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Joining Jesus on His Mission
Lesson 1 (Preview, Chapter 1-2)

God’s Word

Read Mark 1:15-17. Identify one idea (or more) that Jesus is teaching you:
® About himself.

® To believe or trust.

e Todo.

Book study

1. The premise of the book is that Jesus is already on the loose in our community doing the heavy
lifting of pursuing his Father’s mission in people’s lives. All we do is join him. List aspects that
intrigue you about thinking of outreach in this way.

2. The author states: “There is a growing sense among the leaders | am talking with that Jesus is up to
something, that He’s messing with our presumptions, calling us to something more than what we
have settled for. He is giving many of us a holy discontent with the status quo so that we will look
up from what we are doing, pay attention to Him and start to wrestle with what He is currently
showing us and asking of us.” (p. 20) What might our holy discontent look like?

3. How has Jesus been messing with you lately? What is he inviting you to notice, believe or wrestle
with?
® How has Jesus been trying to get your attention lately?
® What has He been showing you?

® What has He been stirring in you?

® How has He made you uncomfortable with your status quo?
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4. What's changed in our world? List evidence you have seen that:

The US has become one of the largest mission fields on the planet.

There are people in your “neighborhood” who are unconnected to a local Christian Church
or to Christ at all.

The mindset and practices of our congregations are perfectly calibrated for a US culture
that is already gone.

Most people are not looking for a church home.

Give some reasons these factors may bother us even though Jesus isn’t worried.

5. Definitions: What we mean:

“Missional Living” is joining Jesus on his redemptive mission and living each day as if it
were a mission trip into our own community. We are Neighborhood Missionaries.

“Missional Community” is a smaller group of local neighborhood missionaries who gather
regularly in order to support each other as we learn to join Jesus on his mission.

“Neighborhood” is any network of people to which we have regular access. Who is
regularly within our reach? Who are the people who live near us, work near us, play near
us, etc.2

List any questions you have about these terms.

6. Being Missional is not about changing what we do on Sunday mornings; it’s about changing what
we do when we go out on Monday mornings. Identify changes you think may be necessary in your
attitudes. ....in your actions.
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(Chapters 1 & 2)
God’s Word

Read John 20:21 Identify one idea (or more) that Jesus is teaching you:
® About himself.

® To believe or trust.

e To do.

Book study

1. Describe the difference between going on a mission for Jesus and going on a mission with Jesus
(p-30).

Share ways that going with Jesus makes it more inviting work.

2. Describe the important evangelism message on the top of page 33.

Apply John 4:35 to this idea (p.34, para. 2).

3. When harvest is near ready corn dies, soybeans drop their leaves, apples drop, etc. Determine
signs that an individual around you in the kingdom harvest fields is ripe.

4. Describe what a witness’s “cool cup of water” (p.34, para. 2) might look like when someone has
been ripened by:
® A cancer diagnosis.

® Birth of a child

® Death of a loved one.

4|Page



The author talks about what to do with “unripe” people and not to hurry the ripening process. He
keeps checking back. List several actions we can take that might encourage someone to take the
“next step.” (p.34, para 3).

List one thing Jesus is inviting you to do as a result of your reading and the discussions.

For next time - Read Chapters 3-6
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Joining Jesus on His Mission
Lesson 2 (Chapters 3 - 6)

God’s Word

Read Luke 9:1-6. Identify one idea (or more) that Jesus is teaching you:
® About himself.

® To believe or trust.

e Todo.

Book study

1. Identify evidence that the culture has changed in the past few decades.

2. On ascale of 1 (low) to 10 (high), rate your ability to deliver on the list of what
people are looking for as detailed on page 42. ...Calvary’s ability. ...American Christianity’s
ability. If you are willing, share your reasons for your scores.

3. The author asserts that living missionally is not about knowing more than we
already do, but doing more with what we already know. List reasons we delay or “stall” instead
of act.

4. The author lays out two steps for our work (p.54): enjoy people and seek, recognize and respond
to what Jesus is doing already in their lives. Share some specific challenges that discourage us
from:

® Enjoying people

® Seeking, recognizing, and responding to what Jesus is doing already in their lives.
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