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 Gathering 
36 – A Great and Mighty Wonder

OPENING HYMN
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INVOCATION
Minister

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION
M God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on
me a sinner.
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)
M For the blessed conviction that you are the Son of God, and that you were born in Bethlehem
to keep the Law of God perfectly in our place and to give you life into death for our
redemption, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M For the determination to proclaim the Gospel of forgiveness to all the world and to administer
the Sacraments faithfully according to your institution, hear our prayer, O Christ.
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M For your blessing on us as a fellowship of believers united in you, eager to do your will, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M Merciful Lord, open our eyes to behold your glory as the one and only Son, who came from
the Father, full of grace and truth.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became
flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all that we do; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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 The Word 
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 61:10-62:3

As a king’s crown shows his power, so the righteousness of his people makes known the glory of the unseen God.
ISAIAH 61:10

I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me
with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his
head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the soil makes the sprout
come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and
praise spring up before all nations.
62:1
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet, till her
righteousness shines out like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch. 2 The nations will see
your righteousness, and all kings your glory; you will be called by a new name that the mouth of
the LORD will bestow. 3 You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD’s hand, a royal diadem in
the hand of your God.

PSALM

Psalm 148
Words: st. 1 Foundling Hospital Collection, 1796, alt.; sts. 2-3 Psalter, 1912, alt., P.D.
Music (HYFRYDOL 8.7.8.7 D): Rowland H. Prichard (1811-87); CW 365, 486, 603
Words and music: Public Domain

1. Praise the LORD! O heavens, adore him; 2. In the earth let all things praise him:
praise him, angels in the height.
seas and all that they contain,
Sun and moon, rejoice before him;
stormy winds that do his pleasure,
praise him, shining stars of light.
hail and lightning, snow and rain.
Praise the LORD, for he has spoken;
Hills and mountains, praise your Maker;
worlds his mighty voice obeyed.
praise him, all you flocks and herds.
Laws which never shall be broken
Fields and orchards, sing his glory;
for their guidance he has made.
praise him, creeping things and birds.
3. All you nations, come before him:
earthly rulers and all kings,
men and women, parents, children,
join with all created things.
Praise the God of our salvation,
who restores from sin and shame.
Heaven and earth and all creation,
praise and magnify his name!

SECOND LESSON

Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18
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There is only one way for us to better see the unseen God: the Holy Spirit of wisdom and revelation, must tell us.
EPHESIANS 1:3

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the
creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us to be
adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will – 6 to the praise
of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves….
…15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all
the saints, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep
asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart
may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of
his glorious inheritance in the saints…

VERSE OF THE DAY

58 (Refrain) – See in Younger Manger Low

GOSPEL

John 1:14-18
Christ came to make the unseen God visible to us – that we might know he is the God full of grace and truth.

JOHN 1:14

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
15
John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ “ 16 From the fullness of his grace
we have all received one blessing after another. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only,
who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds:

34 – Now Sing We, Now Rejoice

HYMN OF THE DAY
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 Sermon 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
God Gives Us the Ingredients for a Happy New Year
CONFESSION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed
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C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERING

INSTALLATION OF ELECTED CHURCH OFFICERS

 Prayers 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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M Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from
your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the
pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness
and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and thank you for your saving Word and
for your Son’s body and blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament.
Through these means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus
and to the whole Christian Church on earth.
C Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our love for
one another.
M Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose courage,
and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us strength to
face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of your grace, and
move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of salvation with all people.
Protect and prosper the family, the school, the government, and all good institutions that you
have established for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and
suffering, and bring your healing to troubled homes and lives.
C Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all
things through our Lord Jesus Christ.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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 The Sacrament 

PREFACE and PROPER PREFACES
M The Lord be with you.

M Lift up your hearts.

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. When the time had fully come, he sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Now
have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his
Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory for ever and ever:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) and
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)
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DISTRIBUTION
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as Christians
who are united around a common confession of faith. Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of Calvary or churches
within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

315 – Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face
- 13 -

 Sending 
THANK THE LORD
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PRAYER
M Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BLESSING
M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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21 – Hosanna to the Coming Lord

CLOSING HYMN

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
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