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OPENING HYMN

81 - Arise and Shine in Splendor

The choir will sing verses 1 and 2. The congregation is asked to sing verses 3 and 4.

[2]

INVOCATION
Minister

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation

And also with you.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C Amen.

[3]

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to
teach with authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we, too, may bring
good news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the
captive; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

[4]

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 9:1-4
Isaiah prophesies that the Christ would come with the light of the Gospel to Galilee of the
Gentiles.
ISAIAH 9:1

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In
the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will
honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan-2

The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow of death
a light has dawned.
3

You have enlarged the nation
and increased their joy;
they rejoice before you
as people rejoice at the harvest,
as men rejoice
when dividing the plunder.
4

For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
you have shattered
the yoke that burdens them,
the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor.

[5]

PSALM

Psalm 27
Refrain Tune: David Haas. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,
www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Hear my voice when I | call, O LORD;*
be merciful to me and | answer me.
Do not hide your | face from me,*
do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my | helper.
Do not reject me or for | sake me,*
O God my | Savior.
Refrain
Though my father and mother for | sake me,*
the LORD will re | ceive me.
I am still confi | dent of this:*
I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the | living.
Wait | for the LORD;*
be strong and take heart and wait | for the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Refrain

[6]

SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 1:10-17
Paul’s ministry focus was on preaching Christ – the great unifier of God’s people.
1 CORINTHIANS 1:10

I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that
you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My brothers, some from Chloe’s
household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this:
One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow
Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”
13

Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name
of Paul? 14 I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so
no one can say that you were baptized into my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the
household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) 17 For
Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel--not with words of human
wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

VERSE OF THE DAY
Praise the one who breaks the darkness With a liberating light;
Praise the one who frees the pris’ners, Turning blindness into sight.
Praise the one who preached the gospel, Healing ev’ry dread disease,
Calming storms and feeding thousands With the Father’s word of peace.

(353:1)
GOSPEL Matthew 4:12-23
Matthew reveals how Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy in his description of Jesus’ day to
day ministry.
MATTHEW 4:12

When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to
Galilee. Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in
the area of Zebulun and Naphtali-- 14 to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:
13

“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
the way to the sea, along the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles--

15
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16

the people living in darkness
have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow of death
a light has dawned.”
17

From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is

near.”
18

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon
called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were
fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 At
once they left their nets and followed him.
21

Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his
brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus
called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.
23

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good
news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

85 – O God from God, O Light from Light

HYMN OF THE DAY
[8]
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SERMON
Isaiah 9:1-4

The Christ-child is More than a Greeting Card

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERTORY
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the people of God, that they might rejoice to repent, knowing that the kingdom of
heaven is as near as Christ who visits them in His Word and Sacraments, let us pray to
the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church, that Christians may not be divided either by false teaching or foolish
quarrels, but that they might live united in the wisdom of Christ as baptized children of
their heavenly Father, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the holy ministry, that the Lord would raise up pastors who will faithfully follow Him
to be fishers of men, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all people, that the Lord would deliver many from gloom and multiply His kingdom
of grace, delivering people from their walk in darkness and bringing them to the light of
salvation in Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all nations, that the Lord would increase wisdom among rulers, so that His people
might live in peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who live in the darkness of loneliness and depression, that the Lord would
attend to them in the shadows they are given to endure, strengthen their faith so that they
know they are not forsaken, provide help and companionship, and deliver them to joyful
light according to His will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For [_____________ and] all who are afflicted by disease, pain and evil, that the Christ
who healed every disease and affliction among the people of Galilee might deliver them
according to His will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
We give thanks to You, Almighty God, for Your people whom You have delivered from
this world and who now gaze upon Your beauty in glory as they await the day of the
resurrection. Until that day when we are added to their number, grant us strength and
courage by Your grace to trust Your promises and await Your Son’s glorious appearing;
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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SERMON HYMN

90 - The People that in Darkness Sat

PRAYER
M

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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BLESSING
M

Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

84 - Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun

CLOSING HYMN
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