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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
December 24, 2018

A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS

WELCOME TO CALVARY
Good evening and Merry Christmas to you! We extend a warm welcome to all our members,
guests, and visitors to Christmas Eve Festival Worship this evening.
“Glory to God in the highest!” The expression of praise by the heavenly host on the night when
Jesus was born into our world has echoed through the ages. As we gather for this most special
eve, we find joy in repeating the words of God’s heavenly messengers. The angels proclaimed a
message of peace and good will, a word from God that was appearing in the Word made flesh –
the baby Jesus born to bring the light of redemption to a people on earth lost in darkness. “Gloria
in excelsis Deo!” Whether we are singing in English or Latin or some other language, the
message of the words is what matters. We worship our Lord and rejoice in the glory of
Christmas! “Joy to the world, the Lord is come!”
We now spend twelve days praising God the Father for the gift of his Incarnate Son. The festival
of Christmas culminates with a festival worship service on Sunday, January 6, 2019 in our
Sunday morning worship here at Calvary, celebrating the Epiphany of Our Lord. All are welcome
to join us for worship!

LARGE PRINT SERVICE FOLDERS
Large print service folders of this evening’s worship are available in the entry area. If you need
assistance locating one, please ask an usher for help.

OUR FACILITIES
Our restrooms are in the narthex toward the back right as you exit the sanctuary. The members
of Calvary believe that families should be encouraged to worship together. If your young child
needs to be quieted, we have audio/video available in the narthex and audio in the restrooms. If
you need anything during the service, please feel free to ask an usher.
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Christmas Eve 2018
“A Light in the Darkness”
55 – Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful

OPENING HYMN
The choir will sing verse 3
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THE PRAYER
STAND
P Prepare the way for the Lord. Make straight paths for him.
C And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all mankind will see it together.
P Our Father, of whose love the angels sang when Jesus was born in Bethlehem, and
through whom we have learned the song of praise, “Glory be to Thee in the highest,”
accept our worship and hymns of joy; and, as we celebrate the coming of your Son,
grant that in him we may learn to know of your love, to follow him in obedience, and
to offer ourselves to you in all things, that our lives may show us to be your children
in all our thoughts, words, and actions; through the Same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our
Lord.
C Amen.
BE SEATED
LESSON

Genesis 1:1-5, 26-28; 3:1-7
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65 – O Little Town of Bethlehem

CAROL
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SECOND LESSON

John 3:16-21
67 – What Child is This

CAROL
Verse 2 will be sung by a soloist.
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THIRD LESSON

Joel 3:1-3, 10-13

CAROL

Silent Night

sung by the choir

Setting by John Ferguson Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, “Alleluia!”
Christ, the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.
Silent night, Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light,
Holy light with angels let us sing, Alleluias to our King!
Christ, the Savior, is born. Christ the Savior, is born.
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FOURTH LESSON

1 John 1:5-9
63 – Angels We Have Heard on High

CAROL
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FIFTH LESSON

Psalm 27
90 – The People that in Darkness Sat

CAROL
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SIXTH LESSON

Isaiah 9:2-7
61 – Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

CAROL
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MESSAGE
OFFERING
Mary’s Lullaby

DUET

Stephen DeCesare 1996, 2017 Exultet Music

See Mary’s Child, ah loo ah loo ah loo.
On her lap sleeping, ah loo ah loo ah loo.
In a cold stable where animals reside.
Mary sang softly her lovely lullaby.
Refrain
Sing lullaby. Sing lullaby. Sing lullaby little Child.
Angels by the bed sang: loo ah loo ah loo.
Hymns of rejoicing, ah loo ah loo ah loo.
Peace on earth, goodwill to each and every one.
Glory to God and may His will be done.
Refrain
Shepherds by the bed sang: loo ah loo ah loo.
Offering homage, ah loo ah loo ah loo.
Also were wise men who traveled from the east
Bringing Him treasures and kneeling at His feet.
Refrain

CLOSING PRAYER
STAND
P Let us pray:
O God, as you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, grant that we, who have come to know the glory of his redemption and
have joyfully received him as our Redeemer, may come to the full measure of his
glory and joy in heaven. We come to your through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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BLESSING
P Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! And the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with
you always.
C Amen.
BE SEATED

SEVENTH LESSON

Luke 2:1-20

CAROL

65 - Away in a Manger
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