Minor Prophets
• Not in Importance – But in Length
o
o
o

Divided Kingdom: Israel & Judah
800 – 400 BC
Assyrian Invasion, Babylonian
Captivity, Return to Jerusalem

Old Testament
Minor Prophets
Joel

Joel

• “Jehovah is God”
o

Ministry in Southern Kingdom - Judah



o

Father – Pethuel
@835 BC

Enemies: Tyre, Sidon, Philistia,
Egypt, Edom

Joel

• Two Parts
o
o

Catastrophes Brought by God
Prophecy

• Purpose





Why the Lord Sent Catastrophes

Show God is Forgiving & Gracious
Show Future Judgments & Mercies

Joel 1:1-7
1 The word of the LORD that came to Joel son of Pethuel.
An Invasion of Locusts
2 Hear this, you elders;
listen, all who live in the land.
Has anything like this ever happened in your days
or in the days of your ancestors?
3 Tell it to your children,
and let your children tell it to their children,
and their children to the next generation.

Joel 1:1-7
4 What

the locust swarm has left
the great locusts have eaten;
what the great locusts have left
the young locusts have eaten;
what the young locusts have left
other locusts[a] have eaten.
5 Wake up, you drunkards, and weep!
Wail, all you drinkers of wine;
wail because of the new wine,
for it has been snatched from your lips.

Joel 1:1-7
6A

nation has invaded my land,
a mighty army without number;
it has the teeth of a lion,
the fangs of a lioness.
7 It has laid waste my vines
and ruined my fig trees.
It has stripped off their bark
and thrown it away,
leaving their branches white.

Metaphor

Joel 1:13-20
13 Put

on sackcloth, you priests, and mourn;
wail, you who minister before the altar.
Come, spend the night in sackcloth,
you who minister before my God;
for the grain offerings and drink offerings
are withheld from the house of your God.
14 Declare a holy fast;
call a sacred assembly.
Summon the elders
and all who live in the land
to the house of the LORD your God,
and cry out to the LORD.

Joel 1:13-20
15 Alas

for that day!
For the day of the LORD is near;
it will come like destruction from the Almighty.[c]
16 Has not the food been cut off
before our very eyes—
joy and gladness
from the house of our God?
17 The seeds are shriveled
beneath the clods.[d]
The storehouses are in ruins,
the granaries have been broken down,
for the grain has dried up.

Joel 1:13-20
18 How

the cattle moan!
The herds mill about
because they have no pasture;
even the flocks of sheep are suffering.
19 To you, LORD, I call,
for fire has devoured the pastures in the wilderness
and flames have burned up all the trees of the field.
20 Even the wild animals pant for you;
the streams of water have dried up
and fire has devoured the pastures in the wilderness.

Suffering – The Real Problem
Matthew 10:28
28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One
who can destroy both soul and body in hell.

Suffering of Israel – A Call to Repent
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.
Romans 8:18

Joel 2:1-5, 10-11
Blow the trumpet in Zion;
sound the alarm on my holy hill.
Let all who live in the land tremble,
for the day of the LORD is coming.
It is close at hand—
2
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and blackness.
Like dawn spreading across the mountains
a large and mighty army comes,
such as never was in ancient times
nor ever will be in ages to come.

Joel 2:1-5, 10-11
3 Before

them fire devours,
behind them a flame blazes.
Before them the land is like the garden of Eden,
behind them, a desert waste—
nothing escapes them.
4 They have the appearance of horses;
they gallop along like cavalry.
5 With a noise like that of chariots
they leap over the mountaintops,
like a crackling fire consuming stubble,
like a mighty army drawn up for battle.

Joel 2:1-5, 10-11
10 Before

them the earth shakes,
the heavens tremble,
the sun and moon are darkened,
and the stars no longer shine.
11 The LORD thunders
at the head of his army;
his forces are beyond number,
and mighty is the army that obeys his command.
The day of the LORD is great;
it is dreadful.
Who can endure it?

Joel 2:12-14
12 “Even

now,” declares the LORD,
“return to me with all your heart,
with fasting and weeping and mourning.”
13 Rend your heart
and not your garments.
Return to the LORD your God,
for he is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and abounding in love,
and he relents from sending calamity.
14 Who knows? He may turn and relent
and leave behind a blessing—
grain offerings and drink offerings
for the LORD your God.

True
Repentance

Joel 2:18-23
18 Then

the LORD was jealous for his land
and took pity on his people.
19 The LORD replied[a] to them:
“I am sending you grain, new wine and olive oil,
enough to satisfy you fully;
never again will I make you
an object of scorn to the nations.

God’s Grace
Undeserved
Love & Mercy

Joel 2:18-23
20 “I

will drive the northern horde far from you,
pushing it into a parched and barren land;
its eastern ranks will drown in the Dead Sea
and its western ranks in the Mediterranean Sea.
And its stench will go up;
its smell will rise.”
Surely he has done great things!
21
Do not be afraid, land of Judah;
be glad and rejoice.
Surely the LORD has done great things!

For
the LORD comforts
his people
and will have
compassion on
his afflicted ones.
Isaiah 49:13

Joel 2:18-23
22

Do not be afraid, you wild animals,
for the pastures in the wilderness are becoming green.
The trees are bearing their fruit;
the fig tree and the vine yield their riches.
23 Be glad, people of Zion,
rejoice in the LORD your God,
for he has given you the autumn rains
because he is faithful.
He sends you abundant showers,
both autumn and spring rains, as before.

Joel 2:28-32 Prophecy – Day of the Lord
28 “And

afterward,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your old men will dream dreams,
your young men will see visions.
29 Even on my servants, both men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days.
30 I will show wonders in the heavens
and on the earth,
blood and fire and billows of smoke.

Acts 2:17-21

Joel 2:28-32 Prophecy – Day of the Lord
31 The

sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of
the LORD.
32 And everyone who calls
Romans
on the name of the LORD will be saved;
10:10-13
for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
there will be deliverance,
Calling in Faith
as the LORD has said,
even among the survivors
whom the LORD calls.[a]

Joel
How should we view calamities in the world?

Why does the Lord send calamities?
What is God’s desire for all people?

