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Reformation Worship 2021: The Word of the Lord Remains Forever

VDMA is an acronym that stands for the Latin slogan: VERBUM DOMINI MANET IN AETERNUM
(“the Word of the Lord remains forever”), which was used throughout the Lutheran
Reformation. It originally appeared in Isaiah 40:8 and was also used by the Apostle Peter
in his first epistle (1 Pt. 1:24-25). Both scriptural passages refer to the eternal faithfulness
of God and his living Word. The unchanging faithfulness of God to his Word was at the
very heart of the gospel as understood by the Lutheran reformers.
Luther believed that God’s Word of law and gospel remains true despite all attempts to
place conditions upon it or cover it over with human traditions. For Luther, the Word of
God was living and active. In speaking his Word, God not only promised justification to
sinners, but also enacted it by creating faith in their hearts and minds. Those redeemed by
Christ are able to live a life of freedom by the power of grace received from God’s faithful
Word.
For this reason, the slogan Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum took on a very special
significance in the Lutheran Reformation. As early as 1522, Fredrick the Wise ordered the
slogan sewn onto the official Saxon court vestments. When the Lutheran princes formed
the Smalkaldic League, the slogan became their official motto. It appeared on armor, flags,
cannons, and all manner of objects. By adopting this motto, the League confessed that
God’s redemptive promise of the gospel could not be thwarted. Even if the emperor was
able to overcome the Lutherans by his political might, the redemptive Word would
vindicate them on Judgment Day.
As the Church lives within an increasingly secularized culture, the unchanging nature of
God’s Word again becomes important. While the whims of culture blow farther away from
a Biblical foundation, we are confident that God has spoken the immutable word of his
grace in Jesus and therefore has already overcome sin, death, and the devil. For this
reason, much like the Lutherans of the sixteenth century, we need only to rely on the Word
alone and trust in its final vindication on the Last Day.

(Adapted from https://lutheranreformation.org/history/vdma/)
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About the Service
The service this evening contains many elements from the new WELS hymnal, Christian
Worship, planned for full publication for Advent 2021. The flow of the service follows
Christian Worship – The Service: Setting Two. Most of the hymns, canticles, and songs
appear in Christian Worship.

Serving in Worship
Preacher
Presiding Minister
Organist
Instrumentalists

Choir

Pr. Jonathan Leach, President of Truth in Love Ministries
Pr. John Koelpin – Calvary, Dallas
Peter Schumacher – Calvary, Dallas
Trumpet – Ray Soucheck, Dr. Larry Gray, Dr. Dale Burgdorf
Trombone – John Koelpin, Heath Soucheck
Guitar – Jon Walker, David Ramsey, Bill Ball
Percussion – Hans Voss
Handbells – Calvary, Dallas (Jan Fritz, dir.)
Senior Choir – Calvary, Dallas (Sarah Schemm, dir.)
Junior Choir – Calvary, Dallas (Dawn Aswege, dir.)
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Reformation Song: Text and music: Tim Chester, b. 1967; Bob Kauflin, b.1955; © 2017 Sovereign Grace Praise
(BMI) (am. At CapitolCMGPublishing.com)
Introit for Reformation: Kurt J. Eggert; © 1995 Northwestern Publishing House
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light: Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 © 1970, 1975 Celebration.
O Church, Arise: Text Keith Getty and Stuart Townend; © 2005 Thankyou Music/Adm. By worshiptogether.com
Jerusalem the Golden: text and music, public domain
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onelicense.net A-714955
CCLI # 3081415 2/28/2022
Streaming License B CSPL036414 3/31/2022]
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The Service
Opening Hymn

Reformation Song (CW, 877)
1-2: Choir
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3-5: All

Stand

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the
Amen.

+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

+
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Lord, Have Mercy

Kyrie

Presiding minister sings each invitation to pray. Cantor/congregation sing responses
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Glory to God in the Highest

Gloria in Excelsis

The choir sings the first refrain and verses.
The congregation joins on the following refrains.

Refrain
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Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Refrain
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of
the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our
prayer.
Refrain
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, the Father. Amen.
Refrain

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all
temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving
peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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First Reading

Isaiah 40:1-11

Isaiah was the first to announce, “the word of our God stands forever”.
1

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed,
that her sin has been paid for,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
3
A voice of one calling:
“In the desert prepare the way for the Lord
make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.
4
Every valley shall be raised up,
every mountain and hill made low;
the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.
5
And the glory of the Lord will be revealed,
and all mankind together will see it.
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
6
A voice says, “Cry out.”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
“All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field.
7
The grass withers and the flowers fall,
because the breath of the Lord blows on them.
Surely the people are grass.
8
The grass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of our God stands forever.”
9
You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high mountain.
You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout,
lift it up, do not be afraid;
say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!”
10
See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, and his arm rules for him.
See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him.
11
He tends his flock like a shepherd:
He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart;
he gently leads those that have young.
2

