Minor Prophets
• Not in Importance – But in Length
o
o
o

Divided Kingdom: Israel & Judah
800 – 400 BC
Assyrian Invasion, Babylonian
Captivity, Return to Jerusalem

Old Testament
Minor Prophets
Hosea

Hosea

• “Salvation”
o
o
o

Father – Beeri
Background – Farming?
Ministry – Northern Kingdom



o

“Ephraim” Synecdoche
Largest Tribe

Most Quoted in New Testament

Hosea
• 785 – 725 BC
o

Northern Kingdom – Jeroboam II



Great Prosperity
Materially Rich – Morally & Spiritually Poor

Southern Kingdom

o


Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah

Hosea
•

nd
2

o
o

Longest of Minor Prophets

Chapter 1 Background
Four Important Topics





Charges – Court
God’s Threats
A God of Love
Messianic Hope & Forgiveness

Hosea
• Purpose – Theme
o
o
o

Convict People of Their Sins
Bring People to Repentance
Share God’s Great Love – Savior
“St. John of the OT”

Hosea 1:1-5
1 The word of the LORD that came to Hosea son of Beeri during the
reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during
the reign of Jeroboam son of Jehoash[a] king of Israel:
2 When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him,
“Go, marry a promiscuous woman and have children with her, for like
an adulterous wife this land is guilty of unfaithfulness to the LORD.” 3 So
he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore
him a son.
4 Then the LORD said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because I will soon
punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an
end to the kingdom of Israel. 5 In that day I will break Israel’s bow in the
Valley of Jezreel.”

God and His Church
• Isaiah 54:5-6
5 For your Maker is your husband—
the LORD Almighty is his name—
the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer;
he is called the God of all the earth.
6 The LORD will call you back
as if you were a wife deserted and distressed in spirit—
a wife who married young,
only to be rejected,” says your God.

God and His Church
• Ezekiel 6:9
9 Then in the nations where they have been
carried captive, those who escape will
remember me—how I have been grieved by their
adulterous hearts, which have turned away from
me, and by their eyes, which have lusted after
their idols. They will loathe themselves for the
evil they have done and for all their detestable
practices.

Hosea 1:1-5
1 The word of the LORD that came to Hosea son of Beeri during the
reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during
the reign of Jeroboam son of Jehoash[a] king of Israel:
2 When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him,
“Go, marry a promiscuous woman and have children with her, for like
an adulterous wife this land is guilty of unfaithfulness to
the LORD.” 3 So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she
conceived and bore him a son.
4 Then the LORD said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because I will soon
punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an
end to the kingdom of Israel. 5 In that day I will break Israel’s bow in the
Valley of Jezreel.”

Jezreel – “God Sows”

Hosea 1:6 – 2:1
6 Gomer

conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then
the LORD said to Hosea, “Call her Lo-Ruhamah (which means “not
loved”), for I will no longer show love to Israel, that I should at all
forgive them. 7 Yet I will show love to Judah; and I will save them—
not by bow, sword or battle, or by horses and horsemen, but I,
the LORD their God, will save them.”
8 After she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer had another
son. 9 Then the LORD said, “Call him Lo-Ammi (which means “not
my people”), for you are not my people, and I am not your God.

Hosea 1:6 – 2:1
10 “Yet

the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which
cannot be measured or counted. In the place where it was said to
them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘children of the
living God.’ 11 The people of Judah and the people of Israel will
come together; they will appoint one leader and will come up out
of the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel.
2 “Say of your brothers, ‘My people,’ and of your sisters, ‘My loved
one.’

GOSPEL – Good News

Hosea
• Purpose – Theme
o
o
o

Convict People of Their Sins
Bring People to Repentance
Share God’s Great Love – Savior
“St. John of the OT”

1. Charges Against God’s People
Hosea 4:1-2
4 Hear the word of the LORD, you Israelites,
because the LORD has a charge to bring
against you who live in the land:
“There is no faithfulness, no love,
no acknowledgment of God in the land.
2 There is only cursing, lying and murder,
stealing and adultery;
they break all bounds,
and bloodshed follows bloodshed.

1. Charges Against God’s People
Hosea 4:6-9
6

my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.
“Because you have rejected knowledge,
I also reject you as my priests;
because you have ignored the law of your God,
I also will ignore your children.
7 The more priests there were,
the more they sinned against me;
they exchanged their glorious God for something disgraceful.
8 They feed on the sins of my people
and relish their wickedness.
9 And it will be: Like people, like priests.
I will punish both of them for their ways
and repay them for their deeds.

1. Charges Against God’s People
Hosea 4:10-12
10 “They

will eat but not have enough;
they will engage in prostitution but not flourish,
because they have deserted the LORD
to give themselves 11 to prostitution;
old wine and new wine
take away their understanding.
12 My people consult a wooden idol,
and a diviner’s rod speaks to them.
A spirit of prostitution leads them astray;
they are unfaithful to their God.

