Joining Jesus on His Mission
Lesson 3 (Chapters 7 - 10)

God’s Word
Read Luke 4:16-20. Identify one idea (or more) that Jesus is teaching you:

o About himself.
® To believe or trust.

e Todo.

Missional Living

E E “Missional Community” is a smaller group of local neighborhood missionaries who gather
regularly to support each other as we learn to join Jesus on his mission. If you want to join,

E text “missional” to (833) 627-7520 or scan the QR code, “missional” will automatically be
filled in the message box, then hit “send” to sign up.

Book study

1. On page 69 at the bottom, the author says “wherever hope and redemption are needed, you can
be sure of this: Jesus is present and working nearby. In other words, the kingdom of God is near.”
Share evidence you have seen of this from your life or the life of someone you know.

2. Middle of page 71. How does it look to “join Jesus on his mission”2
® Enjoy people by eating really good shrimp with them and hanging out
® Seek what Jesus was already doing
® Recognize what Jesus was already doing in Jim’s life by listening to his story and realizing
he was struggling with his job (which was really pretty obvious)
® And then respond to what Jesus was already doing in Jim’s life by asking a couple
questions and pointing out a simple spiritual truth.

3. Definition: The Kingdom of God is the redemptive presence and activity of God in human lives, in

other words, “What God does and has done to save sinners.”

4. The author describes the kingdom of God on page 78 (1st paragraph) as “on the loose in our
very midst. It is at hand, very near, within reach of us.” Determine ways this shows among God’s
people at Calvary.
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5. On pages 80-81, the author talks about repentance as much bigger than “stop doing naughty
things” and instead expands it to a changing of the mind and life direction. Read 2 Cor. 5:14,15.
Explain why Jesus love makes missional living something we get to do, not have to do.

6. The author points to “Jesus in the Gospels” (p.84) as he meets human needs. Write the name of
someone in one of your neighborhoods that has (or you suspect has) a need and whose walk with
Jesus is weak or absent. Whom do you know that would relate to one of the people listed below.
Share with someone next to you ideas for how to identify and help meet the need, even if it is in a
small way.

® Nicodemus in John 3 asking the hard questions he was wrestling with.
® The woman at the well in John 4 entangled in toxic relationships and religion.

® The disciples in Matthew 18 arguing over who was the greatest.

® The woman in Mark 5 suffering from both an issue of blood and the separation from her
community.

® The crowds in Matthew 9 who were harassed and helpless but also ready for good news.
® The man in Mark 9 who needed faith but could not yet must faith.
® The man in Mark 12 who had the right answers but not yet right understanding

® The rich young ruler in Luke 18 who wavered between the kingdom and his stuff, the
fulfillment he sought and the sadness for which he settled.

® The woman caught in adultery in John 8 who very nearly threw her life away for fleeting
pleasure.

7. On page 87, the author says, “Most of us have become very good at keeping our hearts hidden.”
Explain what he means in your own words.

® How does technology help us hide what’s going on in our hearts?

® How might it hinder our meeting someone in their need as they are trying to keep their
heart hidden?

8. On the top of page 89, the author says, “Very early on, | realized that | couldn’t fix Joe and that
he didn’t want fixing. But | simply watched and listened, ... | realized the kingdom of God was
nearby and active around Joe’s anger, swagger, and pain.” What two important points did the
author teach us about joining Jesus on his mission in this statement?
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9. The author calls Jesus-followers “Jesus with skin on.” (p. 92) Luther would describe this way, “Masks
of God” Describe what this means for:

® You, as live out your life.

® Calvary, as a congregation.

10. The author confronts the false notion that we need to do the big things, “hit the home run for Jesus”
to be successful. That's not what Jesus did in the gospel. To hit the home run, look to the little,
simple things you can do. What comfort does that give you as you join him on his mission2

11. “The good news is that Jesus isn’t counting on us being perfect missionaries. He knows we mess up.
In fact, He’s counting on it.” (p. 95) List benefits to kingdom work of this freedom to fail.

12. Write down the name(s) of a person/people in your “Neighborhood” who are in the ripening
process (could be step one or maybe about to realize they are a Christian). What is a “next step”
you could take with them?

For next time - Read Chapters 11 =13
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