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CLOSING HYMN

560 - I Hear the Savior Calling

Order of Service for

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Service of the Word

Christian Worship, p. 38
The Service of the Word and Prayer of the Church © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.
Used by permission, including hymns 283, 85, 453, and 560 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955

 Gathering 
OPENING HYMN

283 - Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening
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PRAYER
M

 Sending 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help
us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BLESSING
M

Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

INVOCATION
Minister

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

Congregation

And also with you.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my
sin, and take away my guilt.

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.
C Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

SERMON HYMN

453 - Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke

M Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach with
authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we, too, may bring good news to the
afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through Jesus Christ,
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

 The Word 
FIRST LESSON

Jonah 3:1-5, 10
God called Jonah to preach a message of repentance to the people of Nineveh.
This is how powerful the Gospel is… they believed and repented!

JONAH 3:1

Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the great city of
Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.”
3
Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very
important city—a visit required three days. 4 On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He
proclaimed: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.” 5 The Ninevites believed God.
They declared a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.
10
When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion
and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.

SECOND LESSON

1 Corinthians 7:29-31

When we repent and believe the Good News, our entire attitude about life in this world changes.
1 CORINTHIANS 7:29

What I mean, brothers, is that the time is short. From now on those who have
wives should live as if they had none; 30those who mourn, as if they did not; those who are happy,
as if they were not; those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep; 31those who use the
things of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing
away.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

GOSPEL LESSON

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs.
Lord God, heavenly Father, You desire not the death of a sinner but that all would repent and
believe the Gospel. In the epiphany of Your Son, Your time of salvation and Your kingdom have
come near. As this world passes away, give faithfulness and urgency to Your Church to proclaim
the Gospel of our God to all people. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord of the harvest, as You called Simon Peter and Andrew, James and John to follow You and
made them fishers of men, so send faithful preachers of Your Gospel in our time. Increase the
spirit of generosity to all who support the missionaries, seminaries, colleges and other institutions
of our Church for the spread of the Gospel and the service of the Church. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Mark 1:14-20
Jesus was not only a teacher and a healer, he was also a preacher.
Mark records Jesus’ powerful message… powerful enough to move four men to follow him.

MARK 1:14

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good
news!”
16
As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a
net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you
fishers of men.” 18At once they left their nets and followed him.
19
When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a
boat, preparing their nets. 20Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the
boat with the hired men and followed him.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Almighty God, preserve our nation with its rulers. Call to repentance those who have forgotten
You. Be with our president, our governor, and all who serve for our good. Do not let disaster
befall us, but preserve us in peace and quietness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful Father, turn us from every distracting anxiety and the dealings of this world that would
draw our hearts away from Your blessed Gospel and its end, eternal life. Give us confidence in
the resurrection and the peace of a clean conscience by the forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ name.
Graciously behold and help those for whom we pray [especially…]. Lord, in Your mercy, hear
our prayer.
All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him
who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

85 - O God from God, O Light from Light

 Sermon 
Mark 1:14-20

Join the Mission!
Sermon notes:

CONFESSION OF FAITH
C

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT and MUSICAL OFFERTORY
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