1. Charges Against God’s People
Hosea 6:6
6 For

I desire mercy, not sacrifice,
and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt
offerings.

1. Charges Against God’s People
Hosea 9:7
7 The

days of punishment are coming,
the days of reckoning are at hand.
Let Israel know this.
Because your sins are so many
and your hostility so great,
the prophet is considered a fool,
the inspired person a maniac.

Hosea

• God’s Charges
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

No Faithfulness, No Love
Priests Fail & Delight in Wickedness
Prostitution, Drunkenness, Occult
Lack of Mercy & True Worship
Attitude towards God’s Prophets & Word

2. God’s Threats
Hosea 5:6
6 When

they go with their flocks and

herds
to seek the LORD,
they will not find him;
he has withdrawn himself from them.

2. God’s Threats
Hosea 5:8-9
8 “Sound

the trumpet in Gibeah,
the horn in Ramah.
Raise the battle cry in Beth Aven;
lead on, Benjamin.
9 Ephraim will be laid waste
on the day of reckoning.
Among the tribes of Israel
I proclaim what is certain.

2. God’s Threats
Hosea 8:7-8
7 “They

sow the wind
and reap the whirlwind.
The stalk has no head;
it will produce no flour.
Were it to yield grain,
foreigners would swallow it up.
8 Israel is swallowed up;
now she is among the nations
like something no one wants.

2. God’s Threats
Hosea 9:16-17
16 Ephraim

is blighted,
their root is withered,
they yield no fruit.
Even if they bear children,
I will slay their cherished offspring.”
17 My God will reject them
because they have not obeyed him;
they will be wanderers among the nations.

2. God’s Threats
Hosea 13:7-8
7 So

I will be like a lion to them,
like a leopard I will lurk by the path.
8 Like a bear robbed of her cubs,
I will attack them and rip them open;
like a lion I will devour them—
a wild animal will tear them apart.

Hosea

• God’s Threats
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Remove Himself from His People
Destruction
Will be Swallowed up
Will be Slayed – Wander Among Nations
Will Devour and Tear Apart

3. A God of Love
Hosea 2:19, 23
19 I

will betroth you to me forever;
I will betroth you in righteousness and justice,
in love and compassion.

23 I

will plant her for myself in the land;
I will show my love to the one I called ‘Not my loved one.’
I will say to those called ‘Not my people,’ ‘You are my people’;
and they will say, ‘You are my God.’”

3. A God of Love
Hosea 3:1
3 The LORD said to me, “Go, show your love to
your wife again, though she is loved by another
man and is an adulteress. Love her as
the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn
to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.”
Romans 5:6-8

3. A God of Love
Hosea 11:1-4
11 “When Israel was a child, I loved him,
and out of Egypt I called my son.
2 But the more they were called,
the more they went away from me.[a]
They sacrificed to the Baals
and they burned incense to images.

3. A God of Love
Hosea 11:1-4
3 It

was I who taught Ephraim to walk,
taking them by the arms;
but they did not realize
it was I who healed them.
4 I led them with cords of human kindness,
with ties of love.
To them I was like one who lifts
a little child to the cheek,
and I bent down to feed them.

3. A God of Love
Hosea 14:4
4 “I

will heal their waywardness
and love them freely,
for my anger has turned away from them.

Hosea

• God’s Love
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Renews and Restores His Marriage
Grace – Love to the Undeserving
Will Not Divorce His People
Shows Cords of Kindness and Love
Heals His People and Turns Away Anger

4. Messianic Hope & Forgiveness
Hosea 3:4-5
4 For

the Israelites will live many days
without king or prince, without sacrifice or
sacred stones without ephod or household
gods. 5 Afterward the Israelites will return
and seek the LORD their God and David their
king. They will come trembling to
the LORD and to his blessings in the last days.

4. Messianic Hope & Forgiveness
Hosea 6:1-3
6 “Come, let us return to the LORD.
He has torn us to pieces
but he will heal us;
he has injured us
but he will bind up our wounds.
2 After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will restore us,
that we may live in his presence.
3 Let us acknowledge the LORD;
let us press on to acknowledge him.
As surely as the sun rises,
he will appear;
he will come to us like the winter rains,
like the spring rains that water the earth.”

4. Messianic Hope & Forgiveness
Hosea 7:13
13 Woe

to them,
because they have strayed from me!
Destruction to them,
because they have rebelled against me!
I long to redeem them
but they speak about me falsely.

Hosea
How does Hosea’s message apply today?

Why do we need to clearly understand Law & Gospel?
Why is God the only source of true joy?

