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OPENING HYMN

383 - Blessed Are They, Forever Blest

[2]

INVOCATION AND PRAYER

[3]

PRAYER AND PRAISE

[4]

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Micah 6:1-8
God is not interested in the sacrifice of our wealth, but in hearts that are humble.
MICAH 6:1

Listen to what the LORD says:

“Stand up, plead your case before the mountains;
let the hills hear what you have to say.
2

Hear, O mountains, the LORD’s accusation;
listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth.
For the LORD has a case against his people;
he is lodging a charge against Israel.
3

“My people, what have I done to you?
How have I burdened you? Answer me.

4

I brought you up out of Egypt
and redeemed you from the land of slavery.
I sent Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam.
5

My people, remember what Balak king of Moab counseled
and what Balaam son of Beor answered.
Remember your journey from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD.”
6

With what shall I come before the LORD
and bow down before the exalted God?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?
7

Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousand rivers of oil?
Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
8

He has showed you, O man, what is good.
And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

[5]

PSALM

Psalm 1

Sung by the choir
Refrain
Happy are they who delight, who delight in the law of God.
Happy indeed are they who refuse the way of evil,
Nor walk the road of sinners, nor join the mockers of God.
Joy shall be in the hearts of those who delight in the law of God,
For they recite the law, they speak it day and night.
They are like green trees that grow by clear flowing waters,
They bear their fruit in due season, their leaves fade not, they prosper.
It is not so for all, not so with evil doers,
They blow like chaff in the wind, they fall by the weight of the truth.
God upholds the just, God knows the way of the righteous,
But the evil ones shall perish, shall perish by their deeds.

SECOND LESSON I Corinthians 1: 26-31
God brought salvation, the greatest “blessing,” to and through lowly things.
1CORINTHAINS 1:26

Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of
you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble
birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the
weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world
and the despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 29 so
that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who
has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.
31
Therefore, as it is written: “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”
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GOSPEL ANTHEM

Blest Are They
Text, Tune, Setting: David Haas, b. 1957 © GIA Publications
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Cantor sings the verses, congregation joins in singing the refrain.

1 Blest are they, the poor in spirit; Theirs is the kingdom of God.
Blest are they, full of sorrow; They shall be consoled.

Refrain

2 Blest are they, the lowly ones; They shall inherit the earth.
Blest are they, who hunger and thirst; They shall have their fill.

Refrain

3 Blest are they who show mercy; Mercy shall be theirs.
Blest are they, the pure of heart; They shall see God!

Refrain

4 Blest are they who seek peace; They are the children of God.
Blest are they who suffer in faith; the glory of God is theirs.

Refrain

5 Blest are you who suffer hate All because of me.
Rejoice and be glad. Yours is the kingdom; Shine for all to see.

Refrain

[7]

GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12
MATTHEW 5:1

Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat
down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them, saying:
3

“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4

Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.

5

Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.

6

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.

7

Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.

8

Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.

9

Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God.

10

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds
of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
11

[8]

HYMN OF THE DAY

395 - Seek Where You May to Find a Way

[9]

SERMON
Micah 6:1-8

You’ve Been Served!
PRAISE AND PRAYER
RESPONSE TO THE WORD

[10]
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FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERTORY

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the people of God, that the Lord who knows the way of the righteous would preserve
them from walking in the counsel of the wicked, standing in the way of sinners and
sitting in the seat of scoffers; and by His grace, cause them to delight in His holy Word,
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For Christians who suffer persecution, that the Lord who rescued His people of old from
Egypt and Moab would remember and sustain them in grace and faith, bless them even as
they are reviled and persecuted on His account, and deliver them according to His will,
let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For this and all Christian congregations, that the Lord would gather His people to receive
His gifts of grace and life; and that He would strengthen them to do justice, love kindness
and walk humbly before Him, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For Christians in their vocations, that they might never be ashamed of Christ and Him
crucified, but be freed to boast in the Lord within their callings, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who mourn and those who are troubled by sickness and affliction [including
_____________], that the Lord would comfort, heal and deliver according to His good
and gracious will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
We give thanks to You, O Lord, that as You rescued Israel from Egypt by Your right
hand and Your holy arm, so You have faithfully delivered Your people from sin and
death throughout the ages. Preserve us in Your grace and truth, that we might be
confident of Your blessings now and gladly await the day when we see with our eyes that
ours is the kingdom of heaven; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

[12]

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

290 - One Thing’s Needful

SERMON HYMN
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PRAYER AND BLESSING
M

C

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us
safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day
we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us
to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

325 - How Blest Are They Who Hear

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.

[16]

