sinner.
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LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)

ABSOLUTION
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:

Adult Choir

Go Tell the People
Words by JOHN F. WILSON
Music based on a Traditional English Canon, Adapted by JOHN F. WILSON
© 2000 by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, Illinois 60188

Go tell the people of every nation that Jesus loves them.
Go tell the people of every nation that Jesus loves them,
and He will bring them eternal life!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
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M The Lord be with you.

M Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life for our eyes
to see and our ears to hear. Help us to believe what the Scriptures proclaim about him and do
the things that are pleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 The Word 

FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 58:5-9a
The prophet encourages us to understand that expressions of selflessness toward others
are ways to reveal the light of the Gospel from our hearts through to our hands.

ISAIAH 58:5

Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for a man to humble himself? Is it
only for bowing one’s head like a reed and for lying on sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you call
a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?
6
“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the
cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your food
with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— when you see the naked, to
clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 8 Then your light will break
forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before
you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. 9 Then you will call, and the LORD will
answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I.

PSALM 111

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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SECOND LESSON

1 Corinthians 2:1-5
The light that Paul wanted to shine through to the Corinthians
was not any of his own creativity but Christ and him crucified.
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1 CORINTHIANS 2:1

When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior
wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2For I resolved to know nothing while I
was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3I came to you in weakness and fear, and
with much trembling. 4My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words,
but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5so that your faith might not rest on men’s
wisdom, but on God’s power.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, abr., alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
REGENTS SQUARE (87 87 87) CW 80, Refrain only. Text, Tune: Public Domain

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds:
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GOSPEL

Matthew 5:13-20
Christ urges his people to be salt and light in the world, so that because of them the Father in heaven might be praised.

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made
salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.
14
“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people light
a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in
the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds
and praise your Father in heaven.
17
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them. 18I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until
everything is accomplished. 19Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and
teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices
and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you that
unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will
certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.
MATTHEW 5:13

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds:

The Apostles’ Creed

CONFESSION OF FAITH
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
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maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY

280 - Thy Strong Word
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 Sermon 
Matthew 5:13-16

Be the Influencers God Wants You to Be
Sermon Notes:

 Praise and Prayers 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER, GATHERING OF OFFERINGS and OFFERTORY
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the Lord’s mercy upon all of us and upon all people as they have need.
Brief silence
Give counsel and aid, O Lord, for Your people cry to You in weakness and in need. Bless and
prosper Your Church according to Your purpose, that she may be salt and light, giving bold
witness to the redemption You have provided in Jesus Christ and giving shape to Your love by
showing compassion to all in need. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give peace to our nation, and give Your blessing to our president, our governor, and all those
elected and appointed to governmental service. Give wisdom to all judges and magistrates, and
give protection to the firefighters, police and emergency personnel who labor on our behalf. Lord,
in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give healing to the sick, relief to the suffering, comfort to the grieving, and peace to the dying
[especially…]. According to Your will, deliver them from their afflictions, sustain them in their
struggles, and give them patience in their adversities. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give to Your people a grateful heart, that we may honor You with the firstfruits of our labors,
bring You the tithes and offerings of our hands, and use wisely all that You entrust into our care.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give to Your people a joyous remembrance of the saints, that we may be encouraged in life and
in death by Your blessing and care and their faithfulness, until that day when we shall stand
together with them before Your presence on high. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things we pray, O Lord, in confidence of Your mercy. Supply us with all things needed
and beneficial to us and to our faith, and keep from us all things harmful, that we may rest our
fears in You and be granted a clear conscience and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

556 – Rise, Shine, You People

SERMON HYMN
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SENDING PRAYER
M Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above.
Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of
Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as
long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BLESSING
- 13 -

M The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

771 – I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

CLOSING HYMN
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After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
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THE SEASON AFTER “THE EPIPHANY”
The season of the church year marked “After the Epiphany” is a time of revelation. “The
Epiphany” isn’t a season, per se, but a one day event, traditionally celebrated on January 6th (the
final of the Twelve Days of Christmas). It marks the visit of the Wisemen to Jesus in Bethlehem,
in this way revealing for the first time that Jesus was born for the world, both Jew and Gentile
(the Wisemen were non-Jews or Gentiles).
The Sundays after the Epiphany continue to explore the theme of “revelation”. For example, on
the First Sunday after the Epiphany the congregation hears the Gospel lesson concerning Jesus’
baptism, the event which revealed Jesus as the Christ or Anointed One. Subsequent Sundays
make known the mission of Jesus through his messages or through his miracles.
Each of the three years of the Church Year cycle emphasizes one of the synoptic Gospels
(Matthew, Mark, and Luke) with readings from John interspersed throughout each of the years.
The Church Year 2019/2020 follows the readings appointed for Year A (confer Christian
Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, page 163) with Gospel lessons predominantly from Matthew.
OUR WORSHIP SERIES: “NOW APPEARING…”
During our worship in this season after the Epiphany we will focus on the theme, “Now
Appearing…!” Just like a movie marquee whets the cinematic appetite with the words “Now
Appearing!”, so we anticipate finding out more and more during the Sundays after the Epiphany
about who Jesus is and why the Son of God came to earth in the first place.

OUR THEME FOR TODAY:
“NOW APPEARING…” THE PREACHER, WHO SAYS, “SHINE”
Matthew chapters 5-7 give us one of the most complete “sermons” or “Bible Classes” of Jesus.
In it, Jesus addresses those who have already come to faith in him as the Messiah and
subsequently are following him as his disciples. The Sermon on the Mount is divided into “1)
Beatitudes, that is, declarations of blessedness, 2) ethical admonitions, and 3) contrasts between
Jesus’ ethical teaching and Jewish legalistic traditions” (Concordia NIV Study Bible, notes on
page 1456)
In the transition from the Beatitudes to his ethical admonitions, Jesus addressed the “state of
being” of his disciples. He did so in two stunning “you are” statements: “You are the salt of the
earth” and “you are the light of the world.” Jesus understood that people of faith ought not live in
isolation but are meant to be conduits through which God’s truth makes an impact on the world.
The world needs the light of God’s grace and the influence of God’s goodness on the world.
What a blessing that God calls us to be those lights shining in a dark world.
- 16 -

