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CHURCH HISTORY | LESSON THREE
THE MEDIEVAL CHURCH #1

Christianity had survived persecution, gained legal status, and become the dominant faith of the

Roman world. But then the Roman Empire in the West collapsed. Chaos, warfare, and political

instability ensued. Physical and spiritual attacks from the new Muslim religion added to the trouble.

As the Christian Church marched on during these centuries of difficult times, would it thrive,

compromise, retreat, or rise to power? And what are the dangers or blessings in each of those paths?

MAJOR CHURCH EVENTS IN THIS TIME PERIOD

529 AD - ST. BENEDICT FOUNDS HIS MONASTIC ORDER

590-604 AD - THE PAPACY OF GREGORY THE GREAT

597 AD - ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY DOES MISSION WORK IN ENGLAND
610 AD - MUHAMMAD CLAIMS TO RECEIVE A REVELATION

636 AD - THE BATTLE OF YARMOUK

711 AD - THE MUSLIM CONQUEST OF SPAIN

732 AD - THE BATTLE OF TOURS

787 AD - THE SECOND COUNCIL OF NICAEA

800 AD - POPE LEO Il CROWNS CHALEMAGNE AS HOLY ROMAN EMPEROR
862 AD - CYRIL AND METHODIUS BEGIN THEIR MISSION TO THE SLAVIC PEOPLE
904-964 AD - THE DARK CENTURY

910 AD - CLUNY ABBEY IS FOUNDED

1014 AD - “FILIOQUE" IS OFFICIALLY ADDED TO THE NICENE CREED IN ROME

1054 AD - THE GREAT SCHISM BETWEEN THE EASTERN AND WESTERN CHURCH
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SCRIPTURE & CANON

It's 800 AD in Aachen. Charlemagne is trying to standardize the Bible,
and as a monk, you've been tasked with copying Scripture. Some Latin
manuscripts have slightly different phrases or include or leave out
certain passages. How do you know which wording truly reflects God's

message? How do you faithfully preserve His Word with these variants?

DOCTRINE & HERESY

It's 1014 AD in Constantinople. More churches in the West have been
including a new phrase in the Nicene Creed: the Holy Spirit proceeds
from the Father “and the Son.” The Eastern church accuses the West of
changing doctrine without a council. Is this an actual doctrinal

disagreement, or are the two sides just talking past each other?

WORSHIP & LITURGY

It's 726 AD in Thessalonica. The Eastern church has ordered the removal
and destruction of all icons from churches. Some in your congregation
support this, believing that images lead to idolatry. Others cherish the
icons as important aids for worship and teaching. How do you respond?

What does Scripture say about the use of images in worship?



@ GROW

LEADERSHIP & CHURCH ORDER

It's 800 AD in Rome. The pope has gained significant political power by
receiving land from King Pepin and crowning Charlemagne as emperor.
Everyone celebrates the strengthened role of the church. But are the
pope and the church becoming too worldly? Are these good changes?

What does Scripture say about the Church’s role in politics?

MISSION & PERSECUTION

It's 850 AD in Cordoba. Like most Christians, you live quietly under
Muslim rule as a second-class citizen, but some openly denounce
Islam, seeking martyrdom. Others fear this provokes more persecution.
How should you live under a government that restricts faith? When is

quiet witness actually compromise, or boldness actually recklessness?

DISCIPLESHIP & DAILY LIFE

It's 715 AD in Frisia. You're a missionary in a newly Christian village.
Some missionaries insist that all pagan customs must be abandoned
completely. Others believe that certain cultural traditions can be
adapted to honor Christ. What do you do? How do you help villagers

live faithfully without losing their cultural identity?