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Senior Choir

Introit for Reformation

The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Therefore will we not fear
though the earth be removed
and though the mountains
be carried into the midst of the sea.
God is our refuge and our strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Therefore will we not fear
though the earth be removed
and though the mountains
be carried into the midst of the sea.
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Second Reading

1 Peter 1:13-25

Peter uses Isaiah’s rally cry, VDMA, as the foundation to live as God’s people in a hostile world.
13

Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the
grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 14As obedient children, do not conform
to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15But just as he who called you is
holy, so be holy in all you do; 16for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
17

Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work impartially, live your lives as
strangers here in reverent fear. 18For you know that it was not with perishable things such
as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you
from your forefathers, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or
defect. 20He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last
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times for your sake. 21Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and
glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.
22

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love
for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. 23For you have been born again,
not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.
24
For,
“All men are like grass,
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;
the grass withers and the flowers fall,
25
but the word of the Lord stands
forever.”
And this is the word that was preached to you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

Junior Choir

I want to walk as a child of the light; I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world; The star of my life is Jesus.
Refrain
In him there is no darkness at all; The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
I want to see the brightness of God; I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path And show me the way to the Father.
Refrain
I’m looking for the coming of Christ; I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race, We shall know the joy of Jesus.
Refrain
Stand
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Gospel

Matthew 24:30-35

Nothing of what we know in this “order of things” will remain, with the exception of God’s Word!
30

“At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the
earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power
and great glory. 31And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather
his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.
32

“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves
come out, you know that summer is near. 33Even so, when you see all these things, you
know that it is near, right at the door. 34I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly
not pass away until all these things have happened. 35Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will never pass away.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated

Hymn of the Day

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (CW, 863)

- 12 -

Sermon

Stand on Christ’s Righteousness!
Romans 1:16-17

Stand
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Confession of Faith

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Gracious heavenly Father, we thank You for the comfort of the Gospel restored to Your
Church on earth through the work of faithful pastors and leaders during the Reformation.
We praise You that by Your rich grace we have come to the sure knowledge that we stand
justified before You, not by what we have done, but rather by faith in what Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, has done on our behalf. We implore You, defend Your Church from all
enemies of Your saving Word. Cause Your eternal Gospel to be proclaimed in our time to
every nation, tribe, language and people on earth, and graciously preserve Your truth for
generations to come. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, make us truly Your disciples. Keep us in Your Word, free us from all errors, and make
our homes and families peaceful. Preserve all fathers and encourage them for their godly
task, that children would be brought up in the fear and instruction of the Lord. Lord, in
Your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Be with our catechumens. Teach us also to hear and learn Your Word anew as disciples
with them. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Have mercy on our nation. Give us good and faithful rulers who will govern after Your good
pleasure. Give us comfort and a right understanding of Your rule in this world, that we
would not be deceived to think earthly powers will last forever, but have confidence in You
alone. Your kingdom come! Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Hear our prayers for the sick, the joyful and those in any need [especially _____________].
Answer their prayers, preserve them by Your promises and bring them safely through this
world to everlasting life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that You have brought us by Your Word out of the
darkness of error and into the light of Your grace. Mercifully help us to walk in that light.
Guard us from error and false doctrine, and grant that we do not become ungrateful and
despise Your Word, but receive it with all our heart, conduct our lives according to it and
put our trust in Your grace; through the merits of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Offering and Musical Offering
Hymn

O Church, Arise (CW 870)
1-2: Choir

3-4: All

O Church, arise, and put your armour on; hear the call of Christ our Captain.
For now the weak can say that they are strong in the strength that God has given.
With shield of faith and belt of truth, we’ll stand against the devil’s lies;
An army bold, whose battle-cry is love, reaching out to those in darkness.
Our call to war to love the captive soul, but to rage against the captor;
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole, we will fight with faith and valor.
When faced with trials on every side, we know the outcome is secure,
and Christ will have the prize for which He died – an in heritance of nations.
Come see the cross, where love and mercy meet, as the Son of God is stricken;
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, for the Conquerer has risen!
And as the stone is rolled away and Christ emerges from the grave,
this victory march continues till the day every eye and heart shall see Him.
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So Spirit come, put strength in every stride, give grace for every hurdle,
that we may run with faith to win the prize of a servant good and faithful.
As saints of old still line the way, retelling triumphs of His grace,
we hear their calls and hunger for the day when with Christ we stand in Glory.

Stand

Prayer
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help
us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in
faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
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Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.

+

Amen.

Closing Hymn

Jerusalem the Golden (CW, 889)
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Please join us for a dinner immediately following this service.
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